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l^k than ^jr h^ been yet^ concerning 
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■ T 9 T H E 

READER, 

jEKING not only the 
bad Succefs iDoll Search^ 
ers of the Hermetick Art 
I meet with, but that like- 
wife great Ni.JaAer9 of theiB ar^ 
fallea into the grfateft Abfurfi- 
ties^ M- ^Te^^ in tcfpefl to tlieit 
Operations, as to the Matter they 
work . upon ; and oilen wiSung 
to fee fome Recaedy applied, to 
recover titofe unhappy People from 
As theit 




^il To the Reader! 

their Errors, it led mc into a fe- 
rious Confideration of the Caufe 
thereof j and' I found that it was 
impoflible, thofc deluded Search- 
ers could dwindle away into the 
abfurdeft Operations, if they did 
not want a fufficient * Theory of 
this Art* 

Then meditating further, and 
finding that tlie faid Theory (which 
is the main Pillar and Foundati- 
onto go upon) is not to be ac- 
quired but by the conflant Perufal 
of good Books 5 I at laft begun to 
^confider of thofe Authors, which 
arc Extant in the Englijb Tongue, 
and found that there really too 
few of them, and that it was chiefs* 
jy to be attributed to this Want, 
that People labour fo much in vain, 
and fo contrary to Nature. 

•Tis 






!n>/^ Reader^ vu/ 

' Tis true, fome, who only look 
upon the Number of Bdoks^ will - 
think there are Authc^s* enough * 
iiay, too many Extant that havei 
written of ttieHermetick'Art in the * 
JSn£lifi Tongue 5 but others who" 
have atiquired fome Knowledge in 
this Divine Science, and who know 
to diftihguim g(f63r Authors from ^ 
Sophifters, will eafily allow, that^ 
ttiete isyr6al Want of them • for 
there are btit few' who wrote in 

• • • 

t^e Engli/h Tcihgiie^ that may be*; 

deemed; as Mafters;^ pr at leaft by' 

*■ ••■* ... ■*"»• 

whom a feeker pf tins myftferipusr* 

Artpiay b? inftrudeq/, ^o tbat, as*' 
to thofe fbphiftical Authgrs who 
h'lve.eiicrfeafed tlie Niimber^ of fuch ' 
Books; and treated of an Art which , 
they* did \n6t know, ' not under^; 
rtood fo. ijiuch as any Part there-* 
Dfi . the more humeroas ' they: are,' 

A 4 the . 



the more pernicious they prove 
tp 9 Beginner who happens to read 
tl^tera i for it is certain, that they . 
may cafily put him out of ^ right 
Path. l»it can nevtr lead^ijip intq . 
a true Way. . 

As fbrthofe that havehceji traiu- 
fljjted out of other Tongues, thpy^ , 
are but of iittle Ufe, . when they 
have been tranlkted, rather to ferve , 
fome private View, than.. to be in- 
ftrudiye to tbofe who Study this ' 
Science ^ efpegially when they have 
he^ tranllated. by JPerfons,- who, 
had no Knowledge of the Terms^ 
and Operation? of Chymiflry ^ aqd 
I do riot Qiieftipp, but it will be 
affirmed by aU thofe, who. (underjf 
ftanding the German^ Tongue) have 
read Bafil Vakntinq in . l^s. owii \ 
^ Native L^aguap; that the -Tran- \ 
- flatioi) pf that VoJlum? ^yhichconr' 

taiiis' 



Tq the Reaijie:^,. \% 

taios hi? Will and f eftaflient, &c, 
differs widely froip tb<^ Original -, 
iay, I believe I mi^ljt eafily coa- 
yince the Lover§ of phi$ Art> that 
the fame is a h%d Trarjflationof » 
bad Edition. 

Concerning others, I tyUI fty 
oothing againft thera, it not ber 
in^ my Intention, to fearcli foj 
the Faults of other Tranflators# 
But finding frnm the 3forefai4 
Confiderations^ that to get fome 
good Authprs. tranflated,. would be 
the moft liljiely Af cans to .fumifli 
^hel^ovcrs and Studiers of this Sci*- 
gnce with a fufficient Theory, and 
to make them tp dcfiftfrom their 
nnnatuyal Operations : I refolvcd 
to undertake the Work, and fixed 
upon the following Treatifes to b^ 
the firft, that ihould appear in arj 
fnglijh Prefs. 

The 



To the Reader. 

' The.foftof thefe Treatifcs was 
written by a German Philbfopher, 
undertime Title of. The A^ici- 
ENt War bF the Knights, 
an^ Vas Hot only at firft re.ceiyed> 
as. coining^ from, a good AutlibrJ 
and true Mafter, by all thofe who 
had " got '.^an^ Knowledge in this 
iScience : But the faid Treatife did 
likewife afterwards rec^^ive its San- 
dion by the fecond>" being a Cora* 
mentary, which ' another ];earnfea 
Philofopher has made, thereupon 
in iFrench i who alfo after his iti- 
ftrudive learned Cpminentary haS 
added fix Keys, whicli for their 
l^laihnefs and ingenious Expreffions 
give way to none, and ^re of the 
greateft U fe imaginable to a .Studier 
uf this Art, 

V Thus the whole *being an. excel- 
lent Work, there is lio doubt, but 

thofe 



To the Reader. xi 

tliofe who apply themfelves to get 
Knpwledge by reading good Au- 
thors, will find infinite Benefit from 
the perufal of it j and the faid 
Treatife called, TheAncient 
War. of the Knights^ 
being wrote in the Garman Tongue, 
rhave been at the Pains and Ex- 
'pences to get aii Original thereof, 
that fo the Lovers of this Science 
might likewife have a Tranflatjon 
of the fame, arid thus be able to 
idraw Water from the Spring it felf j 
and alfo, that by comparing it with 
the firft,vRey might fee and refti- 
iy fuch Paflages as have fuffered by 
a fccond Tranflation, 

No Body will, I hope, objeft, 
that the Style of this Work is not 
according to the prefent Politenefs, 
if he is fo kind as to confider that 
it is Hot intended for a Gramtnar^ 

but 



xii To thf Read]Pr, 

but to inftruft People in the Her? 
metick Science, which is for the 
moft Part defcribed^ in fuch diffi*- 
cult Terms, that the unhappy- 
Turn of one Word, may alter a 
v^hole Sentence, tq the inj£nite Pre- 
judice of a Tyro , and that it is 
therefore better to keep to th^ Au- 
thor's Meaning in a Jefs agreeable 
Style, ftian to deviate from it, by 
ufing politer Expreffions. • 

*Tis like wife for the fame Rear 
fon, that where the German has 9 
Word or Sentence which miglit 
bear a double Meaning|i||r.Signifir 
cation, both of them have beeq gi^- 
vcn, as for Inftance : Where the 
War of the Knights, at the End 
of this Book, tranflatcd from thp 
German Original, fays by KutHm 1 9. 
pa£. 10. Andifjoutwo jhould^rniic 
jaur felves tpgetJpery and were kept 

m 



To the Reader. xiii 

in the i^?r^*^-The Original fays in- 
deed in the Fire^ but becaufe the 
Germans fpeaking of Chymical Q-* 
perations, and mentioning Fire^ of- 
ten mean Digeftiony which is per-^ 
formed by Fire ; therefore has been 
added, [or in Bigefiion^ that fo the 
Reader might have both Meanings, 
and choofe of the two which he 
fliould judge moft proper. 

I could eafily have added my 
Opinion upon feveral Paffages in 
this Work, as for Inftance, pag4 
41. wher& mention is made of the 
Stars of Venus and Diana^ which 
two Signs ,pr Charafters , |Jut toge* 
ther, produce that whicih fignifies 
Mercury \ for if the Charafter of 
horned I>tana \y\ is placed upon , 
that oi Venus [j^? it yields a Cha- 
rader in this Form 5, But I o- 
mit it, left I fliould be thought 

pre- 



XIV To the Reader^ 

prefumptuous in endeavouring to 
explain, what I own I am not Ma- 
tter of. 

Should this my well-intended 
Labour meet with Approbation : 
rU continue it with Plcafure •, and 
in Cafe the pre Pent Work ftiould 
any . ways be wanting in Exafti- 
tude, I'll ufe all -Endeavours to 
make amends in the next. 
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THE 

PREFACE 

OftheAuTHORrfthe . 

COMMENTARY, 

Tranflated frojn the Trench, 

Advertisement* 

IN:£ jtJi^M^.perfiMdeJy that 
' ,' Mwrv ire fdrO^'-m mtorj Boekt- 
I sij/wA*rf«ofij6«f HermetjckPhi-- 
• lenity i'mdthM wdi/sMewoiild- 
Xvit^cf this ScioKe' flan, ivithvit Efuiveea^ 
tit»f ^^TfftthaHt.^Ugirjy (whkhmieofthe 
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^vi The PREFACE. . ^ 

Sages mU ever J(h) it-woM be better ta re^ 

^jAun fiteniy thm ta fili the World mth nop 

Ww^r/^, 'ivhidi rjKther fifve to dog, the Sptrit 

\or Minds] rfthoje v>ho ^Ij tkhfelvffs ta 

^ penetrate nftothe Philofephkk^MjJwk^Jfhan 

lo put thent m the trm Waj^ wMh ^iids to 

the defired Etuli to which they afpire. 'Tis 

fot this Re^^g^hat ^^Jm been thonghty that: 

r ■^*' Uijjfterfret agkA A^hoTy who treats of this 

fij^m^ljj^^^^ would beiwire 

ufeftd totm Ckmren ojf the Science^ thanfime 

newPataboBcaLj^dHSlidie; adtmtedwitkfimc 

tf^the mojl higefmiss'- Ex^ejjionsi whitf^.^,, 

\ Jl<^?^^ kn(fi^-U]^¥amewj»en:thej treat , of t^ 

;- *^ Vfff^ -^> ^ r^hery when they write only to 

'^'■''^■i\.nuike l^oWft, to thofe ^hat popfs the JUagifie* 

ty Uke themfclvesy or to th^ that Jee\ it^ 

that they have had the goo4 JFortmtc to arrive 

to lihe PoJfeJJion thereof \IiuUeiL mo^ fkrt of 

the ^PhUoJ^hers which ha^e^wttte thereof have 

d<me it rath^ to^^^inJ^i^tke g¥>d Succefs where^^ 

With Godha§:Ue^d,^ ff^orkj, than to give 

the f9e€eJpojJf^inSim:.to thefr TUfhogive them* 

^^ ^^f jilvet 
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I^ PREFACE, xvii 

fihm to the Stttdj rftbisfiered Science^ This 
is fi tmcy that nufi of them dadt fo mnsk 
4U make a^tf 'D^jhtkj iff tfWftmg Jmc&elj^ that 
that has keen their chief Fieu/j when thef 
€onifojed theit Boekl ^ that Matter^ 

< 

The littk Treatife which bears the Tit4e; 
TAr Antient War of the Knights, 
has Tsnthostt anj ContradiBim defirvedthe jh^ 
fnibation of all the Sages [or 7&ife Afen] ^ 
rfthojij whohave am Kmnvkdge of the Her^ 
nktkk^Thilofffhj. It is written by Way of a 
Hialogtiey m a very flam md naturd Style^ 
which bears every Wky the marks of Truths 
Jet notwithftafu&ng its Pldmnejsy it is not want^ 
if^ of Profimdityy and to be Jokd in its ReOf 
finings as aljo convincing in ks Proofs i in/kch 
a manner y that there is not one Wordy bftt what 
carries ite Sentence^ and on itxhicb there might 
^mt be made a km^ Contmqttarj^ 

This TPorK.was comfofed in the German 

Titi^ by a trm Philo^hery whoje Name is 

* (aJl 9nk!f^^ii^^ 



tm 22v PREFACE ^ :: 

in 4he Thar >rf mar f^d 1604. .Caber af 

Paris bj d* Houry, and pa at the End of 

jDieiadUius^ widch ttjffthr ^mdgi 4$ mte f^ 
^fnme. Mm wMkt JB^r did f»a uifellmf^ 
d^fiand the ^Qdnoiah Ti^me^ tgr .ct/ejdid nn 
JPmjf^fa^ti^Oriffnal : S0 itity that there 
^e>m th^ t9^ ^anfimians (unrt^edjiaffygi^ 
9i>hich aifie fi m^i^fj fi^Jk ^^^ kazte 

a^rj much efif earned. 

AsTf^Mtb.tnd£iilfiweidMmkai^^ 

getberin otw SubjtM^ sndiG^c^ it \iim 
eajy to judge that tkefe Tranfiations were 
stot dene fahhfnUjf^ a ^Philolcipber ,(jf <X' 
^ramdimry Xnowkd^e and MerJt^ Jlid^ 

"■ -fir 



mPREFACE. xhc 

^'tof(Ahfj hisCnriofity mthb Bhti 
give himfi^ibe Trouble, iffeeiing up- 
fgw'd^ rf ttUn Temrsfcr ta find the Gcr- 
niacr Oigmd^f tbisUtth Ireatife^ cmi^ 
hMhig at hfifomi it, cam'J U Hie 
txaS^ tranjtated fitf o L«k>. This nm ^ 
Trotnfiathn h taken from thai Ofy, ani 
AnewhbaltpofibhKdetkjfi TheGoodr 
mfs of the Ortginci may U feen here, hy 
the truth whiebevidefdly app^xrs in divers 
Fbces whichhave been refiored [to itsfor^^ 
jner Senfe^ wbieh inre not ofij alter% 
but quite chmged. One may judge of this 
by the Rtffage imrked thirty- four, where 
the fir fi Tranptian- fays, Uke the^ Latin 
of Faber, Mercurium noftroni nemo af- 
(eqiii poteft •, nifi ex inoilit)us odo cor- 
poribw neque uUum &bi^e attero par] 
ran poteft No^Body can attain to oui? 
Mercury, otherwayy than out of the 
ei^t foft Bodies, nor can the one be 
prepared without the oihfer. ThisTrea^ 
tife needed no other TJnng^ t(fbe def^fel 






xx/ X&e PREFACE. 

• 

hy thofe that have afufficient KnoipUdgH 
cf the heginnhg of the [Philofapbick^ 
Work, in order to dijlinguijb/abat istrue^ ^ 
from that which is falfe: . Tbs learned^- 
however^ did eajily judge ^ tbatfuch acapi^ 
tal Fault as fbat €ould\mt come from, a . 
true Fbilofogber^ who otherways gives 
fufficiently to knew that he has perfeSljl ^ 
underjload fhe Magifiery : But there was 
wanthig a Txahui learned Many for to 
difcovet the Truthy^ and one, that was as 
callable as the aforefaid^ to wake fo great 
ajearch.for to find the Original of this 
Jf^ork 5 without which it was impofible ta 
re'ejlalflijl) the true Senfe thereof^ 

r' » 

, The place jt^ji now mentioned^ was not'^ 
the only one^ that wanted to l?e amended^ 
If one takes the Pains to compare this 
71^ Trjfnjlation with the former^ there 
will appear a very great Difference^ and 
many muferial CorreSiom. The pajfdge 
thirty-five is, nat one of the , leafi, and 

dp 



The PREFACE. xsa 

0s this Tranjtation has been done from 
the new [or /a/] Latin Cop^, without ever 
holdvg upon that which wits already prints. 
$d in French, it has been apleafure to re* 
mark in courje^ aU what was mt conform 
to tbefame^ 

Th^ Words and entire Phrafes^ that haw 
been added in fome places in the prefent^ 
to make it join more natural^ or tor render 
theSenfe moreperfeS^ are placed betwixt 
two Crotches ( ), in order to dijlinguijb 
what is. and what is not pt the Text^ to 
vhich the Author of this Tranjtation has 
kept himf elf extreamly clofe : By Reafon 
that the leaft Addition^ to a Matter of 
this Nature^ may make a conjiderable Ah 
teration [or Change"] and Occajion great 
Errors. 

The Beauty cind the Solidity of this Trea- 
ties did very well defervethe Pains \ 
which have, been taken to make a Commen- 



hmi T!6tf PREFACE. 

tary ihertnym^ to itake it mure iMBigl^ 
hU t& theChiUren of tU Art^ \or Set* 
oiit^\\ becsn^e h is aTnatife that majt 
jktni tbetff iiffifoi of aS aUhcrs. And aa 
ths Mitboi of a Dialogne is tie vuft pro^ 
per for to explain^ and for to makspai'* 
paBle the fuhlimefi Truths^ it has been 
made XJfeofhetr^ anitbat with the more 
Reafoni in that the Author^ upon which 
thi9 Commntar} has been made^ has writ'^ 
tefi in the fame manner. The Dialogne 
«/ Eodoxe ^niPyrophile, which e:ylain$ 
that [Dialogue'} of the Stone, with Gold^ 
and vnth Mercury^ mfalds the chiefefi 
Dificnlties by its Qwfiions^ and by the 
A^^vers which are made thereto about the 
mofi material [or ejfentiaf\ R^ipts of the 
flermetkk fbilqfopby^ 

• 

The Cyphers which are on the Margin 
pf thefe two Didogues^ are to remark 
fbe places which are alike in thefrjl Dia* 
]piue^ qnd the Jicon4 in which they are 

expU^di 



5f^ PREFACE* 

ttsfiaweii There is to bfi fien in ibi% 
Whrk an entire Q)nfprmkj ofSentimfintJ^ 
intb the frfi Mafitrs jof tbti Ib^^hy^ 
0i wett ^ wsdf the :ni0jf iearsudth^ hf^vt 
wrkten in the latter j^9 i fo tht tbfire 
may harJlj be jimfti ^ TftsA^e npm iih 
Matter^ {h>l9 grecA faeoer the Ikwi^. 
iifer^of may be J tpbid U .ckaftefj an4 
more facere ihax the fpefsm^. mti which 
in Courfe could be more vfeful tofucb ai 
0ffly themfihes tp Sm^ tbk ^im^e^ ^%l 
uho vthfrvofs b0ve ^U tie ,^d!ijM9p79 
bath cfthe Mnd, ^^n^ of the J[d^,, p^kick 
e«r FbUpfffhy re^i^iree offh(fevf)9 ^n 
t^mids0jfme,^^r^stbereji$H^ 

The Gonanevtary^ vSll ifivbthfe^ be aU 
Uvei tohefo much the Metier tit that it if 
itot iifuj^yj en cimofi sll i2ommn^ 
tidies are : That k 4oe$ «ai tmej^ mfr 
Mtmiy other. ^acAs than thofe ip)^ maf 
bemeeifnltohe>exflained: aniihatitdces 
h no w^ demote from ^e^SubjeS ^^b»t 

0$ 
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as thefe fort of Writings arc not ft for 
tbofe tpho have not yet gotten a Spark of 
the fecret l^bilofopby^ the cleareji Jightcd 
will eajity find^ that it has been thought 
better to shipfeveral Things^ which per^ 
haps night baive diferved an Interpreta* 
tion^ than to explain generally all what 
mgbtyetcaufe fome Difficulty to the young 
Beginners in this great Art. 

As the frji of thefe Dialogues tells ths 
ViSory of the Stone, ani the other ex- 
plaim the Reafons^ and Jhews the Fovnda* 
tionof its Triumph : It feemed that tbii 
Book could mot appear under a morepr^* 
per TitUj than that of the Hermetical 
Triumph:' Or, The Viaorious Phitofo- 
phical Stone. Nothing remains to befaid^ 
except that the Author of the Tranfi^* 
tion (who is likwife the fame of the Comr 
fMntary^and of the Letter which is ^ 
the End of this Book) has had no other In* 
ter^ft or View in tbisj ht to manifeft:tbA 

Trmk 



The PREFACE. XXV 

Truth to tbofe who afpire to the Knowledge 
of it J from fucb Motives as are proper to 
the true Children of the Science : He alfo 
declares, and protejls fincerely, that he 
defres with all his Heart, that thofe who 
are fo unfortunate as to lofe their time 
in working with foreign or dijlanf Mai^^ 
ters^mayfnd ibemfelves enlightned by read* 
ing this Book, in order to know the true 
and only Matter of the Philofophers 5 and 
that thofe who know the fame already, but 
are ignorant of the great Pointy viz. tfc« 
Solution of the Scone, and the Coagulati* 
on of the Water, and of the Spirit of the 
Body, which is the Terk [or End'] of the - 
Univerfal Medicine, may here learn thofe 
fecret Operations, which are here dijlin3ly 
enough defcribed for them. 

The Author has fiot thought proper to 
write in Latin, becaufe he could not be* 
licve, like many others, that to treat of 
theje high Myfieries in a vulgar Tongue, 
is to reveal them : He has followed the 

.(b) £xmpU 



iccvl T& PREFACE. 

Example offeveral Philofophers, vha were 
refplvedj that tbeir Work [or Tfsatije] 
.jl)ovU bear the \JaW] CharaSer of their 
■Coitvtry. His frji Defyjt has likewife been 
to be ufeful to bis Couvtrymen, not doubt- 
i«^, but that if this TrcatifeJIiould appear 
to the Dijciples 0/ Hermes to have avj 
dejerts, there vpoiild he foinid fuch as will 
travjlate it ijito fucb a Language as thej 
fleafe. 
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General Explication 

O F T H E 

E M B L E M E, 

Tranflated from the French. 

IT ought not to be cxpc6lcd to find hero 
a particular Explication, fuch as fhoujd 
undraw the Curtains which arc fpread 
over the philoibphick Enigma, for to 

fhcw the Truth quite naked i for if that 

5vere [done], there would remain nothing more to 
be done but to bum all the Writings of the Philojfo- 
phcrs : The Wiic would not have any more Advan- 
tage over the Ignorant 5 the one and the other would 
be equally skiUra m this wonderful Art. 

It ought therefore to be thought fufficient to fee 
in this Figure, as in a Looking-Glais, the Abridge- 
ment of the whole icaet Philofijyhv, which is con- 
tained in this little Book, in v/hicn all the Parts of 
' this Emblem arc cxplaificd as dear as it is permitted 
^0 be done, 

Thosv 




. Thos E thai are initiated in tli f*iiildfbpEidk Mj^-" 
feerics> will ealily and prefently comprehend tlie Senfe 
Vrhich is hid under this Figure. But thofc who have 
not thefe Lights, iftuft here confider in general a mu- 
tual Corre%>ndence betwixt the Heavens and the. 
^arth, by Means of the Sun and Moon, who are like 
the iccret Ties of this Philofbphical Union. 
, *r H E Y will fee in the Praftice of the-Worck, two 
parabolical Rivulets,' who confounding [or mixing] 
themfelvcs fecretly together, 0ve Birth to the my- 
fterious Triangular Stone; wmcb is the Foui}dation 
of the Art. , 

They will fie a fecret and natural Fire, of which 
the Spirit penetrating the Stone, foblimes it in Va- 
pours, who condenie themfelves in the Veflel, 

They will fee what Efficacy the fublimed Stone 
•receives of the Sun and Moon, who are its Father 
and Mother, of whom it inherits prefently its firft 
Crown of Perfc6Hon. 

They will fee in the ^Continuation of the Prtb-. 
ftice, [or in the Progrefi of the Work,] that the Art 
gives to this Divine Liquor a double Crown of Perfe- 
orion, by the Converiion of Elements, and by tip 
Extraction and the Depuration of the Principles, by 
which it becomes to be that myfteiious Rod of ikfw*- 
ir«ry, which operates [or performs] fiich fiirprifing 
Metamorphofings. 

They will fee that this fime Mercury, as a ^htt- 
lilxy who takes a new Birth in the Fire, arrives bv 
the Mitf;iftery to the laft Perfe6Hon of the fixed Sul- 
phur ofthe Philolbphers, which gives it a fbvereign 
rower over the three Genders [or Reigns] of m- 
turej of which the three-fold Crown fupon which 
is fet for this Purpofe the Hieroglyphick Figure of 
the World) is the moft material [or dfentiay Cha- 
ndler* 

THE 



( I ) 




THE 

Ancient War 

O F T HE 

KNIGHTS: 

OR, 

A Discourse between the Stone 

of the Philofophers, and Goldy and Mer^ 
cwrj^ Concerning the true Matter from 
wEence thofe who are acquainted with 
the Secrets o£lS/aturei may make the Phi- 
lofiphlcal Stone^ according to the Rules 6£ 
a proper Prdlice, and by the hdp of />- 
mkk^ Vulcan. 

Compefed Originally m iki^Gef- 

«ww. Tongue by a very aUc' PhihJSphery 
and newly fraDflared fiom' xhtljOim intq • 
Prenck^ now from the Pnnah jofidptd' 

'^to ,EngliJb. • . J. . 

... t 

H E Sub)i£«9:. (£ thk Difcourfp ; Is 
a. Difpute wfaich Gold and A/ct" 
cturj had one Day with the Stone 
of the Phllofophers. . See here in 
^'hat manner a truePbilofopher fpcaks, (who 
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is axived at the Pofleffion of this great Se- 
cret.) 

I ppoteft iinto you before God, 'and up- 
on the (eternal) Salvation of my Soul> with 
a fincere Heart, touch'd with Coifipaffion 
for thofe who have been a long while in 
this great Search ; and (I give you notice,) 
41 you who Efteem this wonderful Art, that 

I. our whole Work takes its Nativity (*) frcMn 
one only thing, and that in this thing the 
Work finds its Perfeftion, 'Without having 
need of any other thing whatfoever, but to 

a. be diflblved (*) and coagulated, which it 
muft do of it felf, without the Afliftance 
of any foreign Thing. 

When we put Ice into a Veflel placed on 
the Fire, we fee that the Heat makes it di- 

5. folve into Water ; O we muft ufe the fime 
way with our Stone, which oriy wants the 
help of the Artift, the Operation of his 

A. Hands, and the Adion of the (^) natural 
Fire : For it will never be diflblved of it felf, 
though it Ihould remain for ever on the 
Earth, 'tis for that reafon we muft affift it; 
in fuch a manner, however, that we add no- 
thing to it, which is foreign cm* contrary to 

ir. 

Tuft as God produces the Com in the 
Fieldj? and that u afterwards belongs to ni 
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to reduce It into Meal, to knead it, and 
make Bread of it : In like manner our Art 
requires us to do the fame thine (*)♦ God 5, 
has created us this Mineral; to tne end, that ^ 
we ftiould take it fcy it felf, that Jwe ihbuU 
uncompound or^iftolve the Compofitipft of 
the grofs and thick Body ; that we ihould 
feparatc and take for our felves whatever 
good it endofes inwardly, that we rejeft 
what it has of fuperfluous, and that out of 
Si (iftortal) Poifon, we learn to make a (So^ 
vereign) Medicine. 

To give you a more perfed underftahd- 
ing of this agreeable Difcourfc ; 1 will recite 
to you the Difoute which arofe between 
the Stoiie of the Philoftphersy Goldy and 
Mercmji fo that thofe who have a long 
time apply 'd themfelves to the fearch (of 
our Art,) and who know how we ought 
to deal with (^) Metals and Minerals, g; 
taay be thereby jfufficiently informed how 
to anive direftly at the End which they 
propofe to theitifelves. *Tis neverthckfi . 
neceflky, that we ihould apply our felves 
to knowj (*) -exteriorly, and interiorly the ^j 
Eflence and the Properties of all things * 
which ^e on the Earth, and that we pene- 
trate into the Profundity of the Operation?, 
whicb Nature is capable of. ' ' ' • 

B 2 The 
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The RECITAL. 

Cold Jlnd Mercury went one Day with an 
irmed Hand, to (give Battle unto, and) fiib- 
due the Stone- Gold anirtiated with Fury, 
• begun to fpeak thus : 

GOLD. 

How have you the Boldnefi to raife youf 

. felf above me, and my Brother Mercury j 

and to pretend a Preference before us ; you 

8. who are only a (*) Worm (fwoDen) with 
Poilbn ? Do you not know that I am the 
moft precious, the moft durable, and the 
chief of all the Metals ? (tnow you not) 
that Monarchs, Princes, and Nations, do 
alike make all their Riches to confift in me, 
and in my Brother M^cmj^ and that you 
are on the contrary, the (dangerous) Enemy 
of Men, and of Metals ; fo that the (moft 
able) Phyficians ccafe not to publiih^ and 
extol the (fingular) Vertues which I poflefs 

A O ^o give (and prefervc) Health tp ^ tlie 

^' World ? 

VcA STONE, 

To thefe Words (full of Anger) the 

5tone anfwer'd, (* without being mpved,j 

my dear Gold, why are you. not rather 

7 * angr>' 
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angry with Go^, and why do you riot ask 
him, fbi^ what Realbns he has not createdl 
in you what is found in me I 

COLD. 

*Tis God himfelf who has given me the 
Honour, the Reputation, and the glittering 
Brightncfe, whicn renders me fo eftimablc, 
it is for that Reafon that I am fo ftarched 
for by every one* One of my greateft Per^ 
feftions is to be a Metal unchangeable in 
the Fire, and out of the Fire : So all the 
World loves mc^ and runs after me ; but 
you, you are only a (*) Fugitive, and a i©; 
Cheat, that abufes all Men : This is feen 
in that, that you fly away and efcape out 
of the Hands of tho^ who work with you^ 

The STONE. 

^Tis true, my dear Gold, 'tis God who 
has given you the Honour, the Durability. 
and the Beauty, which makes you preci- 
ous; 'tis for that Reafon that you are 
obliged to return (etemaj) Thanks (to the 
divine Bounty,) and not to deipife others 
as you do ; for I can tell you, that you 
.are not that GoUy of which the Writings of 
the Philofiphers make mention ; C^) but 
that (kid is hidden in my Bofom. *Tk ^^* 

3 5 true5 
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mifi, I own it, I flow in the Fire, (and 
I abide not there,) neverthelefs you very 
well know, that God and Nature have gi-* 
ven me this Quality, and that this muft 
be fo ; for as much as my Fluidity turns to 
the. advantage of the Artift, wlio knows 
ji 2. C^) the way how to extraft it ; know, nc-. 
verthelefe, that my Soul remains conftant in 
me> and that ihe is more ftable, and more 
fixt than you arc, altogether Gold as you 
are, and. more than are all your BFOthers^ 
and all your Companions are. Neither Wa-. 
ter, nor Fire, be they what thiey will, 
on deftroy her, nor confume her ; though 
they ftiould aft upon her during as long a 
time as the World Ihall laft. 

*Tis not then my Fault if I am fought for 
by Artifts, who know not how they ought 
to work with me, nor in what way I ought 
to be prepared. They often mix me with 
foreign Things, which are ('intirely) con-» 
trary to me. They add to me Water, 
Powders, and fuch other like thiqgsj which 
deftroy my Nature, and the Properties 
which are eflential to me ; fo that there is 
I J, hardly found one in a Hundred (^) who 
Works with me. They all apply th^m^ 
felvcs to fearch out the (Truth or the) Art 
in you, ' and in your Brother Mcr^m > 

tis 
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'tis lor that Kealbn that they all err> and 
'tis therein that their Works are falfe. They 
are themlBves a (good) Example of it ; for 
'tis unprofitably that they employ their 
Gcldy and that they endeavour to defiroy it ; 
there remains nothing to them from all that) 
but extreme Poverty, to which they fee 
themlelves at laft reouc'd. 

Tis you, Goldy who art the firfl caufe* 
(of this ill Fortune;) you very well know, 
jliat without me it is impoilible to make 
any Goldy or any Siher^ which (hall be 
perfed, and that it is I abne who hava 
this (wonderful) Advantage. Why there- 
fore do you permit almoft all the whole 
World to lay the Foundation of their Ope- 
rations upon you, and upon Mtrcmj t If 
you had yet any remainder of Honefty, 
you'd hinder Men fiiom abandoning them- 
felvcs to a moft certain Lofs ; but as (inftcad 
thereof) you do quite the contrary, I may 
with Truth maintain, that it is you only 
who are a Cheat. 

GOLD. 

I will convince you by the Authority 
of the PhUofifhersy that the Truth of the 
Art may be accomplilhed with me. Read 
Hmncs, he feys thus : ^^ The Sun is its Fa- 

B 4 " thcr 
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14* «< ther, ^d the Moon (*) its Mothfer ^ liaw- 
I am the only one which diey codap^e to 
the Sun. 

crates^ Didfioruksy M^^ R^y ^verroesy 
QtUry Rp^fffkimt iM^i u0ertHi Magtmsy 
Arnoid Qt' FilU Nov4> Tbcnuu ^mnasj 
and a great Numbly of other /^W?^/ierj,, 
whom I pafe by in Silenc?e> that I m^y.not 
be long, do aU write clearly and diftinidtty, 
that the Metals and the (phyfical) Tinc- 
ture, ate hot made bat of Std^hur and of 
J J . M^'Cfirji C^) that this §f^hfir[ ojeht to be 
red, incumbuftible, fl^feftly rafting the 
Fire ; and that the Mercury ought to be 
clear, [or bright,] and weil purify'd. In 
this manner they fp^ak witliout any referve ; 
they name me openly by my proper Name^ 
and fay, tliat in Goldy (that is to lay in me> 
there is found the red digefted, fixc^ and 
incupibuftible Sulphur ; which is true, and 
very evident; for there is no Body who 
does not know well, that I am a Metal> 
the moft durable (and unalterable) that I 
am endowed with a perfeft Sulfhw^ and in* 
tirely fixt, over which the Fire has ixo 
power. 

Mercury was of the fame Opinion with 
G$U, he approved of his Difcourff, main- 
tained 
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Triumph. 9 

tallied that all which his Brother Bid vds 
true, and that the Work might be perftd-^ 
ed after the manner which the Phtlpfepheri 
herein above*cited have written^ He added 
alfo, ' that every one (fufficiently) knew 
how great a (mutual) C^) Friendiiup there i$^ 
was between Gold and him, preferably be- 
fore all the other Metals ; tnat there was 
no Body who could not eafily iudge there-i 
of by the Teftimony of his own Eycft^ 
that the Goldfimths, and other filch like 
Artificers knew very well, that when they 
would gild any work, they. could not do 
without (a mixture of) Gold and Mereuryi 
and that they make a Conjim&ioii of them 
in a very fmall time, without difficulty, and 
with -^xy little Labour ; what ought not 
to be hop'd for with more Time, more La-* 
lx)ur;t and more Application I 

The S TO NE. - 

At this Difcourfe, the Stone begun to 
Laugh, and tokl them, in Truth you de-* 
ferve both the one and the other of youi 
that they fhould jeer you, and your Demons 
ftration ; but it is you Gold that I ftill the 
more admire at, fedng that you are fo much 
conceited of your felf, for having the ad- 
vantage whicn you bi^ to be gbod for 

fome 
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fome certain Things. Can you be per- 
fwaded that, the ancient Philofiphers did write 
as they have done, in a Senfe which ftiould 
be unaerftood in a common Way ? And do 
you believe that one ought plainly to inter<» 
, , prct their Words according to the Letter ? 

GOLD. 

■ 

I am certain, that the Philofiphers^ and the 
Artifts, whom I cited, have not written a 
I^ie. They are all of the fame Sentimeht 
concerning the Vertue which I poflefs i 
Tis very true that there are found fbme 
who would feai'cL in Things quite diibnt» 
for the Power and the Properties which 
Ire in me. They have workt on certain 
Herbs, on Animals, on Blood, on Urines, 
c>n Hair, on Sperm, and on Things of this 
Nature ; thofe' have without doubt ftray'd 
fiom the true way, and have fometimes 
written Falflioods : But it is not fo of thofe 
Mafters whom I have named. We have 
certain PiX)ofs, . that they efFedually poiTeft 
tliis (great) Art ; 'tis tor that Reafon that 
we ought to giye credit to their Writings. 

The STONE. 

I do not make any doubt at all of (thofe 
Phihfophers) having had an intire Know-* 

ledge 
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le<%c of the Art; excepting, neverthelefi, 
fbme of thofe whom you have alledged; 
for tha-e are amoi^ them, though a very 
fewi fome who knew it not, and have only- 
written what they have heard People fey 
of it : But when tney (the true Philofifhers) 
plainly name Gold and Mexcnry^ as the 
Principles of the Art, they only make 
Ufe of thefe Terms thereby to nide the 
Knowledge from the Ignorant, and (torn 
thoiewho are unworthy (of this Science ;> 
for they very well know that fuch (vuIt 
r) Wits mind only the Names of things, 
je Receipts, and the Procefles which they 
find written, without examining whether 
there be any (Iblid) Foundation in what 
they put into Praftice. But the wife Men, 
aftd thofe who read (good Books) with 
Application and Exadnefs, confider all 
Things with Prudence, examine how con- 
fonant and how agreeing one Thing [is 
with another ; and by thefe means they 
penetrate into the Foundation (of the Ait,) 
to that by Reafoning, and by Meditation, 
they difcover (at length) what the matter 
of the Philofipher$ is, among whom there 
i5 not any one to be found who would fliow 
it, or make it known openly, and by its 
proper Name, 

They 
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They declare themfelves pkinly about iu 
vrhen they tell ye, that thty never reveal 
lefs (of the Secret) of their Art, than when 
they fpeak openly, and ifl the common way 
tf)^ delivery :) But (they affirm) on the 

^j^<xMX9arf, i^^ aidtett they ufe' Simili- 

tudes, Figures, and Patables^ it is iu.Truth 
, in thofe places (of their Writings) that they 
difdofe their Art ; for (the Philofiphers) af- 
ter havbg difcours'd of Gold md Mercwj^ 
feil not of declaring afterward and affiiring 
us, that their Gold is not the common S^ 
(oY Gold) and that their Mercwrj is not the 
common Mmmy ; fee here the Reafon* 

\ V Gold is a perfeft MetaU which by Rea* 
^ Ton of its Perfeftion (which Nature haij gi^ 

V ven it) cannot be carried further (by Art) to 
> ^ more perfeft Degree ; fo that in what way 
vjfoever one may work with Gold^ whatever 
V Artifice one makes ufe of; thobgh one 
>* ihould Extraft its Colour (and its Tin? 

V d:ure) a hundred Times, thd Artift will 
V. never make more G^W, and ftiall never tinge 
«t a greater Qiiantity of Metals than there was 

of Colour and Tindure in the Gold (from 
whence it Ihall have been Extraftedj) for 
this Reafon it is that the Philofiphers fiy, 
J g. that we ou^t to feek Perfedion (*) m 
the imperfed Things, and that we Ihall jSnd 

it 



k tfiere. You may read in the Hofiry 
what I have told you here. Rajmund^ LhUj^ 
.whomlyou have cited to me, is. of the fame 
Sentiment, (he affures) that? th^ which 
ought to be made better, ought not to be x 
perfeft; becaiife in what is jp^ Is 

nothlnjg to be changed ; and one (hall fooner 
deftroy its Nature, (than add any Thing to 
its PerfedUon). 

GOLD. 

I am not ignorant, that the Philofopheri 
fpeak after this manner ; yet this may be 
apply 'd to my Brother Mercury^ who is , 
as yet imperfed ; but if one jom both of 
us together, he then receives from me the 
Perfeaion (which he wants :) For -he is of 
the FenuHtne Sex, and I am of the Mafcnlmi 
Sex ; which makes the Philofofhers fay, th^ 
the Art is one quite homc^eneal Thing. You 
fee an Example hereof in (the Procreation 
of) Men, for there can no Child be Bean 
without (the Copulation of) Male and Fe- 
male; that is to fiyj without the Conjun- 
ftion of the one with the other. We hav^ 
the like Example thereof in Animals, and 
in all living BeingSr 

^ The 
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The STONE. 

*Tis triie, your Brother Menurf is iiii^ 
jf^.perfeft (*), and by corifequeiice he is not 
the Mercmj of the wife* So though you 
Ihduld be join'd together^ and one fhould 
keep you thus in the fire during the Courfe 
-'' of many YearS) to endeavour to unite you 
perfedly to one another? there will alway<5 
nappen (the fame Thing, namely,) that as 
foon as the Metcurj feels the Adion of 
Fire, it feparates it felf from you, it is fub- 
limed> it flies away, arid leaves you alone 
below* That if otie diiHblve you in Acput-' 
fortii^ if one reduce you into one only 
(Maft), if one tiielt you^ if one diftilyou, 
if one coa^late you, you will never pro- 
duce any Thing but a Powder, and a red 
Precipitate : That if one make a Projeftiori 
of this Powder on an imperfed Metal, it 
tinges it not ; but one finds as much Goldoit 
one put /therein at the beginning, and yout 
Brother Mercun quits you and flies away.* 
See herejthefe are the Experiments, whfch 
thofe who apply themfelves to the Search 
of Chjmiflrj have made* to their great Da- 
mage, during a long Train of Years : See 
alfo (where tiiere endeth) all the Knowledge 
vluch they have acquired by their Works. 

Biij 
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But becaufe there is a Saying of the Anci- 
ents, whereof you would make ufe to your 
Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire), 
homogeneal Thing ; that no Child can be 
Bom without Male and Female ; and that 
you imagine to your felfj that the Phito/^ 
phers do thereby intend to fpeak of you and 
your Brother Mtrcwrj ; I ought to tell you v 
(plainly) that this is falfe, and that it is 
imderuood much amifs concerning you, 
though in the fame Places the Pmhfi^xrs 
fpeak fincerely, and tell the Truth. I make 
it known to you, that here (^) lies the cor- 20« 
ner (angular) Stone, which they have laid, 
and at which many Thoufands of Men have 
ftumbled. 

Can you well imagine to your fel^ 
that it Ihould be the fame (f) with Me- % i* 
tals, as with Things which have Life. 
There happens to you in this, that which 
happens to all falfe Artifts : For when you 
read (fuch like Paflages) in the Philofiphersy 
you apply not your felve? any more to exa- 
mine them, to endeavour to difcover whe- 
ther (fuch Expreffions) fquare and agree to- 
ther, or no, with what has been (aid be- 
fore, or what is fiid afterward : Yet (you 
ought to know) that ail which the Pmlofi- 
. fhtrs have written in figurative Ternis abowc 

the- 



il6 Ths HERMEtlCAL 

the Work, ought to be underfcood of rtie 
only, and of no other Thing which is in 
the World ; becaufe there is only me who 
'can perform that which they fay, and that 
zi.i^) without me it is impoflible to make 
«y true Goldy or any true Silver. 

GOLD. 

• » 

Q(X>A. God ! have you no Shame of 
telling fo jgreat a Lie ? And do you not 
think you commit a Sin, in boafting your 
fclf to fuch a Height, as to dare to attri- 
bute to your felf alone, all which fo many 
wife and knowing Men have written of 
'^ X this Art, for fo many Ages ; you who are 
-* \^ only ■ a thick, impure, and poifonous Mat- 
^ . a- ter : And you acknowledec, notwithftand- 
-ing this, that this Art isau one (perfeftly) 
••Momogeneal Thing ? You fay further, 
that without you, one can make no true 
Gold^ nor true Silvet't as being an uni- 
25. vcrfal Thing (*)• (Is there not a mani- 
•fcft Contradi(ftion there ?) For as much 
as many knowing Perfons have applied thcm- 
-felves with fo much Care and Exaftnefe to 
thofe (curious) Searches, which they have 
made, that they have found out other ways 
- (vi^. Procefles) which they call Particulars, 

from 
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hilars, from whi^h, nevertheld^^ orte may 
draw great Gaini 

The StOJVE 

My dear Gold, be not furprifed at what 
I am going to tell youj and be not fo im- 
prudent as to impute a Lie to me ; to me, 
who am (*) older than you t If fb be I ^^4* 
were indeed miftaken in this Poitit, you'd 
have Reafon to excufe my (great) Age ; 
fince vou ate hot Ignorant tnat old Age 
Ihoula be reQ)e(9:ed. 

But to convince yoU that t have fpoken 
Truth ; in order to defend my Honour^ I 
will rely on n6 other but (the Authority) 
of the fame Matters whom you have quo- 
ted, and whom for that Rcafcn you have 
no Right to refufe. (For Inftance,) Her- 
fftei in pfflticiilar fiys thus i It is tree with- 
out a Lie, certain and very true, That that 
which is below, is like unto that which is 
above ; and that which is above, is like un- 
to that which is below ; (*) *tis by thefc t j. 
Things that one may make the Miracles of 
one only Thing* 

Arifiotle fays : O how admirable is this v 
Thing, which contains in it felf all Things 
which we have need of. It kills it felf; 
and afterwards it reaiTumes a Life of it felf i 

...V ,- C (*) it 
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>ft 2^. (^) it efpoujfes it fdf ; , it knwgnaxes it 
felf ,' it is bom of it felf, it diubJvcs it felf 
in its own Blood; it coagulates it felf again- 
with it, and takes a hard Confidence ; it 
xriakes it felf Whitcy aad it rubifo'it felft of 
it felf; we add nothing liaore to it^ and 
we change nothing in ity except that wo 
feparate the Groffmfi^xA the Terref&eity.- 

Plate fpeaks of me in dbds Boanner : It 
is one only fing;le Thing; of .one and the 

27. fame Species. in it felf; (^) it has a Body,. 

a Soul, a Spirity and the four Elements* 

' over which it has Dominion. It wants no* . 

thing ; it has no need of other Bodies ; 

for it insenders it felf; all Things are from^ 

^ it, by It, in it. 

I could here brir^'you maiiy other Tefti- 
monies, but it being unneceflary, I pafe^ 
diem over in Silence, that I may not be, 
tcdious.^ However, fince you mppen tOy 
s V V fpeak to me of (Procejfcs, or) Pgticulare,^ 
I'll explain to yoiPin'what they dii^r . 

82. (from the Art) C^), fome Amlb wno have ^ 
wrought with me, have carried on their , 
Works fo far, that they focceedbd (b far as - 
to feparate from me my Spirit, which con- , 
tains my Tinfturc ; fo mat mixing ir with 0- 
ther Metals and Minerals they arri v'd thus far, . 
that they communicated a^finall pM ^^P^Y - 

Vertucs, 
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Vermes, and of my Power to fuch Metals ^ 
as have fbme Affinity and Friendfhip with 
me. Yet thefe Artifts who have liiccccded 
in this way, and who have indeed found 
one Part (of the Art,) are really but a ve- 
iy finall NumBer : But as they knew not 

^^^(*) the Original whence the TimSures 29^ 
come; it was impoffible for them to carry 
on their Works beyond that ; and at the 
caftii^ up of their Accounts, they have 
found rto vaft Profit in their Proceedings 
But if thefe Artifts had carried on theu- 
iSearcHes further, and that they had well 
examined which is the (*) Wife who is 50- 
proper for me ; and that they had fought 
for her, and united me with her ; I then x 
could have ting'd a thousand Times (more ,) 

*''^Wt (inffead of that) they entirdy deftroy- 

^ ^ cd my own Nature, by mixing me with 
>! foreign Things ; *tis truly for that Caufe, 

* ^Mt M Jthe making tip. of their Accounts, 
■ they have found fome Gainj however, but 
indifferent, in comparifon of the great Pow- 
^r which is in itie ; 'tis apparent, never- 
thelefs, that (this Gain) dia not proceeds 
nor had its Original, but fk>m me, and not 
from any other Thing whatfocver, (where- 
with I might be mixed.) 

C z GOJLV* 
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GOLD. ^ ^ 

WHat youKavc faid^no fufEcicnt Pr6of>>^ ^ 
for though the Philofifhers fpeak of onera*^ 
Yf Thirtgi Urtiich enclofes in it felf the four ^ 
Elements : and which [Thing] has a Body,*^ 
a Soul, and Spirit; and that oy this Thing ^^ 
they would give us to underftand the (Phy-^ ^ 
ileal) Tinfture/^af fuch time when tne < 
feme has been carried on to its highelTCPer-' >, 
feftion) which is the Point they aim at ; v 
yet this Thing ought at its beginning to be *. 
compofed of me, who am the Gold, and ^ 
of my Brothet who is the Merc$njj as be- 
ing (both together) the Male Seed, and the 
Female Seed; as has been fai3* Seforc : For 
after we have been fufficiently cook'd, and 
tranfinuted into a Tinfturc, we are then 
both the one and the other (together) the 
onei only Thing which the fhilofiphcrs 
fp^alP'bf. 

The STO ISTE. 

That goes not as you fancy; I have 
already told you before, that no true Uni- , 
on can be made of you two ; for you are 
31. not one only Body, (*) but two Bodies > 1 
together ; and conf equently you are contra- . ' 
r)', confidering the Foundation of Nature : \ 

but I 
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l^j^tut IS for me, I have an (*) impc^ft 32. 

>Body, a ftedfaft Soul, a pgiqffl ^ng Tin- 

^ "^ dure. I have, beTHes this, a clear, tranfpa** 

* 1^ w5\ volatile, and moveable //w/wj .• And 

1 1 can operate all thofe (great) TKmes, which 

^vou boaft of with you both, and which 

yhowever you are' not able to perform : For 

' 'tis I who carry the P^f^Mjcal G0ld^ and 

A the -^'^^^gQf^of the js^ijl^^ in my Bo- 

^ fom i wherefore the Philofephers (fp^ing 

' of me) fay, our Stone (*) is Invifible, and j j . 

' it is not poflible to attain to the Poffeilion 

of our MwcwTh any otherway than by 

the Means of {*) two Bodies, whereof one 

cannot r^^eive without the other the (re* 

quifite) Perfe6tion. 

'Tis for this Reaibn that there is no other 
but only my felf, who pofTefle^ a Male and 
a Female Seed, and who is (at the fame 
time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal ; al- 
io am I call'd an Hermafhrodke. Rkhardtn 
A^licHs wirneifes of me, faying, the firfl 
Matter of our Stone is call'd Rebit (t^'ice 
a Thing) tliat is to (ay, a Thing which 
has received from Nature a double occult 
Property, which is the Reafbn that the 
Kame of Hemmfhrodke is given to it, as if 
one would fay, a Matter, whereof it is dif- 
iS^ulr to be able to diftinguiih the Sex (and 

C 5 to 
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to difGOVCr) whether it be a Male, or a Fc* 
male, it inclining equally to both Sides x 
The (Univerfal) Medicine is therefore n^e 

J 5. of a Thing which is C^) the Water^Spid 
the SpiriLpf the Body. 

This has given Occafion to the &ying| 
that this Medicme has deceived a great 
Number of Fools> by Reafon of the MuK 
titude oft/£mgma's (under which it is hid ;) 
neverthelefs this Art requires but one only 
Thing, which is known by every one, am 
which many do wilh for ; aftd the whole 
is a Thing, which has not its equal in the 

5 (J, World; (*) it is however cheap, and to 
be had at a finall Expence : It ought not 
to be defpifed for that ; for it makes and 
iperfefts wonderful Thi»gs. 

u4U»HS the Philofipher fiy s, you that wof k 
in this Art, ought to have a firm and con-» 
ftant Application of Mind to your Work, 
^ not go about to try fometimcs one 
Thing, fometimes anothef. The Art con- 
fifts not in a Plurality of Species ; but in 
the Body, and in tne Spirit. Oh ! how 
true it is, that the Medicine of our Stone 
is one Thing,* one Veflel, one Conjunfti- 
on. All the Artifice begin^by one Thing, 
and ends by one Thing, altho' rh&Philoji' 
fhersy with a Pefign to conceal this (great 

(An 
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Alt) defcribe fevcral ways, viz.. a continual 
Conjundrion^ a Mixing, a Sublimation, a . 
Deficcation, and as many other (Ways and' 
Operations^ more, as may be [named by diffe- 

n rent Names : But <^) the Diffolutioh of the 37i- 
Body is not made, but m its own Blood. 

Geber lays thus : There is a Sulphur in 
the Profundity ofMercurjy which cooks it, 
and which aigefts it in the Vein of the 
Minc$, during a very long time. Thus you 
fee my dear Gold, that I have fully d6^ 
monllrated to you, that tKisSufphur is on» 

^ ly in me ; becaufe I do all my felf alone, 
without your help, and without that of all 
your Brothers, and of all your Companir 
ons. . I have no Need of you ; but you aB 
have Need of me, for as much as I can 
give Pcrfeftion to you all, and raife you all 
above the State, which Nature has phc'd 
you in. 

At thefc kft Words, the Gold grew fu- 
rioufly enrag'd, not knowing what to an- • 
fwer any further ; he confulted (however) 
with his Brother Mercftrj, and they agreed 
together, that they would affift one ano- 
ther, (hoping) that they being two againli 
our Stone, which is but one and donq, 
they joiight eafily overcome it ; fo that at 
jttf not having been able to conquer it by 

C 4 ^. 
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dilpuring, they took a Refolution to pu? 
it to Death Ipy the Sword. In this dehen 
they join'd their Forces, to make them tno 
ftronger by uniting their double Power. 

Battle was given : Our Stone difpky'd 
its Force and its Valour ,* fought them bothj 
58. (*) overcame them, deftroy'd them, ana 
fwallowed up both the one and the other i 
in a manner that there remained no lign* 
y^h^reby one might kpow what was become 
of them. 

Thus, dear Friends, whp have the fear 
of God before your Eyes, what I tell you 
pught to make you kjiow the Truth, and 
illuminate your Minds as much as is neceft 
iary to underftand the Foundation of the 
grcateft and the moft precious of all Trea- 
lures, which no Philofepher has Co dearly 
fxpfeined, difcovered, or brought to Light. 

You have then no need of any Thing 
clfe. This only remaijis, that you pray to 
God, that he would make you arrive at 
the Pofleflion of a Jewel, which is of aq 
ineftimable Value. Next to this, fliarpeq 
your MinA read the Writings of the Wife 
with Prudence ; work with Diligence (an4 
. Exaftnefs,) aft not raihly in fb precious a 
. an. Work. (*) It's time is ordained by Na- 
jure 5 ill the like manner as the Fruits which 

m 
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■re on the Treesi and as the Bunches of 
Grapes which the Vine does bear. Be up- 
right of Heart, and prc^le to your lelf 
(in your Work) an nonefi End ; other-^ 
wife God will grant you nothing ; (*) 
for he doth not communicate (fo great) a '^°* 
Giitj except to thofe who will make a good 
ufe of it ,~ and he depriveth them thato£ 
who ^eCiga 10 make ufe of it to commit 
Evil. I pray to God that he may ^v« 
you his (holy) Bkffing. j^nat. 
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DISCOURSE 

BETWEEN 

Eudoxus and Pyrophilut, 

UPON THE 

Ancient War 

; OF TH E 

JC .:^ I G H T S. 

FTROpJr/LVS. 
j O S T happy Moment, that 
1 bruigs me fo luckily to meet 
ym. here I I have for a loi^ 
I time moft eameftly wifh'd fiw 
I an of^rtunity of entertainii^ 
you with the Pro^«fs I have made in Phir 
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Ipjofhjfi by reading thofe Authors, you ad- 
vifea me to read, to inftruft me fundamen- 
taily in that Divine Science, which by way 
9f Excellency is caff d Philof^hj. 

f.V D O XV S. 

The feeing you thus again,, gives me ix| 
lc(s Joy, arid that will ftiU be inaeafed by 
Learning the Advantages you have gain^ 
by your Application to tne Study of oui 
fecrw Science. 

PTROPHILV^ 

I fhall be indebted to you, not only for 
all that I now Snow of it> but likewife for 
what I ihall hope to penetrate in the A* 
fhkk^ Myfteries, if you will pleafe to con- 
tinue to' lend me the Afliftance of your 
Knowledge. It was you that infpirea me 
with all the needful Courage, to undertake 
a Study, whofe firft Difficulties appeared 
fenpenetrable ; and of a Nature, continually 
lb blunt the Points of Wits, that are moft 
acute in the fearch of hidden Truth : But 
thanks to your good Counfel, I find my 
fetf but the more animated to purfue my 
• EmerprixCf 
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EVDOXVS. 

I am pleafcd, that I have not bcca mil^ 
taken in the Judgment of the Chara<3ter of 
your mind, you have it of the temper ic 
ought to be of, for acquiriog that KxioW'^ 
lecfee that furmounts tne Capacity of an 
ordinary Genius, and not to foften under 
fo many Difficulties as renders the Sanftu- 
ary of our Phibfiphy almoft unacceflible. 
I vtry much appjaud' that Force wkh which 
I know you have combated the ufual Dijt 
courfes of certain Wits, who think them- 
felves concerned m honour .to treat as Whim^ 
fy and Chimeray whatever they do not im- 
derftand, becaufe they are unwilling it (hould 
be feid, that others can difcover Truths of 
which they have no Knowledge^ 

PTROPff/LVS. 
I never thought there was much Attenti- 
on due to the K&£>ning of fuch as will de^ 
cide in Things they underfland not ; but I 
confefs to you, that had any thing been able 
to turn me from a Science^ for which I 
have ever had a ftrong natural Ihclinatidiy 
it would have been tlut fort of Shame that 
Ignorance hath faftned upon Inquirers into 
rms Philofifhy : It is rcaUy trouWcfome tq 

bf 
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be obliged to hide ones Application to it ; 
as one muft either do, or pafi in the Opi* 
nion of the World, for a Man that buu^ 
himfelf in vain Chimerds ; but as Truth 
ivhere-ever it is, hath ineftimable Charms for 
me, nothing has had the Power to diveig: 
ftie fiom this Study. I have read the Wri- 
tings of a great many PhiUfaphersy no kfi 
confiderable for their Learning* than far 
their Probity ; and as it could never enter 
into my Thoughts, that fo ' great Perfi>n^«s 
werefo many publick Impofton, I would 
needs examine their Principles with ferious 
Attention, and was convinced of the Truths 
they advance, altho" I pretend not to com- 
prenend them all. 

EV D O XV S. 

You oblige me much by the Juftice 
you render to the Mafters of our Art; but 
pray tell me, wh^t Phiiofiphers you have par- 
ticuhrly read, and which are thofe that have 
given you moft Satisfaftion ? I contented 
my feif with recommending to you only 
fome few. 

PTROPHILVS. 
To reply to your demand, I fliculd 
imk^ a long Catalogue, for I have read the 

Philo- 
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Phibfybers many Years without ceafiiig. 1 
have fought Knowledge in its Source* I have 
ttad the una^dine Table, the feven Chap- 
ters of Hermes with their Commentaries; 
I have read i3eber, ihtTmrha^ Rofiiry^ Thea" 
tr$tm> BibUothequcy Chjrmcal Cabinet^ and par- 
ticularly ^t)£^^3 ^rm^ Aji^nsy^? *j5- 

ttttny -otbecst -Antient and^Modern, whom 
" ittiiPCnQt;.amoQg4yhers», %^ Fidaumts 
OffmcfobtOy 3Jid Pm^iktbes* -.^^^.tA^.-. . 

I aflurc you I was terribly put to it, to 
try to find the clTeiitial Point in which they 
dll ftiould agree, they making ule of Ex- 
preffioiis fo difieringj ..aadiifteri, feem to be: 
oppofite. Some fpeak of the M^^^^^ ^^ 
ftraded "Termsi others in Terms com- 
pounded t Some exprefs only certain Qua- 
lities pf the Matter, others ftick upon quite 
different Properties ; fbme confider it in i 
State purely naturab others fpeak of it in a 
State of fonie of the Perfedions it receives 
from Art : And ill this together flings one 
into fuch a Labyrinth of Diflicultiesi that 
it is no wonder that moft of thofe who 
read the Phi/ofophers> do form quit^ diffe- 
Itnt Condufions. li^' 

I did liot conteht my felf to read the 
chief Authors you direfted me to barply 
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6nce over ; I read them over again and a- 
gain, even as often as I thought I could 
draw new Inftruftions from them, cither as 
to the true Matter, or as to its divers Pre- ^ 
parations> whereon depends the whole Sue- 
cefi of the Work. I have made Extrafts 
V from all the beft Books. I have meditate^ 
^thcrcdn' Day arid Night, uritiTT thought I 
^knew^thr Matter, -^and its"'difFererifT%Bafar 
\ tions, which Property is but one and the a 
^ lam e cc^ t in ued OpejiaUop,* Eut I avow to 
)^ou, tEt alter fiich folid Pains>. I took ^ 
lingular Pleafure to read the Antient Quar- 
rel of the' Philofofhers Stone with Gold and 
Mcrcurj \ the Neatnefs, the Simplicity, and 
the S^idity of^iis Traft have charmed 
me ; and as it is a ftanding Truth, that he 
who underftarids one tfue Philofifhcr per- 
fedly, does moft certainly underftand them 
ill i permit me, if you pleafe, to ask ycwa 
fomc Queftions concerning this, and have 
the Goodncfs to anfwer me with the fame 
Sincerity that you have always ufed towards 
me* I aifure my fdf, that after that, I (hall 
be as much inrfrufted as it is neceflaiy to 
f)e to put my Hand to the Work, and hap- 
pily to arrive at the Poffeffion of the greateft 
of dl thofe temporal Bleffings, wherewith 
it pleafes God to honour thoie who Labour 
vBi hk Love and Fcap.- E V* 
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^X^m ready to fitisfy your Demahdsi ari<l 
(hall be very glacTto hear you touch the cf- 
lential Point, whilft I am in the Refolution to 
conceal nothing from you of what may fervc 
for the InftruSion you may think yoa 
want ; But I believe it will be proper that 
I firft make you fome Remarks, that wiH 
very much contribute to clear fome impor- 
tant Paflages of the Trad you have men-^ 
tioned* 

Remark then, that the tertti Stone is t^ 
ken in many different Acceptations, and in 
particular with regard to the three differen t 3 
Stations of theWork ; whiclimakcs U€b6f *^ 
lay. That there are three StoneS;^ which are ^ 
the three Medicines anfwering to the three 
Degrees ©f Perfedion of the Work ; fo 
that the Stone of the firft Qwfe^ is t|ic 
Matter of the Philofiphers pcrfldly purified,- 
and reduced into a pure mercurial Suoftance; 
the Stone of the fccond Order, is the &Be 
Matter decoded, digefted> and, fixed into 
an incombuftible Sulphur j the Stone of the 
third Order, is the very fame Matter fef- ! 
mented> multiplied, and puHied to the kft ! 
Pcrfedion pf Tindure fixt> permanent, and 

tinging; 
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firiging : And thefe t hree Stones are the ^>c jc v 
three M edidfacs of the three K|ndsr t «i v 'w 

Remark further? that there iTa great / 
Difference between the Stoiie of the Philo- y . 
fipherij and the Philojopl^icl^ Stone; The 
firfl is the Subjeft of Phflofaphy, conCiAsxediJ^cS^fn 
m the State of its firfl: Preparation, in which ^r/^, j^;^ 
it is truly a Stoiie, fince it is Jblid> hard> 
heavy, brittle, fr^ible i it is i Body (%s 
PhUaiethes) becaufi it flaws in Fire Uke a Me^ 
td ; and yet it is a Spirit, fiir it is wholly 
VblatUe. It is the Compound md ths^ Stifne th^t 
I tomans the HHmditjy that runs in the Fire 
* (lays ^moldus in ms Letter to the King of 
^ Nafles^ it is in tl;iis State that it is a mid^ 
ly Sftb^at^cejlgyvecn a Me^d.md Mercury (as 
tlie I^SoatSimJifii exprefreS it) it is in fine 
'^ in this States thdt Gcber confiders iti where 
he (ays in two Places of his Sumnia, Take y 
ifftrStone^ that istojaj/y (faith he,) the Mat^ % 
ter if our Stones juft as if he had iaid, take 
the Philofipher*s Stone, which U the Matter 
^ of the Pfe/<?/3pferi^ Stone. 

The Philojhhick^ Stone, is therefore the t/^ p^ 
fame Stone of the Philofiphers ; when by _ 
the fecret Magiftery it is exalted to the V^x<p^icA J* 
feftion of the third Order, tranfinuting all * 
' imperfeft Metals into pure Gold or Sitvery 
Iccording to the Native of the Ferment 

D adjoined 
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aclj(Hned to it* Thefe Dii&i&ions wiU c£y 
you cooHderable Service^ to unft^ the dii^ 
ricult Senfe of the PhUofiphkal Wrkingsr 
And to clesr up divers PaUages of this very 
Author, upon which you iiiteiad to dif- 
coujfe me^ 

PTROPHILVS. 

I already difcem the Utility of thefe Rc^ 

inarkS) and find in them the Explication of 

fome of my Doubts ^ but before we pafe 

any further, pray tell me whether theAutnor 

• 6t this little Trad, whkh I fpcak oF, de- 

" ferves the Approbatiori fhat many learned 

' Men do give its snd wh^hef it cosii^ins di& 

whole Secret of the Work ? 

E t^ D XV S. 

Yonneed not doubt, ^tthat this Treatiie 
is done by the Hand of a true Adq>t, and con- 
. fequently merits the Efteem and Approbation 
ofPhilofefhtru The principal DeiW of this 
Author, is to undeceive an almolc infinite 
Number of Artifts wli© deceived by the iite-' 
ral Senfe of our Writings^ obftinately pcrfift, 
that the Magiftery is to be effed^ by the 
Conjunftion of Gold with A4eremy v^urioufly 

i)repared ; ^nd to convince them abiblutely, 
\Q maintains with the beft and moft Aati- 
^> j^(;nt Philofifhcrsy (*) that the IVirf^is not 
t made 
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ft 

^nsde i/a of one only Things of one only and 
the fame ^cieif. 

PTROPHILV.S. 

Thk^is ^he veiy firft (rf* the Places that 
raiied ^.e Jfpme Sorqples ; for methinks one 
tnay T'Cafonabjtjr doijibt, that Pisifedion Qughc 
to be fought in one only felf fame Subftance> 
and db^t widtout -^dig any Thmg to it, 
one C2fi be able tp make all Things .of it. 
The PhUpfifhers op the contrary fey, th^t 
not only we muft lonove the dup^rfluiti^ <» 
from ^ li^atter, hm ^wfaat is wanting muii >. 
likewi^ be added to it. 

EVDO X t) S. 

It is eafy to ddiver you from that Doub^ 
by this compaiiiba ; in the fanie manner as 
Juic^ exOTifted from divers I^erbsi depu- 
1^^ from tbe^ Ff^cesy and incorporated tp- 

ijether^ make but one ConfeAion of one oja- 
y aivl ^df fame Species i h the PMlafiphersi 
^ith ^edbo) cajl their prepared Matter, one 
only -jfcod felf fame Things although we are 
"ot jgnorant that it is a natural Compound 
of certain Siri^ftancjcs from one fime Root, 
*nd of one fame Kind, making togetha* one 
>*^hole compleat Homogeneity 5 in this Senfe 
fh« PbUofofhers do all agree, though fbme 

D I {ay< 
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7< fey, their Matter is compoum 
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Things, and othen of three ; 
write, that it confifts of four, 
five ; and others again> that it 
only Thing t They are all cqii«*./ in the 
right, becaufe divers Things of ofie and the 
feme Kind naturally and intimately united, 
even as feveral Waters diftilkd from Herbs, 
^d mingled togetheri do i^eed confHtute 
but one only felf-feme Thing ; and this is 
done in our Art, and fb much more fiinda- 
mentally, as the Subftances that make up 
the phildfophical Compound, difier I^ a- 
mong themfelves, than forrel Water dififers 
from Icttice. Water. 






^ PTROPHILVS. 

'^ 1 have nothing to reply to what you 
have feid, I cQfnprehend the Senfe of it ve- 
ry well.; butthere remains with me a Doubt 

*^' upon this Occafion, that I knbw feveral 
Perfons well verfed in the heading 6f the 
beft Philofipbersy and who yet follow a Me- 
thod quite contrary to the firft Foundation 

^- tl*auour Author lays ? that is ta Iky^^that 

of any Thing 7i^hatJo€ver^ other than to ie 
dijfolved and coaguloied. For thcfe Pcrfons 
begin the work by Coagriatk)n \ they muJt 

' ' 'there- 
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acrdbre work upon a liquid Matter, it^ 
lesd of a Sttme ; pray inform mc, whether ^ 
^-- Method be that of Truth ? ^ 



EVDOXVS, 



Your Remark is very judicious, the great- 
eft pare of true Phihfifhers are of the fame 
Sentiment with this Author. The Matter has 
no need but to be diflblved, and then coa- 
gulated ; Mixtion, Conjundion, Fixation^ 
Coagulation, and other like Operations^ arc 
made almoft of themfelves ; but Sjahition is ^ * ^ 7 . 
the great Secret of the Art, It is this eC^ 
fential Point that the Philofithers do not re- 
)^ veaL All the Operations ot the firft Woik> v ^ . 
>or of the_ firft^^Medicine, is nothing (to -k 
^foeak properly) but a.^ continual Splutipn ; v 
' to that cijcination, JExtraftion, Sublimati- ^ 
on, DiftiDation, is but a true. Solution of . 
lie Matter. Gel?er taught not the Neceffi- ■* 
ty of Sublimation, but becaufe it not only 
)urifies the Matter from its grols and cpm- 
?^iBiP^HB 3 but alfo, becaiSe it difpofcs 
to Sohition, from whence refults the Mer- x v v 
curial rtumidjty/^ which is the Key oTth^ 
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PYROPHILVS. ^^^J 

I am now well fortified againft thofe prCt 
tended PhUofifhersj who are of a contrary 
Sentiment to thk Author ; and I knoW not, 
how they can imagine that their Opinion 
fquares exadly with- the beft Authors f 

EVDOXVS.r ' 

. X This yzry Author alone fufSces to let '^ 
^ ,^ them fee their Error, he ex^ains himfelf 
^ by a very right fimile of Ice* which melts 
;. 5 . with the leaft Heat i to let us know, C^) 
That the principal OperMion is to procfire the 
Solntion of a Matter bard and drjy coming near 
to the Nature of a Stone ; whichs^ neverthe- ' 
Uk, by the Adion of the natural FirC:,* ' 
ought to be refolved into a dry Water, as ^ 
eaiily as Ice is;ncltcd by the kaft Heat. 

PTROPHILVS. 

I Ihould be extreamly obliged to you, if 
you would be fo kind to inform me, what 
A it is you call (*) the natnrd Fire. I very - 
well know it is the principal Key of the 
Art, many Philofiphers have expreffed the 
Mature of it by very obfcure Parables ; but 
I do confefs to you, that I have not- as yet 
been able to comprehend this Myftery. 

' E V- 
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EV D O XV S. 

It is indeed the jKtat 'Myftery of the 
AiT> all other MyAerks of this fubbne 
Phiioibpby depooding on the Knowledge of 
this. How misfibd jQbould I be, mi^ I 
fiakedly ^lain this Secret to you \ but I 
cannot do that, which no Philofipher be* 
lieves to be in his Power, all you can rea- 
sonably expeft of me is to tell you, that the 
«atjg»l_Fie whtwof this Fhikfifher fpeaks, x 
is a pgtemkl f ire, that boms not the Handi^ y 
^ but mates its Efficacy appear, being a little ^ 
^ excited by the exterior ficg. . It is'thete* 
•fore a Fife^nshj Secrgti. that this Author in 
\ the Titfe oif h\s Work calk Lmmt Vitkatu 
Artifhm has made a more ample Defcrlpt}- 
on of it, than any other Phibfiflm'. Pmt^ 
tanm has copied him, and teSs us> that he 
erred two Hundred times, becaufe he knew 
'fiot this Fire, ^tiQ he had read and undec* 
•ftood Artephim ; this myfterious Fire is na«» 
rturaL becaufe it is of one fame Nature with 
die phibfophick Matter ; but, neverthdeiv 
:che Artift pr^ares them both. 



*: X 
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PYROPHILVS. 

What you have told mej rather excite 
;t^bo &ti$fies my Corlonty, Bkne not tlve 

P 4 ejimeft 
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y earneft Requeft I make you, to infiruA me- \ 
piore^flgirly, in a Point of fuch Imporr*-. . 
tance, that without the Knowledge of it, ' 
it were in vain to pretend to the Work ; 
for without it, one meets a full Stop, after 
the firft Step made in the praftick Part of 
the.Wprk. 

E V D O XZrs. 



The wife Men have been no lefi reiervcd 
concerning their Fire, than concerning their 
Matter ; fo that it is not in my Power to 
-add any Thing to what I have ftdd of it. 
I remit you therefore to ^rtephim and Pw^ 
.tonus. Confider only with Application, 
that this natural Fire is an artificial Invenr 
tion of the Artift, that it is proper to cak 
dne, diflblve, and fublime the Stofte of the 
PhUofifhers ; and that there is but this one 
ibrt of Fire in the World able to produce 
the like Effed* Confider that this Fire is 
of the Nature of Liine or Calx, and that it 
is in no (on a Stranger, with regard to the 
Subjeft of Pbilofophy. Confider, iq fine, 
alfo by what means Geber teaches to make 
the Sublimatit/ns requifite to this Art ; for 
my part I can do no more, but make for 
you the lame wife that another PhUofifhof 

made, 
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y ^ mxfc, Thof the Stars of Venus ami hffned x x >- 
^ .^- Dicgia J9K<^ fe p'ofitioHsto you. ^/ : ^ )^ ^_ < /■ 

PTROPHILUS. 
I Aiould have been glad you had {{x>keQ 
more intel%ibly> but unce there are certain 
BoundS) beyond which the Philofifhers canh 
not pais ; I content my felf with what you 
have made me Remark ; I will again read 
over -i^qrf^iw with more Application, than / r/.v 
I have yet done, and I ihall not foi^t what 
you have told me, that the fecret Fire of (he 
wife Men, is a Fire that the Artift prepares 
according to Art, or at leaft, that he caufe 
to be prepared hy thofe that have a perfe£l 
Knowledge of Chymiftry ; that this Fire is - 
not aft wdly hot, but that it is a fiery Spi'* - 
rit, introduced into a Subjeft of one felf ^^ ;/ < 
feme Nature with the Stow^ and which be*.- • 
ing moderately excited by the exterior Firey ^ 
calcines, diflblves, fublimes the Stme, and '- 
refiLves it intQ a dry Wiuer^ as Cofmofolitt ha$ ^ 
exprefledit. .. 

EUD O XU S. 

You .perfeftly comprehend what I have 

been telling you ; I find fo by the Cora^ 

mentary you add to it. You muft know. 

that from this fuft Solution, Calcination, qr 

Sublinu« 

Old /J ^A* /C/nc P •♦/ ^ J"^^ 
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SubHmatiofiy which are here one and the 
V >^x fame Thing, there refuks the Separation of ^ i 
the terreflial and adufiibk Parts of the Stone ; ^ 
efpecially if you follow Geber*s Counfel ^ 
.^ V- ' touching the Regiment of the Fiit in the ^ 
manner he teaches it, where he treats of the ^ 
Suhlinrnhn of the BodkSy ami rf AUrcmj. 
You ought to hold it for a conftant Truth, * 
^'^ that there is but this one way in the Worldr 
to extraft from the Stone its miaous Hu- . 
m|dity, which infeparably contains the ^Ur- 
fhnr^ and the Mer^wrj of the wife Men. ;- 

FrROPHILUS. 
I am thus intirely fatkfied upon the prin- 
cipal Point of the firft Work ; do me the 
Favour to tell mc, if the Comparifon that 
^.our Author makes ("*) of Wheats wieh the 
Stone of Philofbphcrs, with regard to their 
necejfary Preparation, to make Bread with 
the one, and the Univarfel with the other* 
.appears to you to be a proper and Wjcll fuiced 
.Comparifon. 

EUDO XUS. 

It is as proper as can be made, if the 

jStone be confidered in the State wherein the 

Artift. begins to put it, to be able to b|^ 

4ghtly called the fubje^t and phibfopMck 

COHX- 
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ComaokmA ; fan )uft ds we are n($e noo^ 
fiflwHi by Wheftt, fuch ai Njitufe producer j,^^ ^, 
' k ; but w€ aie ohligfd to reduce it into .;, 
^ IMledi^ to £^rat« fi-om it 4ie Bf^ti, tiD mstke ., 
k iiito Pafie wkh Wai^y to makeBrtadof - ,. 
ir, whkh ituiiS be baked in 2^1 Oven tobe* 
cofli# a frc^ Aliment ; ir^ the ^nae mm* ., 
"^ p^, we tsk& the iSr«;^, we grinds or pdw* 
■" der iu '^^ fefw^te from it by the fecret v 

* Vtt its Terteftfcity ; we fob&fie k, wd 

* diffdlve it wkh the Water of the Sea of th€ 
- wif^ Miti i w^ decofi: thi^ (ki¥f>le Con^r 
V fedtion, to n^ke of it a fbverdign Medicine. 

PTKOFHfLUS. 
Cive me fcave to tell you, that there 
ieems to me fbme difference m this Comp^ 
rilbn. The Author fays, that one muft 
take this Mineral alone, to make this great 
Medicine, and yet with Wheat alone we 
cannot make Bre^ ; it is necef&ry to $td4 
to it, not only Wata-, but Leavertj 

EUDO XVS. 
You have already the Anfwer to thi« 
ObJ€(5tion ; in as much as this Philofifheti -^ 
like all the reft, forbids not ahfalmelj to add - 
0KJ Thingy but that nothing ftrange, or c^n* ^ 
tfarj b€ 4ddcd^ The Water that is added ^ 

tft 
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?c to the' Meal and the Leaven likewife^ art 
X nothing ftrange, or contraty to the Meal ; 
>>• the Grain of which 'tis macle was nourifted 
s by Water in the Earth J and Water is there- 
« lore of a Nature analogical to Meal : Sq the 
X >. < Wkier of the Sea of the Philofophers, is of 
H X X the fame Nature with oftr Stone ; becauie all 
that b comprized under the Minerals and 
metallick Gendre^ was formed and nourifhed 
of that very fame Water in the Bowels of 
the Earth, whither it p^etrates with the 
Influence of the Stars. You may plainly 
fee, by what I have faid* that the Philofi* 
fkexs do UQtLcontradift themfdves, when 
they fay it is oM^only fdlf.Subftancey and 
when tney Ipcak of it as a compound of 
' many Subftances of one only, and felf iame ' 
^ • 'Species. . '' 

PTRO P HI LU S. 
I think there is none but muft be con*» '' 
vmced by fo folid R.eaibns as thofe you air ' 
ledge* But tell, if you pleafe, whether I ' 
am miftaken in the confequence I draw from 
chat PafJage of our Author, where he fiys, 
^.that C^) thofi that know ^er what man* 
ner Metals and Minerals ought to be treats 
ed^ moj go direiily to the Workjthey aim at. 

If 'this & fo, it IS evident that tlie Mat* 
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ter stnd Subjeft of the Art muft not be ^ 
fought for, but in the Family of Metals and ^ 
Minerals, and that all that work upon other ^ 
Subjefts, are in the Road of Error. 



EUDO XUS. 



I will anlwer, your confequence is very 
tvell drawn ; this Phdofipher i& not alone in 
peaking thus, he agrees therein with the 
greateft Number, Antient and Modern. Ge^^ 
w", who perfeftly knew the Magiftery, and 
Vfho ufed no Allegory, treats throughout 
his whole Summa only of Met^ ana Mi- 
neral^ of Bodies and Spirits^ and of TKe 
right manner of performing them,, to make 
*^ "^ the Work of them* But as the pi Jlofophick 
>i Matter is partly Body, and parriy Spirit, 
•tf as in one Senfe it is Terreftrial, and in ano- 
\ ther it is all Celeftial ; and as fome Authors 
V confider it in one Senfe, and othei^s treat o£ 
«it in another, this has given Occadon to 
>'the Error of a great Number of Artifts ; 
who under the Name of V/tmrJaliJl^ re- 
jeft every Matter that hath received a de- 
terminative from Nature ; becaufe they can- 
not deftroy the pjffticular Matter, to fcpa- 
rate froni it the Grain which is the pure u- 
iiivcrfal Subilance* wHicli the particulai* Mae-' 
ter ihuts up in its Bofbm, and to which 

ihfc 
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the wife aiid illuminated Artift can abfo-? 

*^1utely render all the Ujjiyerfelity necefiTary 

^ to it, by the natural Conjuixftion that he 

^^ >• makes of this Germj with the moft univerr 

X lid Matterj froni whence it hath drawn its 

xOriginaL Be not flighted at thefe Angular 

ExpreffioftSi our Art is Cobffiftick* You 

will eafily compi^bei^ chefe Myftenbs be^ 

ibre you are got to the ^nd of the QpiefE- 

ons, which you defigii to make xr£ ixpcm the* 

Author that you examine. 

P TRO P H / LU S. 

If you ^ve me not this hope; I pro^ 
teft to youi that thefe myftcrious Ohfcuri-^ 
ties were enough td put me quite oC and 
make me Delpair of my good Succefe ; but 
I repofe an entire Confidence in what yosu 
tell me, and I very well comprehend* TfJ4^ 
the Metals of the Vulgar^ are not the M&Ms 9f 
the Philofophers ; for k is evident^ that to ke 
fnch they nutfi be defircjedj mi ceaje t^ ,te 
< Afetals : And the wife Man wants nothing 
>. but the vjfcus Humidity, which is their 
"*{. fir ft Matter from which the Philtfifhers^ 
make their living Metals bv an Artffioe, that 
is as Secret as it is founded upon the Princi- 
ples of Nature i is not that your meaning ? 
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E u D o xus. 

If you are as well acquainted with the r 
Laws of the Praftice of the Work, as you )( 
feem to me to comprehend the Theory, you / 
kve no need of my Inftruftions. ^ 

PTRO P HI LUS. 
I b^ your Pardon, I am very & from 
being fo great a Proficient ; what you take 
for an Effed: of a perfed Knowledge of the 
Art, is nothing but a Facility of Expref- 
fion that I have got by reading of Au- 
thors, with whom I have filled my Memo- 
I jon on the contrary ready to De- 
pair of ever attaining to fuch a Pitch of 
Knowledge, when I confider, that this Phi^ 
kfipher requires, as do divers others, that 
he that alpires to this Science, C*^) Jf^ouU j^ 
kgmv externdlj and internally the Properties pf 
all Things, and that he penetrate inta the Depth 
of the Operatimsof Nature* Tell me, if you 
pleafe, who is the Man that can flatter him- 
felf to arrive at ^ Knowledge of fo vaft an 
Extent ? 

E UD O XUS. 
It is true, this Philofepher puts xv^ Bounds 
to th« Learning of him, wno pretends to 

under- 
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iinderftand fo miraculous an Art ; for the 
wife Man ought to be perfeftly acquainted 
with Nature in general and her Operations, 
as well in the Center of the Eartn, in the 
Generation of Minerals and Metals, as up- 
on the Earth in the produftivc of Vegcts^ 
bles and Animak. He ought alfb to know 
"the unlverfal Matter, and the Martbr parti- 
cular and imniediate, upori whicfa Nurture 
works for the Generation of nl! Bfertigs ; 
V' he ouglit, in fine, to know the AflRnity 
V and Sympathy? as rilfo th^ Antipathy and 
natural Averiion that is found in all Things, 
of the World. Such was the Science of 
the great Hefmei^ and of the fifft Phi* 
lojiphers, who like him arrived at the 
Knowledge of this fublime Philofophy, 
by their penetrating Minds, and by tne 
Strength of their Reafoning ; but fince this 
Science was committed to Writing, and that 
the general Knowledge df which I gave you 
an Idea is to be found in good Books ; 
Reading, Meditation, good Senfe, and a fuf- 
ficient Praftice in Chymiftry, may give al- 
moft all the neceflary Light to acquire the 
Knowledge of this fupreme Philofophy ; 
add thereto Uprightncfs of Heart, and of 
Intention, without which it is impoffible 
to fucceed. 

p r ROf 



PrROPHILUS. 
Vou give me a moft fenfible Joy. I have 
read much ; I have meditated yet more ; 
I have exercifcd my felf in the Pradife of 
Chymiftry ; I have verified the faying of 
Anephmsy who alTurcsi That he k^mvs not 
the Qmrfojkhn efMetaky who is ignorant haw 
thej nmfi be dejirbjedj and without this Eje- 
flnidion it is impoflible to cxtraft the me- 
tallick Humidity, which is the true Key of 
the Art ; fo that I can aflure my felf, that 
I have acquired the grcateft part of the 
Qualities, that according to you, are requi- 
red in him that alpires to this high Under- 
ftanding : I have, befides, a very particu* 
iar Advantage, and that is the Goodnefs that, 
you have in being willing to commtini-^ 
cate a part of your Knowledge to me in the . 
clearing of my Doubts ; permit me, ' there- ' 
fore, to go on, and to ask you upon what 
Foundation G^^Wufes liich outragious Terms 
to tlie Stone of the Philofiphersy (*) Qdling 8. 
it a venomous Wormy and treating it with the 
Affellation ofEnemj ofMen^ ana of Metals. 

EV D O XU S. 
Thcfe Expreflions ought not to feem 
ftrange to you, the Phdofofhers themfelves 

E call 
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X H /^ call their .Stone Dragon and Serpent j in- >t 

> feBing all Things, with its f^nom. Its Sub- 

X ftance, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poifon, 

>c which the Philofipher fhould know how to 

X change into an Antidote by Preparation and 

Decodion. The Stone is moreover the E- 

nemy of Mctalf, fince it deftroys them, 

and devours them. Cojmopolite fays, there 

^)r T-j is a IVJpJJgJj, and a Stg cl, which $s as the 

/ . . ^ Water #/ Jkktalsy which has the Power to 

confume Metals^ that there is nothing hut the 

' radical Motfhre of the Sun, and of we Moon, 

Mthat can rejtfiit. But take heed that you do not 

\. here confound the Philofofher*s Stcme, with 

X the Philo/ophick^ Stone ; becaufc, if the firft 

^like 2 truQ Dragon deftroys and devours the 

imperfeft Metals ; yet the fecond, as a fo- 

vereign Medicine, tranfinutcs them into per- 

>fe(9: Metals, and makes the perftd more than 

< perfcft, and fit to make perftft the imperfeft. 

PTROPHILUS. 

What you fay not only confirms me in 
the Knowledge I have acquired by Read- 
ing, Meditation, and Pradice; but like- 
. wife gives me a new additional Light, whofe 
Splendour difpels that Darknefs, under 
which the nioft important philcfophick 
Truths have feemcd to me 'till now to be 

vailed. 
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vailid. And I now conclude from our^ 
Author^s Words, that thofe great Phyficj- "' 
ans are miftaken, who believe (*) Th^ the p. 
umuerfil Medkm is. in Cold vulgar. Do **• 
me the Favour to teD me your Opinion in 
this Pbint* • : *- 

V • • \ . « ^ - 

t ' 

Tnerc is no dou^but Gfc/^ poikffes great 
Virtues for the Prcfervation or H^ltli, agid 
Tor curing tho jnoft datlgeious' Difofe^, 
2 V h and cf j are every Day ufefully * 
employed by Phyficians, as like wife is j ; *"' 
kcaute their Solution , or Decomppfition •" 
which Wnifefh their Properties, is ' cafier • 
than that of ® i iand thaefore the more foch - 
Preparations as the vulgar Artifts make of -^ 
it, nave an Agitemcnt with the Principles "' 
and Pradice or our Art ; the more they ^ 
make appear, thie marvellous Virtues of (ft ;- Q 
but r tell you in Truth, tliat without the* 
Knowledge of our Magiftery (which only 
can teach the eflential Deftm6tion of 0} 
*tis impoffible to make the univerfal Medi-* 
cine or it ; but the wife can make it much n ^ v 
more eafily with the Gold of Philofiphers^ ^ - - 
than with (^ vulgar ; and fo you fte this 
Author makes the Stone reply to 0, That 
it might rather he angry with God, hcanje^ 

Ex he 
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he had not given it thofi AivA»Uages iiheref 
VHth he had been fUafid only to end$$e the 
St<me» 

frUOPHILUS. 

To this firft Injury that (^ docs to tlic 
^^* Stone, it adds a fecond, C) Calling it fiigi^ 
true and cheats deceiving all thofi that tlau 
any hope in it. Inftruft me, pray> how to 
£ipport the Innocence of the Stone, anct 
jultify it fit>m a Scandal of this Nature. 

EUDOXUS. . 

Call to mind the Remark* that I have 
already caufed you to make, touching the 
three different States of the Stone ; and you 
will then know, as well as my felf, that of 
Neccflity it muft in its beginning be all Vo- 
latile, and by confequence Fugitive, for to 
be depurated from all manner of Terrcftrei- 
ty, and brought from Imperfcdion to the 
Perfeftion that the Magiftery gives it in 
its other States ; and therefore the Reproach 
intended it by <?, turns into its Praile ; for 
were it not Volatile and Fugitive in the be- 
ginning, it would be impoffible to give it at 
laft the Perfeftion and Fixitv that are ne- 
ceflary to it ,* fo that if it deceives any, it 

k 
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is only the ignorant; but it is always faithful 
jto.the Sons of the Science. 

PrROPHlLUS. 
What you tell me is a certain Truth ; I 
have learned from Geber, that only Spirits, 
that is to £iy» VbUuile Snifiances are p^fobk 
to fenetrate BedieSy to be wuted to thcm^ to 
change^ tinge^ and ferfe^ them,; when thefi 
Spfrits have been cleared frgm their grojs Parts, 
iotd adt^fble ffHmditjf.. And nius I am 
fully iatisficd upon this Point ; but as I 
perceiye the Stone (*) has a gj^eat Contempt i j, 
jTor 0, and boafts to contain in its Bofim a 
Gold infinitelji mare frecions ; do me the fa- 
vour to tell me how many forts of the 
Philofophers own« 

EUD O XUS. 

To leave you nothing to defire concern- 
ing the Theory, and tne Praftice of our 
PElofophy > I will acquaint you, that ac- 
cording to the Philofiphersy there are three 
ibrts of (T.. 

The firfl is an Aflral 0, whofe Center 
i ia the Sun, who by its Rays communi- 
'^ates it, together witn its Light to all thp 
5tars, that cy:e inferiour to him. It is a 
jfi^ Subflance, and a continual Emanation 

Ej of 
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of little folar Bodies, which by the Motion 
of the Sun and Stars, being in a perpetual 
Flux and Reflux, fill the whole Univerfe ; 
all Things through the Extent of the Hea- 
j/ens, upon'the Earth, and in its Bo\^els are 
therewith penetrated, we breathe continual- 
ly this Aftral GoU^ thefe .folar Particles in- 
ceffantly penetrate into, and exhale from our 

^ Bodies.' 
X >?x The fecopd is an Elementary O, that is 

"^ 'to fay, it i$ the itiofl: pure and the moft 
fixt Portion of the Elements, and of all the 
Subftances that are compofed of them ; fo 
• ' ' that all the fublunary Beings of the three 
'Genders, contain in their Center a ptecious 
Grain of this elementary Gold* 
V < K The third is the beautiful Metal, whofe 
unalterable Splendour and Perfection give it 
a Value, that makes it efteemed by sfi Men 
as a fovereigh Remedy of all the Illsj and 
all the Neceflities of Life, and as the only 
Foundation of humane Power ^nd Gran- 

. deur ,* and therefore it is no left the objeft 
of the Avarice of the greateft Princes, than 
"^ it is the wifh and defire of all manhef. of 
"^ People. 

After this you will eafily conclude, -that 
the metallick Gold is not the Gold of the 
PhilofcfherSi and that it is not without a 

. * • . good 



.Triumph. 55 

good Foundation, that in this Controver- 
(y before us, the Stone reproaches O with 
not being what it prefumes to be, but that 
it is the Stone which hides in its Bofom 
the true ® of the wife Man, that is to lay, 
the two firft Sorts of ©, that I juft now 
named to you ; for you muft know, tliat ^ « ^ 
the Stone beii^ the moft pure Portion of ^ 
the nietallick Elements, after the Separation -^ 
and Purification, which the wife Man hasyV^ . 
made of it ; it follows, that it is properly the •* 
GoU of the fecond fort ; but when this O '^ 
perfeddy calcined and exalted unto the Clean- ^ 
ncfi, and to the Whitenefs of Snow, has - 
acquired by the Magiftery a natural Sym- ^ 
patny with the Aftral Goldy of which it is - 
vifibly beconje the true Magnet, it attrads ^ - 
^d concenters in it felf fo great a Quanti- v 
ty of Aftral Goldy and offolar Particles, w 
vhich it receives from the continual Emana- ^ 
tion that is made of them from the Center . 
of the *fi«w, and of the ^(?(^», that it is found ^ 
in the neareft Difpofition to be the living -. 
Cold of the Phdofifhers, infinitely more no- ^^ 
hk, and more precious than the metallick v 
Oj which is a Body without a Sbul, and ^ 
cannot be vivyfied, out by our living Gold, v 
and by the Means of our Magifteiy. 

E 4 PTRO' 
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PTROPHILUS, 

How many Cloiick do you diflipate iq 

*:' my Mind, and how manv philofbphical 

Myfteries do you unfola to jne at a time, by 

the admirable Things you tell me ! I (hall 

neva: be able to give you all the Thanks I 

owe you^ I confefs, I am no longer furprizcd, 

that the Stone pretends to the preterence 

before ®y nor that it dilpifes its Bright^- 

nefs, and its imaginary Merit ; finc^ the 

fmalleft Part of what the Stone givgs to 

the Philofiphersy is of more value thaQ all 

the Gold in the World. Be pleafed to have 

the Goodnefs to continue your favour to-? 

wards me, as you have begun, and do ma 

the Kindnefs to tell me, how the Stone can 

I2.afcribe to it felf as an honour (^) to hi a 

matter fluids and not fermanent ; fince^H'thc 

Phihfofhers affirm it to be mcxe fixt then 

© \l felf. 
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EUD p^rrrs: 

You fee, that your Author afllires, that 
the Fluidity of the Stone turns to the Ad- 
vantage of the Artift; but he adds, that 
it is neceflary at the f^me Time, that the 
Artift 'know how to extraft this Fluidity, 
and ivhich is the oijly Thing whereof the 

Philofo^ 
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philofipher has need> as I have told you 
already ; (b that to be fluids volatile, and not 
permanent* are qualities as neceflary to the 
Stone in its firfi State, as are its raity and > 
permanency when it is m the State oi its 
utmoft Pme&ion ; it is therefore with rea<9 
fon that the Stone efteems that quality as 
an honour, and fb much the rather as the 
Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Stone 
is notwithftanding ^ued with a Soul 
more fixt thaji Oold : But I tcU you once 
more, that the great Secret cpndfts in know? 
ing how to extraft the Humidity of the 
Stone. I have appraifed you, that this is in- 
deed the moft important Key of the Art. And 
upon this very Point it is, that the great 
Hermes cries out, Bleffed be the watry Fcrm 
which diffolvef the Elements. Happy then is 
the Artift who not only knows thf Stone, 
but alfo can turn it into Water. Which 
cannot be done by any other means, than 
^by our ficret Ftrey which calcines, di(i x 
Iblves, aiKT^fublimes the Stoqe» 

frROPHILUS. 
Whence com^s it then, (*) That amof^ 4 j . ^ 
hmfdred jirtiflsy there h fiarce one to be fgwui ^* 
that works with the Stone ; and that inftead 
of flicking to this ofic and only matter ^alone 

able 
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able to produce fb great Marvels) they <fo 
on the contrary, almoft all of them, apply 
themfelves to Subjeds that have none of the 
tlTential Qualities, chat the Phtlofifhers at- 
Dibute to their Stone? 

EUD O XU S. 

That happens in the firft Place, through 
the Ignorance of Artifts, who have not io 
much Knowledge as they ought to have of 
Nature, nor of what (he is ^le to operate 
in eveiy Thing; and in the fecond Place, it 
happens, thro* a want of Penetration of 
Mind, which Occafions that they are ea- 
Si\y deceived by the equivocal Exprefli- 
ons, that the Pkhfophers make Ufe of, to 
hide from the Ignorant, both the Matter, 
end its true Preparation. . Tliefe two great 
Defe<5ls are the caufe of the Miftake of 
thefe Artifts, and that they fix upon Sub- 
jefts wherein they dircern ^me of the ex- 
terior Qualities of the true Matter of the 
Philofophersj without making Refleftion on 
the eflential Charaders, that manifeft it to 
the Wife ? 

PTRO P HI LIT S. 
I fee plainly the Error of thofe who ima- 
gine, tnat vulgar © »and 5 are the true 

Matter 



•^vs 



Triump.h. 59 

Matter of Philofephers ; and I am fully per- 
fuaded of it, leeing upon how weak a 
Foundation © builds the pretence oPits 
Advantage over the Stone, alledging for that 
purpofe thefe words of C) Hermes ; The 14. 
Sm is its Father^ and the Moon is its Mother. 

EU D O XV S. 
This Foundation is frivolous ,* I have told 
you what the Philofiphers mean when they 
attribute to the Sun and Moon the Prin- 
ciples of the Stone. The Sun and Stars 
are indeed the firft Caufe of it ; they in- 
fpire the Stone with that Spirit and Soul 
that give it Life, and make all its Efficacy. 
And therefore it is that they are its Fa- 
ther and Mother. * 

TTROTHILVS. 
All the Philofiphers fey as this, (*) That ^ ^^ 
the Phfical TinSure is cmpofed of a red 
and incmbHflihle Sulphur, and of a clear 
and a well purified 2 ; is this Authority 
any ftronger than the laft, to make it to be 
concluded, that GoU m\Mercmy are the 
Matter of the Stone ? '^ 

E U D O xWs^ 
You ought not to have, forgotten, that 
all the Philofiphers unaniftpufly declare, 

'■">. that 
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that vulgar G attd Metals are not dieir 
Metals ; that theirs are living, and that the 
others are dead ; nor Ihould you . have for^ 
gotten that I ihowed you by the Au- 
thority of the Philofiphersy fupported upon 
X the Principles of Nature, that the mct^fe^. 
X Humidity of the* Stone prepare3'ahHpun|YS 
>ir contains inleparably m its Bgipm the 4$iw- 
-y^ffoHTy and the 5 oi the PmloJ^ers ; that it 
. is fey confequepce that only tiling of CMje 
' only and felf fame kind, to which nothing 
ought to be added ; and that the only 5 
of the wife Men contains its O'wn Su^mr, 
by means whereof it coagulates, and fixes it 
. fei£ ; you ought therefore to hold for an 
undoubted Truth, that the artificial Mix- 
ture of a Sulphur, and of a i? , whatever 
they be otherways than thofe whicKarc na** 
turally in the Stone, will never be the tijic 
philofophick Confedion. 

PTROPHILUS. 
i<f. But C^) that ffre^t and natural Frieudfhip 
V^hich is betTveen Gold and 5 > and the XJn'um if 
them fo ea/ilj made ; are they not Proofi 
that thefe two Subftances may be convert? 
ied by a due Digeftion into a Tinfture ? 

EU DO XU S. 
There is nothing more abfurd then thitf 
^ if a]l the S mingled with 0^ (hould 

be 
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he convierted into (?, which is iittpoffible> 
or that all the © fhould be turned into 5 > 
or into fome middle Subftance, there would 
never be found more of folar Tinfture in 
this Confeftion, thai) there was in the 
€M, - th^as^ mingled with the S ; and by 
conJ^uen€& it woukthave no tinging Vir- 
tu^-aop-'flnifciriying Power. But it i^ 
moft certaiAy^ 'tnat th€fe- iiever cm be any 
perfeSt Union of © and 2 ; for this fu- 
gitive Companion will abandon the ©, as 
foon as ever it is prejQTed by the Aflion of 
the Fire* 

FT RO P rfl L VS. 
I doubt not in aiy fort of what you hafvc 
now told me, thofe Sentiments being con- 
firmed by the Experience of the moft folid 
Philojophersj who openly declare themf^lves 
againlt Gold and Mercury vulgar; but at 
the fame Time I have a doubt> which 
is this, that it being true, that the ?/?//(?- 
fifhers never (peak the Truth lefs, than when 
they ftem openly to explain themfelvas 
niay they not, as touching the evident 
Exdufion of (^ , deceive thofe who take the 
S^nfc of their Expreffions according to the 
Letter ? Or may one rely upon for a Cer- 
tainty, as this Author fays, (*) Tho: th \^ 

Philofo-^^* 
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Philofophers do not manifejl their Arty biU 
when thzy make ufe of Similitudes^ of Figures^ 
40td of Parables f 
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There is a great deal of difference be- 
^ tween declaring pofitively, that fuch or 
^ fuch a matter is not the true Subjed: of the 
Art, as they do, touching and Q ; and 
giving to underiland under Figures and 
Allegories, the moft important Secrets to the 
Cliildren of the Science, that have the Ad- 
vantage clearly to difcern the philofophick 
Truths, thro* the enigmetical Vails where^ 
with the Sages fo artfully cover and conceal 
them. In the firfl: Cafe, the Philofophers fpeak 
the Truth negatively, without any double 
meaning; but when they (peak both affirma- 
tively and clearly upon this Siibjeft, it 
may be concluded, that thofe who ftick to 
the literal Senfe of their Words, will un- 
doubtedly be deceived. ThQ' Philofophers 
v\ behave lio way more certain to hide their 
Science from the unworthy, aW c^en it 
to the wife, then og^ to explain it by Al- 
legories in the effenrial Points of their Art ; 
it was this made Artcphiiu faij-i That this' Art 
is intirely Qtbdijlicd^ for the underflanding 
whereof, there is need of a kind of Revelati- 
on; 
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oh ; the moft penetrating Wit, (without the 
Afliftance of a faithful Friend, who is a Ma- . 
fter,) not being fufficient to diftinguifli. ' 
Truth from Falfliood ; it being next to' kl ^^ -^ 
impoffiblc, that by the only help of Booksr ^ 
ana of Labour, and Experiments, one -^ 
ftiould be able to arrive at the Knowledge ^^ 
of the Matter, and much lefe to acquire >*»* 
the underftaftding of the Pradice of an Art 
fo Angular, how plain, how natural, and, 
how eafy foever the lame may be. 

PTROPHILUS. 

I know by my own Experience, how 
needful is the help of a true Friend, fuch 
as you are. In tlie want of which, me-, 
thinks, fuch Artifts that have Wir, good 
Senfe and Probity, have no better way than 
to confer together often, fometimes upon 
what Light they draw from the reading of 
good Books, and fometimes upon the Dif- 
coveries their Experiments afford them ; 
that fb from the Diverfity and comparing of y / y; 
their different Sentiments, there may fpring. 
new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they, 
may be enabled to carry^* their Difcoveries 
to the laft Period of this fecret Science. I 
doubt not but you approve of my .Opini- 
on ; but as I know that feveral Artifts re- 

gaid 
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^rd [as vifioiiary and paradoxical the Seii^ 
tilhents of thofe Authors, who maintain 
18.. with this, (*) That PerfeElm is to he fought 
m Things imperfrSl ; I fhall be extrcamly 
obliged to youi if you pleafe to give me 
' - your Senfe upon a Point that feems to me 
td be of great confequence* 

£V D XV Si 

YoU are already perfuaded of the Since-* 
rity and Truth of your Author ; and yoU 
ought fo much the left to call it in Queftionf 
upon this Point, in that he is of one Mind 
herein with the true PhUofiphers ; and I 
caniiot better prove to you the Truth of 
what he fays here> than by making ufe of 
the lame Reafon, thit he (quoting the 
Learned Raymond LuUj) has given of it. For 
it is certain, that Nature {fops iri her Pro- 
duftidns, when (he has brought them to 
their proper State and l^erfeiSion ; for Ex- 
ample, when from a moft clear and moft 
pure mineral Water tinged by feme Porti- 
• on of metallick Snlphftry Nature produces a 
precious Stone, flie flops there^ ^s (lie like- 
wife does when in the Bowels of the Earth 
flie hath formed with mercurial Water, 
Motlier of all Metals, impregnated with a 
fure folar Sulphur ; fo that as it is not poffi- 

blc 
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bie to make a Diamond, or a Ruty more pre- 
QouSj than it is in its kind ; fo neither is 
it in the Power of the Artift nay, (I will 
go further^ nor of Nature her felfi to pulh 
on GM to a greater Perfedfcion, than what 
(he has given it* It is the Philofipher that ^ ^^ v 
can only carry Nature from an undetermi-^ 
ned Imperfedion, even fo a State more than ^ 
ferfed* It is therefore fleceffitfy, that 
our Magiftery produce a pkJ^Mm Perftfti- 
on, which to accomplish, the Sage mvSk 
begin with a Thing imperfeft, wmch be- 
ing in the way of Perfcdion, is found in 
the natural Dif]>ofition to be carried on 
even to fUipp^m Perfeftionj by the help 
of an Aft whoDy Divine^ which is able to 
exceed the Hmited Bounds of Nature ,• and 
indeed if our Art could not exalt a Subjeft 
to a State of fbifyHam Perfedion, neither 
could we give Perfcftion to what is imper- 
fcd, and aH our Phitolbphy were vain. 

PrROPHILUS. 

There is none but muft needs yield 
to the SoKdity of your Reafbriing y but 
would not one be apt to think, that this 
Author plainly contradifts himfelf there, 
wliere he makes thej Stone fay, that com- 
mon 2 , Chow well fbever it may be pur- \ 

F ged,) 
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gedy) is not the 5 of the wife Men ; md 
ip. that tor this only Reafon, (^) Becmfi it is 
imperfrSl ; when according to him, if it were 
perfed, the intended Perfeftion . were not 
to be fought in it. 

EUD O XV S. 
Take good Notice of this, and obferve> 
that if the 9 of the wife Men hath been 
elevated by Art from an imperfed, to a per- 
feft State, yet this Perfection is not of the 
Nature of that, whereat Nature flops in the 
Produdion of Things, according to tlie 
Perfeftion of their kind, fuch as is that of 
5 vulgar ; but on the contrary, the Per- 
, fedion >vhich the Art gives to the S of the 
wife Men, is but a middle State> a Difpo- 
fition, and a Power that makes it fit to be 
carried by the continuance of the Work, 
unto the State o( plufquam Perfedion, wWch 
gives it the Faculty by the Accomplilhment 
of the Magiftery, at lafl to give Perfedion 
to the imperfed. 

PTROPHfLUS. 

Theft Reafbns, how abftrad foever, arc: 
very plain, and make Impreflion on the 
Mind ; for my part, I confefs, they fully 
convince me ; I befccch you, to have the 

Good- 
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Goodne& not to be offended at the Con- 
tinuation of my Inquiries. Our Author 
ftflures us, that the Error into which the 
Artifts faU, in taking vulgar Sol and Atet'* 
cmyfoc the true Matter of the Stone, decei- 
ved therein by the literal Senfe of the Phila^ 
fifhers^ (*) Is the ffreat fitmAing BUxk^ to 20# 
Th&njmds of Perfins ; for my part I can*t 
imagine, how with any Reading, ahd good 
Scnfe) it is poflible to harbour an Opinion fo 
vifibly condemiled by the beft FhUofiphers $ 

teVt) O XU S. 
Andyet the Thing is fb. The Philafi^ 
phers ' warn them to no purpofe, to take 
heed not to be deceived by common Sol 
^dMenfijy. Moftdo, neverthelefs, obfti- 
nately adhere to them, and very often after 
having wrought in vain through a long 
Courfe of Years upon Matters ftrange and 
foreign, and are fcnfible of their faulty they 
then come to vulgar Svl and ^dertwtjy where- 
in diey find their Account no better then 
l^ore. It is true, there are fome Philoph^ 
^s^ who though otherwife appearing ve- -. 
ty finccre, yet tnrow Artifts into this Er- ^ 
^ovj maintaining very ferioufly, that thole -^ 
that know not the Gold of the Philojophers^ * 
^y neverthelefs find it in common Gold - 

F z decoded 
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>c decoded widi the Mercurj of the Philo/i^ 

y<fhers. Philaletha is of this Sentiment j he 

> affures, that Count Trevifiny Zachayjy and \ 

V flamel fi^llowed this Way ; but he adds^ ^ 

"^ " ^Tfiot it is n§t the true Wkj of the wifi Men, 

X thamh it leads to the fame End. But thefe 

Aflmances^ however fincere they may feem^ ^ 

£dl not to deceive the Artifts, whi deG-' 

rous to follow the &ne PhUaletha in the 

Purification and Animatiouy that he teaches 

of common Afercmy, to make the Philofr* 

X X > fher's Mercmj of it, (which is a moft grofs 

\x < Error, under which he hath hidden the 

K ^- % Secret of the Mercury of the wife Men,) 

iindertake upon his Word a moft pain/ul 

and almoft impoffible Work ; and after a 

long CaEour full of Cares and Dangers^ they 

get nothing but a Mercmy^ a little more 

impure than it was at firft, inflead of a 

Mercwry animated with the ceieftial Ouime 

EJfencey a deplorable Error that hath loft and 

niin'd, and will ftill Ruin a very great 

Number of Artifis* • 

PTROP HILU S. 

K is a great Advantage to become Wife 
at another's coft ; for my part I will en-* 
deavour to reap Profit fix}m this Error by 
'Mowing the good Authors^ and guide 
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my felT by the Inftruftions your Goodnds 
is plea(ed to give me. One of the Things 
that moft comnbutes. to the bfinding of 
Aniftst who adhere to © and 5* is that 
iifiial Expreffion of Phihfiphersy^ i. e. that 
thdr Stone is compofed of Male and FeiDalep 
that ® (upplies the place of t/iakx and 9 
of Female ; Iknow very weD, (as my Author 
here fiy^^ (*) That it is not ^erthefinte 21^ 
mofmer 7i/kh Akfdh as with Thims that have 
ig^; but yet I ftwJI be very fenhbly oblig- 
ed to you, if you wiB pleafe to explain 
to me wherein this ditferoice confifb. ^ ^ I 

EUDO XVS. 

It is a conftant Truth, that- Ae-Copu- 
iation of the Mak, and of the Female i^ 
ordwned by Nature, for the Generation of 
Animals ; but this Unic«i of the Male and! \ jy v 
female for the Produftion of the Elixir^v 
^ liftewife for the Produftion of M&- v 
td^ is purely All^oricaL and is no more -4 
necefiary than for the Produftion of Ve- ^ 
getables, whofe Seed contains in it felf aH ^ 
that is required for Germination, Increafi^ - 
«nd Multiplication of Pfcmts. You wiH ^ ^ 
then Remark, that the philolbphical Matr - . 
ttror 9 ofPi&%^fcriisatrueSeed, which, . 
tho' Homogenous in its Subflancc, is yet of . . . 

F 5 adott* 
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a double Nature, t/ic.. it participates equafly of 
the Nature of metaUick iSK^ivr and 9, inti"* 
mately and infeparably united, whereof the 
one reprefents tne Male, and the -other the 
Female ; for which caufe the PhUofiphers call 
it HermsfhraditCj (i. e.) that it is endued 
with both Sexes,- fb that without having 
need of the Mixture of any other things it 
alone fiiflSices to produce the philofbphick In* 
fant,' whofe Family may be infinitdy multi-* 
plied in the fame manner, as a Grain of Wheat 
with time and culture may produce a fuffi- 
cient Quantity to fow a vaft Field* 

PTROPHILUS. 

If thefc Wonders are as real as they are 
probable, one muft confefi, that the Science 
which gives the Knowledge of them, and 
teaches the Praftife, is almoft Supernatural 
and Dis^ine; but not to digrefs from my Au- 
thor, pray tell me, whether the Stone be not 
. very bold to maintain confidently, and with- 
22. put (hewing very pertinent Keafons, (^) 
Th^ wkhofU ity no true and ]) can fojfi* 
bh be wade. Gold difputes that quality with 
Jum,. and fuftains himfelf by an Argument, 
that carries much of Probability ; he lays 
before the JStone its great Imperfeftions, as 
^ii^ a grds^ impure, and venomous Matr 

terj 



Triumph, 71 

tcr ; and that Gold on Ae contrary is a Sub- 
flance pure, and without Fault i (o thati, 
niethink$, this high Pretenfion of thq 
Stone (oppoftd by Reafons that appear not 
to be without Foundation) deferves to 
be fupported ^d proved by Reafons of 
Weight. 

EUDO XU S. 
What I have already faid, is more than 
fufficient, to eftabliih to the Stone a Pre- 
eminence not only over Gold, 'but over all 
created Things ; if you confider attentively, 
you will fee 3iat the Force of Truth is {o 
great, that © in attempting to decry the 
Stone by the Defeds it has in its Birth, 
though not intending it, yet does indeed 
cftablifli its Superiority, by the moft folid 
Reafons that the Stone it felf could allege 
in its own Favour ; for Inftance, Gold con- 
fefles and acknowledges, that the Stone 
founds its right of Pre-eminence upon this^ " 
(*) Thit it is a umverfd Thing. Needs ij. 
diere any more for the Condemnation of O, 
and to oblige it to give place to the Stone ? 
You are not ignorant how far univerfal Mat- ' • 
ter excels particular Matter. You have 
been fliowcd that th^ Stone is the tfioft 
pgje Part of the metallick Elements, and 

F 4 that 
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that by confequence it is the firft Matter 
of the mineral and metallick Gender> and 
that when this verv (ame Matter has been 
animated and madfe Fruitful hy the natu^-* 
ral Union that is made of it with the Mat- 
y. ter purely univorfil, it becomes the vege- 
table Stone, alone capable to produce all the 
great Efieds that the Philojofhers attribute 
to the three .Medicines of the three Kinds, 
There is no need of any ftronger Reafbns 
to defeat, once for- all © ana 5 vulgar, 
jfrom their imaginary Pretenfions ; O and 
^ , and all other particular Subflances, where-i* 
, in Nature finifties her Operations, whether 
~ they be perfed, or whether they be abfo- 
^ iutely imperfed, are intirely unprofitable 
^ or contraiy to our Art* 

PTROPHILVS. 
I am wholly convinced of it 5 but, I 
imow feveral Pcrfons, who ridicule the 
Stone, for pretending to di(pute Antiquity 
with 0. Our Author here maintains the 
fame Paradox, and reproves © with want 
of refpeft to the Stone, in giving the Lie 
(*) to one that is older than k fe^. Yet as 
^* the Stone derives its original from the Me-r 
rals, it appears difficult to me to comprehend 

the Foundation of its Ancientnefs* 
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eudo xjjs. 

There is no difficulty in givit^ you Sa*» 
ds(a&ion as m this Point : Nay» I. do woiw 
der how you came to form fuch a doubt ; 
the Stone is the firft Matter of the Metakt sl 
aixi confequently it is Prior to 0> and to all 
other Meeds ; and if it derives its Original 
from them, or if it takes Birth from their 
Deftrudion, it does not therefore foUow» 
that it is a Produdion pofterior to Metals; 
but on the contrary, it is Prior to them, 
fince it is the Matter from whence all Me* 
tak have been formed. The Secret of the v 
Art confifts in knowing how to extKuSt > 
fixym Metab this firft Matter, or this mer ^ 
tallick Germ, which is to vegetate by the ■>: 
Fecundity of the Philofbphick Sea. 

PTRO PHILU S. 
I am pow convinced of this Truth, and 
I find © to be inexcu&ble, to be thu; 
granting in reiped to his Elder, who has 
in its behalf the moft Ancient, and the great? 
eft PhilofipherSf Hermes, Platpy and Jbrifiok 
are in its Intereft. And eveiy Body knows 
tfaem to be unqueftionable Juages in this Caiei» 
Permit me only to ask you a Qjieftion up^ 
on eiach of the Paflages of thpfe Phflofiphers^ 

whofxi 
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whom the Stone has here cited to prove by 
their Authority, that it is the only and 
true Matter or the wife Men. 

The Paflagc of the finaragdine Table of 
the great Hermesy proves the excellency of 
> the Stone, in that it fliows that the Stone is 
.y endued with two Natures, u f. with the 
K Nature of fuperior Beings, and with that of 
inferior Beings ; and that thefe two Natures 
both alike have one only and the iame Ori* 
ginal ; fo that we muft conclude, that they 
(being perfeftly united in the Stone) compofe 
- 'v ?«i a third Being of an inexpreflible Virtue : But 
I know not whether you wiU be of my Sen- 
timents, as to the Tranflation of this Paffage, 
and the Commentary of HortuUnM. One 
reads ^fter thcfe words ; That which is hel^fw, is 
as that which is on high ; and that which is on 
2 5 • high^ is as that which is belffw. One reads, (^) 
y (I fayO To do the MtracUs of one only Thing. 

^ '^ For my part, I take it, that the £4r/ii Original 
has quite another Senfe, for the ^jnibfu, which 
makes the* Connexion of the laft Words 
with the preceeding, fignifies, That by thefi 
* Things^ (that is to fay, by the Union of 
thefe two Natures) one does the Miracles of 
one Things The to, of which the Tran- 
flaror and Commentator do make Ufe de- 
ilco)^ the Senfe and the Reafon of a Paf- 
fage, 
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&gd9 daat of it ielf is very proper and in- 
fdSigibk. Tell me, if you pleafe, whether 
jny Kemark be well founded. 

EUD O XUS. 
Your Remark is not only right, but it i% f 
aUb important. I confefs^ I bad made no ^ 
Refledion upon it ; in this you fpoil the / 
Proverb, Far here the Scholar antdoes the 
Aiafler^ But as I had read the Emerald 
Table oftner in Latin than in Frencbj the 
feult of the Tranflation, and of the Com- 
mentary, had raifed no fort of doubt in. 
roe, as it may do in thofe whp read only ia 
French this fummary of the fublime PniIo«- 
fephy of Hermes. Indeed the fuperior and 
imerior Natures are not alike to work Mi» 
rades ,* but it is becauie they are aUke, that 
one can do by them the Miracles of one 
only Thing. You may fee now that I am 
altogether of your Sentiment in this. 

Pri^O P HI LUS^ 

I am then mightily well pleafed with my 
Remark; I doubted whether it might deferve 
your Approbation ; but I afliire my felf at 
tcr that, that the Children of the Science will 
alfo thank me to have drawn fix>m you up* 
on this Subjed an £xplicatipn that will qud^ 

^ tiopeis 
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tiohlcfs fatisfy the Difciples of the \gf«ii« 
Hermes. There is no doubt but that the 
Learned uiri/iatle perfeftly uixlerftood this 
great Art. Wliat he has written of itj is 
an evident Proof he did fo ; and in this 
difpute the Stone has the skill to make 
ufe of the Authority of this great Philofi^ 
fher^ by a Paflage that contains its moft fiiv 
liar, and moft furprizing Qualities. Have 
le Goodnefei if you pleate, to tell me, how 
j5. you underftand this; (*) It Tveds it filff 
it is v;ith Child bi it felfi and k is Bor»ofi0 

EU DO XUS. 
The St&ne weds it filf; in as much tt 
ui its firft Generation, it is Nature alonq 
^ffifted by Art, that makes the perfed Uni* 
an of the two Subft^ces, whicn give it Be* 
iflg, fiom which Union there refults at 
the fame time the eflential Depuration of 
the Metallick Salphnr and Mercstrj. Aft 
Union and Marriage fo natural^ that the 
Artifl: who lends his Hands to it in diipo* 
fing all things requifite, can give no Dembn- 
ftration of it by the Kiiles of Art ; fincc 
he cannot even fo muth as well compre* 
jiend the Myftery of this Union, 

The 
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Tie Stofte is mth ChUd by it fe^i when 
Art continuii^ to affifl Nature> bv mere 
mtural Means^ puts the Stone in tne Di£> 
poiition requisite for ity to impregnate it 
felf with the Aftral Seed, which renders it 
fruitful and gives it the Power of multi^ - * 
plying its kind. 

The Stme is Bm'n of k filfi beaufe after 
having wedded it felf, and after being with 
Chilaby it felf, Art doing nothing elfe thaw 
to affifl Nature^ by the continuance of a 
Heat neceffary to Generation, it takes a 
new Birth from it felf, jufl as the Pianix 
is bom again from its Afhes ,- it becomes 
the Son of the Sun, the uiriverlal Mcdi* 
cin6 of all Things, that have Life, and the 
4rue living Gold of the Philofifhers i which 
by the continuance of the Help of the Art^ 
4nd the Minifby of the Artift, acquines in 
a little time the Royal Diadem, and the (o* 
vereign Power over all his Brethren* 

PTROPHILUS. 
I very weH conceive, that upon the feme 
Principles, it is not difficult to comprehend alt 
the otiier Qualities, tkit Arifhtk attributes ta 
^tStfrnti j4s to kill it filf I to resume Life^ 
* I^^f* '^ ^^ dijfilv*d of it filf in its t/wti Bloodf 
to ^oojmUife it felf therwifh 4rmw ; and in 

fine 
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line to acquire all the Properties of thtf 
philolbrfiick Stone. Nor do I now find 
•any difficulty in the Paflage of Plato* I 
inti?at you, neverthelefc, that you wiB 
pleafe to tell me, what that Ancient Pht/o^ 
^j.fifher and his Followers meant by this, (^) 
That the Stone has a Body, a Sotdy and a 
Spirit, and that aU Things afe ofity hy itj and 
in it. 

EUD O XU S. 
According to natural Order, Plato ought 
to have preened Ariftotle, who was his Scho- 
lar, and from whom probably he learnt the 
fecret Philofophy, wherein he was very defi- 
xous that Alexander the Great ihould believe 
him perfeftly inflrufted ; if one may be al- 
lowed to juoge of it by certain PaOages in the 
Writings of this PhiUfofhery but however, 
fuch order is of no mighty Importance^ if 
therefore you well examine the PaflT^e of 
Platoy and that of AriJlotUy you will not 
find them much different in Senfe : But 
yet to give you the SatisfaAion of an An- 
fwer to the Queftion you ask me, I will on- 
ly teil you, that the Stone has a Body, in as 
much as it is, as I have told you before, a Sub* 
ftance wholly metallick, which gives it the 
Ponderofity ; that it hath a Soul, which is 

the 
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the moft pure Subftance of the Elements, in 
wliich confifts its Fixity, and its Permanen- 
cy; that it hatha Spirit, which makes the U- 
nion of the Soul witn the Body, which [Soul J 
it acquires particularly from the Influence 
of the Stars, and is the Vehicle of Tin- 
dures. Nor will you jSnd it very hard to coti- 
ceive, That all Things are cf ity In sty and in 
it; fince you have already (een,tnat the Stone 
is not only the firfi; Matter of all Beings 
contained in the mineral and metallick Fa- , 
niily, but that it is alfo united to the uni- 
verfal Matter, from whence all Things have 
taken Birth ; and this is the Foundation of 
thofe laft Attributes that Plato gives to the 
StonCp 

FTROPHILUS. 

As I perceive that the Stone not only 
attributes to it fclf the univerfil Properties, 
but that it pretends alfo, (*) That the Shc^ 28. 
cejs that Jome .Artijls have had on certain.par^ 
ticular Procejfesy is only awing to it ; I muft 
confefi, that I do not well underftand how; 
that can be. 

EU DO XUS. 
And yet this Philofipher explains it pret- 
ty clearly i )ae.fays, that fome Artifts who 

fcavc; 
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have imperfeftly known the iSfe^w, andhavd 
alfo known but a part of the Work, having 
yet wrought with the Stonci and found 
means to feparate its Spirit^ which contains 
its Tinfture, they have fucceeded fb far as 
to communicate iomt Parts of it to imper^ 
fca Metak, which have Affinity with the 
JStrntti but that not having a nill Under- 
Jftanding of its Virtues^ nor of the manner 
jbf working with it, their Labour has not 
iumed to any great Account ; and even of 
j^efe Artifts the Number is very fmall* 

PTROPHILUS. 
It is nattird to conclude from what you 
ibave toM me> that there are Perfbns who 
have the Stot^ m their Hands^ without 
knowing all its Virtues ; or if they knew 
them, yet they are ignorant how to work 
with it to fucceed in perfefting the great 
Work, and that this Ignorance is the 
Caufe that their Labours are not crowned 
with Succefi* Pray tell me, if it be not 
thus« 

EUDO XUS. 

Without doubt many Artifts hav^ the 
Stow in their PoflefHon ; fbme defpife it as 
a mean Things others admii'e it) becaufe of 

the 
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the Charafters, in fome fort fupernaturab 
which it carries in its Birth, and yet without 
knowing all its Value. There arc, in fine, 
who are not ignorant of its being the true 
Subjed ofPhilofophy ; but the Operations 
which the Sons of Art arc to make upon this 
noble Subjed, are iacirely unknown to them ; 
becaufe they are not taught in Books, zhd ^ 
becaufe: all Philofiphers hide this admirable v 
Art which converts the Stone into the Msr-^ > 
curj of Phihfifhers^ and which teaches to ^ 
make the philofophick Stone of this Afyrc$trj. ^ 
This firft Work is the Secret one, touch**- 

to 

itig which the Sages declare themfelves on-. -. 
ly in' Allegories, and by impenetrable £«^- -^ 
w^V, or*elie are wholly fiknt in it. And"^ 
this as I have told you, is the great Blocks 
at wliich aimoft all Artifts ftumble. 

PrROPH/LUS. 

Happy thofe that are Matters of Co great 
Knowledge ! For mV part, I can't flatter." 
my fclf t6 be arrived at fo high a Point ; ' 
but I find my felf at ^ Lois to know how * 
to thank you enough, for having given me ^ 
all the Inftruftions that I could reafonably 
drfire of you, upon the moft eflfential Points 
of this Philofophy, and indeed' upon all ' 
thofc Points, touching which you have been 

C pleafed 
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pleafed to return Anfwers to my Qpe/Hom ; 
I eanieftly intreat you not to grow wcaryi 
for I have ftill fomcthing to ask you# which 
feems to me to be of very great confequence. 
..This Philofepher afTures, tnat the Errdr of thofe 
who have wrought with the -Sr^w^^ and have 
19. not fucceeded, proceeds (^) from their n$t 
havir^ kffWH the Original^ from whence the 
/Tsfdinres come. If the Source of this phik> 
>£)phical Fountain be (b fecrety and fb di£- 
^ >cult to difcover ; it is certains that there 
jire very many deceived ; for it is generaDy 
l)elievea) that Metals and Minerak, and par- 
ticularly Goldj contain in their Center this 
Tindure) which is capable to tranlinute the 
imperfed Metals« 

EUDO XU S. . 
. This Source of vivifying Water, // fc- 
fire the Eyes ofM the If^orUk fays Cojmfpo- 
btcy and frw Men ksnv k* Gold, Silver, 
Metak, and Minerals, ^ contain not a Tin* 
fture able to multiply to Infinity, there arc 
none but the living Metals of the Phib/i- 
fhers that have obtained from Art and Na- 
ture this multiplying Faculty : And it is 
certain, that there are none but thofe who 
are perfeftly enlightncd in the phildbphick 
Myftery, that know the true Original of 

the 
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the TinAures* You are not of the Kum« 
ber of thoie^ who are ignorant whence the 
PinlMjeri draw their Treafures^ without 
fear of draining the Source. I have told you y 
clearly, and without Ambiguity^ th^t the ... 
Heaven, and the Stars, but particularly the , 
Stm and Mom are the Principles of thisFoun« > 
tarn of living Water, which is alone proper to 
otmte all the Wonders that you know* It is 
this that makes Qfjmopabte&y in his Eff^ma^ 
that in the delicious Ifle, c£ which he gives 
the Defcription, there was no Water, and >c 
and that all the Water that was attemptdl <s 
to be brought thither by Engines, ana by y 
Art, TPks either ufileji or foifined, exceft •, 
thm which fime fm} Perfimknnv hew teex* ^^ 
trdt frem the Rff$ of the Shhj er of the >^ 
Moon. The Means to make this Water to . 
defcend fiom Heaven is truly wonderful ; ^ 
it is in the Stone> which contains the central • 
Water, which is indeed^one ible anddie£ime . 
Thing with the celeftid Water, but the Se- .^ 
cret confifts in the knowing how to make the \ 
Stone become a Magnet, to attra&> embraces <*. 
and unite this Afti3 Qnintejfence to it ielfi \. 
fo as to make together but one fole Eflcnce, ., 
peifcd and more than perfeft, able to give . 
Pcrfeftion to the imperfeft, after the Ac** 
complilhmcnt of the Magiftery* 

" * G 1 PTRO^ 
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^i^ flow many and. great areirty Obligatir' 

^ ops to you, th|it you are plealed .to reveal 

^ to me to great Myfteries, to whofe Know- 

* - le4ge i could never hope to attain, with- 

/ out the, Affiftance of your Elucidations ! 

3ut fince you are pleafed tO; induce my 

./ continuance, permit me, if you pl^, to 

. tell you, that I never faw atiy Philofiphcr 

'^ till now, whp fo precifdy declares as this 

^ does, that there muft be a Wife given to 

tfie Stone, making it td'that eiirf'^'fteak in 

2 0, this manner. (*) IfthefiArtifl$had€amed 

tlnkr Enqidrj junhery and had exam^^i^^ 

isjhe Wife who is troper jhr nfft^ thej had 

fif^ht her. om^ and. had united me to her, I 

had been able to have tinged a thonjand Times 

more. Although I am fehfitfle in'^giattrtl, 

that this Paflage hS^an entire Rsetefioe-iD 

the former ; yet, I muft confels,. that- this 

EtXpreflion ot a Wife, proper for the Stone, 

doe^ notwithflanding perplex me. 

EV D O XV S. 

It is very much, however, tliat you know 

already of your fel£ that tliis Paflage has a 

. Connexion with that which I but juft be- 

'^ fore explained to you, i. e» that you weU 
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apprthendy that the Wife which is proper 
for the Stone, and which ought to be united 
to it, is that Fotmtain or Hying Wate^,^-^ --^ 
whofe Source ako^ether ^ Celeftial,' which v 
hath particularly, its Center in the Sun, and v 
in the Moon, producey^that dear and pre- v 
■cious Stream- or Rivulet t)f the wife Men, > 
which gently Aides inta the Sea of the Phi- - 
lofifhn's, w%h environ? ^ the World ; it -. 
is not withdut' very good' Reifon, that this - 
Divinf t^otiAtaih is called by the Author, > 
Ae Wife 'if the Stone ; fome have repre--^ 
fented^"uS3Sr*1ffie' ^F^^ of a h^venRr 
Nyroh^ fome give it the >fame cSTtne > 
craffe^^^ whofe Purity and Virginit^ . 
is hot delhikl by the ifpiritiial Bancf that - 
unices it to the Stone : Iri.a word, this 
trggnetick Connexion is' the nj^igil Marri- ^ 
^^nSeaven and^ Earth, wl^reoFlbnfe . 
fmUj^fkfsTidvc fyo^ that the frutN 

fill Soiffce of the phy fical Tinfture, that - 
performs fo great Wonders, takes Birth frorti - 
this altogether myfterious cpnjtigal ^nion.' - 

FT RO PHIL us. 

I fir\d witTi. an unspeakable SatisfifHon the 
whole Effe<3:.of the Elucidations, you have 
been pleafed to impart to me, ; and fince we 
are upon this Point, I-defire yx>ur leave to 

G 3 ask 
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^ ask you a Qjieftioni whichdiough it a& 
> not from the Text of this Author, is yet 

eiTential to dais Sqbjed. I befeech you to 
. ten me, whether the nnaj^cal ^A^rjsg^ of 
r Heaymjm^gs^ can Bec£brat£d at any 

time ? Op whether there be Seafims of the 

Year xnoicc proper than others to folemnize 

fbofe njiagical Nuptvds ? 
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EUDOXUS. .. 

I am a^^y gone too far, to refu& 

you an Explicauon fb neceHary* and fb 

reaibnable« Divers PbUoJ^ters have told 

the Seafon of the Year, which is the moft 

proper for this Operation* Some have made 

no Myflery of it ; others more referved 

luve not expWned themfelves upon . this 

Point, but by Parables. The br& have 

named the Month of i^^/^, and the ^prciig# 

Zacharff and other Pbilopfhers fay, thar 

V. they begun the Work at Eafiaty and diat 

> rfiey fimihed it happily within the Couiie 

^ of the Year. Others are contented with 

reprefenting the Garden of HeJfersJes en*» 

melled witk^Ftowcrs, and particularly with 

yhlets and frmr^fcsy which are the eariieft 

• Produdions of the Spring. QjmfolUexD/M 

ingenious than the reft to indicate, that the 

j^aibn the moft proper £9; the philoibphick 
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Work, is that wherein all living Beings^ v 
ieniiri ves and vegetables, appear animated with ^ 
a new Fire which carries them reciprocaDv % 
to Lave^ and tp the Multiplication of their v 
Kinds ; he fays, that f^msis the Goddefs tf x >. 
this chmm^ IJJ€y wherein he (aw naked ^ 
the Myftcnes of Nature ; but to denbitie 
more preciiely this Seafbn, he &ys^ ThA 
then wtre ficm fiedhtg in the P^^hires, iS«wif 

.MdBMy wkh two J9mg^Sifpk?r^ ^^r 
fing cfeiFly in this witty Allegory, the mree 
(pnng Months, by the three celeilial Signs, 
aimwering to them, viz,. Ariesy Timmsy ahd 

PrROPHlLUS. 
• I am ravifhed with theie Interpretations* 
Thofe who are greater Proficients in the& 
Myfteries than I am, oerhaps may not put 
fi> great a Value as I oo on the Sdutioti d£ 
the Enigmfsj whole Senfe has notwith^* 
{landing been hitherto imbenetrable to ma- 
ny of thof^ who in otner Refpefts arfe 
fuppofed to have very well undernood thfe 
Philofifhers. I am pdiuaded that one ought 
very much to efteem fuch an Inftruflion, 
it being capable to make one fee clear intb 
other more important Obfcurities ; indeed 
few woidd imagine, that the f^ifkts oaoA 

P4 ^1^. 
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fB4ciftfhs of Ejmnft^ and the horned fiea/l 
pi the Garden ofHeJfcriiUs i aivd the Houfe 
of th? Ran of CofinfifoUte^ and of Ph'tlalethe ; 
the Ifle of the Goddefs ^/;/ir^, the two 
'Shq)herds, and the reft that you but now 
qcpiainedr ftiould fignify the Seafbn of the 
Spring. I am not the oiily,Pcrfon who 
^ug|it to give you a thouftnd Thanks, that 
jrpu have oeen |Jeafed to unfold thefe Myr 
lieriesf ; I am affiired, that i|i Procefs of 
Tinie^ there will be found a greater Num* 
y ^ ber erf" the Sons of Science, who will blefe 
^^ '' •^y^g rM c fniwyl forhavi^ opened their Eyes 
upon a Point more elTential to this grand 
Art, than they would otherwife have been 
inclined to imagine. 

EUDO XUS. ' 

Yon have Reafon in that, one cannot 

be aflqred that one. underftands the Ph^ 

/^ihersj without having an entire under- 

ilanding of the leaft Things that they have 

written. The Knowledge of the Seafon 

proper to begin the Work, is of no little 

confequencej t he fundamental Reafon there- 

^ ^ X,Df is this. Wherca:, the Sage undertakes 

to perform by our Art, a Thing which is 

, above the ordinary Force of Nature, as 

' %^ fpften 9 Stqney and to caufe a metallick 

Geitn 
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Germ to vegetate; he fmds himfelf indH^ 
penfably obliged to enter by a profound 
Meditation into the moft fecret Receffes of 
Nature, and to make ufe of plain, but eflSi- 
cacious Means chat fhe fiimifhes him with- 
all ; now you ought not to be ignorant^ 
ih?t Nature frcxn the beginning of the 
Spring, to renew it felf, and to put all the 
Seeds that are in the Bofbm of the Earth 
into the Motion proper to Vegetation, im-^ 
prmiatcs all the Air that environs the Earth, 
with a moveable and fermen tattious Spiritji^ y^^^ 
which derives its OriginaTlTom 'IKe'FatKCT 
of Nature ; it is properly a fubtile Nitre, 
which gives the fertility of the Earth, 
whereof it is the Soul, and which Co/wapoUte 
calls the Sak-Petre of the Philofephers. It is . 
therefore in this prolifick Seafon, that the > s . 
wife Artift, to make his metallick Seed to 
bud, cultivates it, breaks it, moiftens it, wa- 
ters it with this prolifick Dew, and give^ > 
it OS much of it to drink as the weight of - 
Nature requires ,• after this manner the phi-? 
lofophick Germ concentring the Spirit in 
its BofoiDj is animated and vivyfied by it, 
and acquires the Properties which are Eflen- ' 
tial to its becoming the vegetable and multi- 
plying Stone. I hope you will be (atisfi- 

e4 
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^ >• ed with this Reafoning, which is founded 
< on the Laws and Principles of Naturet 

PTROPHILUS. 

It is impoffible for any to be more fitis- 

fied than I am ; you give me that Light 

that the Philofiphers have hidden under an 

impenetrable Vail, and you tell me Things 

fo important, that I would willingly puSi 

on my Queftions, to draw what Benefit I 

^ could from the Goodnefe you have, to dii^ 

" guife me nothing, but not to tre(pa(s too 

y ^far upon you; I return to the Pailage of 

my Author, where the Stone maintains to 

^Gffld and Mercurjj that it is impoffible to 

make a true Union of their two Subftan- 

ji.ces; becaufe, fays the Stone, (*) That you 

are not ^ne only Body^ but t^o Bodies toge* 

ther ; and by confeqnence, yok are contrary y jf 

the Lawi of Nature be confidered. I know 

very well, that the Penetration of Subftan* 

ces, not being ppffiblc according to the 

' Laws of Nature ; fo neither is their perfeft 

Union poffiblc, and that in this Senfe two 

Bodies are contrary to one another ,• yet as 

almoft all the Philofiphers aflTure, that A^er-^ 

wry is the firft Matter of Metals ; and that 

according to Geber^ it is not a Body, but 

a^ Spirit that penetrates Bodies, and pard*^ 

• cubri^ 
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cidarly that of GM, for wlikh it has ^ vh x v 
fibk Syilpathy ; i$ it not likclV) diat thefe r 
two Subfbnces> this Body, ana this Spirit, ^-^ 
mav be perfeftiy united, to make but one v 
on^ ana the tane Thing <^ one and die ^ 

tux Nature i 

• . ■ 

EUDOXUS. 

Rjemark that» there are two Etrors in 
your Reafoning; the firft in chat you fup- 
pole, that coQunon .Mercffiy is the fim v ^: ^ 
andjble Matter, whereof Metals are fomt- v 
€d in the Mine^y which is'not ib. M^c$ny^ v ,. 
is a Metal, which having lefs Stdfhnt^ and 
Vsk terrene Impurity than other Metals^ 
xemaios liquid, and rupning; it unites with 
Metal^ and particularly wtth -Gf^/s as being 
the pureft of all; and is united lefs.eafily 
with the other Metals, in proportion as 
ihey are more or 1^ impure in their na* 
tuial CcMnpofition. You muft therefore, s 
know, that ' there is a firft Matter of •* 
Metak, whereof Mtrcmj it felf is form- « 
ed ; it is a vifcoiis, and mercurial Water, y 
wluch is the Water of our Stone. And ^- 
this is the Sentiment of the true FbUofi^ . 
fheru 

I ihould be too prolix, if I Ihould iiere 
fet forth every particular that can be £dd 

upon 
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upon this 'Subjeft. f jxrbcefe^ tortheficcAid 
Error eF your Rejifonirigi ^srhidl coniifts 
in that yduumgitie» th^^tomiiKMi ^M^TtMo^ 
is a jfuetallfck Spirit, which acCQrdiiig>ui 
Ctf^tfr,..c«ointeriourly pen^rat« and^ Ctt^ 
\ Metals^ be united and remain with'^iheniy 
''after it ihall have been artificially fiact. 
But you muft conuderi that MercHrj is 
not caUed 'Spirit by ^jdibee-^ but fibm its 
flying the* Fire, becaufe of '4i« IVfobifity of 
its homogeinious Subftan^e ; neverthekisi thac 
properly ^binders not k$ being a metaUick* 
Body, which fot< thatReafon can nfev^ be? 
(o perfcftjy united wkli another 'Metal,- a* 
Hot t6 -be always fepai^tjed ftm\ it, 'v^^heii^ 
ever it finds it felf f)i-c8€d by the Ac- 
tion of the Pire^ Experience makes ^Dod 
tijis •Reaibriing, and therfefore the Sk^ isi 

in the right to maintain- again ft d?/4 that' 
there nevfcr can be made a peifcfl: tXiwn 
of it with'l^iTf)»7/ '• *' 

BrROPHJLUSi 
. I comprehend very wdl, that my Re»- 
ibning was Erroneous, and to tell you the 
Truth, I could never imagine, that common 
Mertwrj was the firft Matter of Metab;. 
though diveii5 grave Philofiphers lay doWn 
tlhat Tri^hj for ooe of tb^ Foundadoris ci 
' /* ' the 
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the' Art. And I am perfwaded, that one 
cannot find in Mines, the true firft Matter 
of Mt(z\sj' feperated Jrem metallick^Bodies; k f-- 
is but a Vapour, a vifcous Water, an in^ x 
vifible Spirit, and I believe, in a Word, y y y 
that the Seed is not to be found but in the/ 
Fruit. I can't tell whether I (peak proper- y 
ly, but I take this* to be the true Senleof 
the Inftruftions you have given me. 

EUD O XUS. 
One cannot have better compi^hendedj 
than you have done thefe Truths^known 
to fo few. It is a Satisfafticn to talk freely 
with you, concerning the philofbphical My- 
fteries. What further Qiiefttions have you 
to ask me ? 

. PTROFHILUS. 
Does not the Stpt$e contradid it felF, 
when it fays, (^) That 'with an imperjiS: Bd- p- 
dj^ it has a conftant Souly and a penetrating Tin^ 
Uure? Metmnks thefe two'great Perf^ions 
are inconfiftent with an imperfed Body. 

EV D O XU S. ^ 
One would fay here, that you have a!- 
ready forgotten a fundamental TrutR, of 
which you were fully convinced before*; 

recoiled 
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rccoUeft your feJfJ that if the Body bf* 

the Stone were not impcrfed: with an Im-' 

perfedion, ncverthclefs, wherein Nature has 

not finifhed her Operation^ one could not 

there feek for, and much Ie(s could one be 

able to find Perfedion there. This being 

laid down, it will be very eafy for you to 

< judge, that the conftancy of the Soul and the 

-^^ ^ ^PerfeSion of Tin(9:ufc,are not adually ; nor 

\ >/^ in a State to manifeft themfelves in the S0one$ 

,r fo long as it remains in its imperfeft Being ; 

>but thien, when by the continuance of uie 

' .^ Work, the Subftance of the Stmie hath paA 

>fed from Imperfe(5lion to Perfedion» and 

^fiom Perfedion to /^Zi^«^^0» Perfe&ion, the 

ftonftancy of its Soul, and the Efficacy of 

the Tinfture of its Spirit, are brought m>m 

'?* potentiality into Art ; fo that the &)uL the 

)^ Spirit, and the Body of the StofUy beii 

^"Ncqually exalted, compoieone whole [Thini 

,^. of a Nature^ and of a Virtue incbmpseheniibk* 

PTRO P HILUS. 
' Since my Queftions give occa(ion to 
your fpeaking Things fo extraordinary* I 
b^ you not to take it ami& ;hat I conti* 
nue my Enquiries. I was always perfuad- 
ed, that the Stone of the Philofiphcrs was a 
real Jubilance, falling under the Senfes, yet 



^ 
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1 perceive this Author alTures the contrary, 
in iaying» (*) 0/*r iSlr^itf ^ Imj^ihU* I air jj* 
fure you, that whatever good Opinion I 
may have of this Philofifherj he mud in 
this Point give me leave not to be of his 
Sentiment. 

EVDOXUS. -V 

And yet, I hope, to reconcile you quick- > 
ly to it. This PhUoJophar is not the only one . 
who ufcs this fort ot Language ; the greater :, 
Part of them (peak after the feme manner -:■ 
as he does ; and to tell you the Truth, '^^ 
our Scone is properly Invifible, as well in ^^ 
regard of its Matter, as in i*<;gard of its " 
Form, In regard of its Matter ; becaufe, -r 
aldiough our Stone, or our Mcrcmy (for '^' 
there is no difference) does really exift, it ^ 
is yet true, that it appears not to our Eyes ;■ "^ 
at kaft, not unldls the Artifts lend his ^ 
Hand to Nature to heljf her to bring forth ^ 
this philblbphical Proaudion ; and this 
vanit Copncfobte fey, That fheSubictl cfotir 
Philofifhj hath a nd Exifience ; hut that it 
is mt to be feen, bnt when it fleafis the Ar- 
tiji to make it afpear. 

The Stone is likewiie no lefi Invifible in 
regard of its Form ; I call here its Form, 
the Principle of its admiiaUe Faculties, for 

this 
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this Principle, this Energy of the Stone, 
and that Spirit in which rcfides the EflScacy 
of its Tinfture, is a pure Aflral impal- . 
pable Effence, that does not manifeft ii fetf 
but by the furprifing Effe<?h it produces. 
The Philofiphers often fpeak of their St<me^ 
as conGdercd in that Sen{e» Hermes under- 
ftands it fo, when he fays. That the Wind 
carries U in its Belly i and Cojmffpol^e is 
not remote from this Father of Philofo^ , 
phy, when he aflTures, That ostr SftbjeSl is 
iejbre th Eyes of ali the World ; that no 
Body can live v^ithom it ; that all Creatstres 
ffM^e uji of it I bm that fcu> perceive it. 
Well then,' are you not of your Author's 
Sentiment, 'and muft you not confeft, that 
in whatfoever manner you confider, the 
Stone, it is truly faid to be InrifiWe. 

P TRO P HJ LU S. 

I muft liAvc neither Senfe nor Reafori, 
if I (hould not confcnt to a Truth, th^t 
you make me as it were^ touch with ray 
Finger, unfolding to me at the (ame time, 
the moft obfcure, and moft myfterious Senfe 
of the philofophical Writings. I find my 
felf fo illuminatcxl by what you tell me, 
that, methinks, the moft obfcure Authors 
will be ho longer dark to me ; I flialJ^ hov/- 

ever. 
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ever, be obliged to you, if you pleafe to 
tell me your Opinion concerning the Pro- 
pofition that tnis Author advances ; (^) 34, 
Th^ it is not fojjibk to acquire the Pofeffion 
of the fhHefi^ical Mercnryy otherwifi than 
by the Means of two Bodies^ whereof the one 
cannot receive Perfs^ion without the other* 
This Paflage feems to me (o pofitive, and 
(b preciie, that I doubt not, but that it is 
fundemental in the Pradice of the Work. 

EUD O XU S, 
There is none moft certainly more fun- 
damentaly fince this Philofipher tells 'you 
in this Paflage, how the Stone is fbrm'di 
on which is founded all our Phildbphy ; 
our Mercury or our Stone does indeed 
take Birth fipm two Bodiqsi- but Note, 
that it is not the Mixture of two Bo- 
dies which produces our Mercuryy or our 
Stone : For I have juft (hewn you, that 
Bodies are contraries, and there can be 
no perfeft Union made of them i but our 
Stone on the contrary is born from the 
Deftru&ipn of two Bodies, which »a6ting 
one upon tlie other, as the Male and tlie 
Female, or as the Body and the Spirit, af- 
ter a manner no lefe Natural tlian In- 
comprehcnlibk to the Artift, who lend^ it 

H tte 
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the requifite Help, do intireljr ceafe to be 
that which they were before^ to bring forth 
a Produftion of a miraculous Nature and 
Original; and which hath. all the neceflary 
Difpofitions to be carried by ArtandNature> 
from Perfeftion to Perfeftion, to a fovereign 
Degree, which is above Nature it felf. 

Remark alio, that thofe two Bodies 
which deftroy themfelves, and confound 
themfelves one in the other for the Produ*- 
ftion of a third Subftance, and of whom 
the one holds the place of Male, and the 
other of Female, in this new Generation, 
are two Agents, who ftripping themfelves 
^ of their groffeft Subftance m this Aftion, 
'c change their Nature to brii^ forth a Son, 
< of an Original more noble, and more 
ilkiftrious than the Parents that give him 
Being, and in being Borni he (Carries vifi- 
ble Marks, that evidently fhew, that Hea- 
ven prefided at his Birth. 

Remark, moreover, that our Stone is 
born again many feveral Times, but that in 
every one of its new Births it ftill draws its 
Rife from two Things. You have been 
jufl: now (hown how ii;b^ins to bejbornof 
two Bodies ; ' you have feen that it eipoufes 
• 'a celeftial Nymph, after it has been ftript 
gf its terreftrial Form, to make but one 

(oh 
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fole and fame Thing with her 5 you muft 
know alfo, that after the Stone hath appear- 
ed a new, under a terreftrial Form, it muft ^ ^ *- 
again be Married to a Spoufe of its own 
Blood ; fb that there are ftilt two Things 
which produce one [Thing] only of one fole 
and iame Kind; and as it is a certain Truth, 
that in all the difitrent States of the Stone, 
the two Things that are united to give it 
a hew Birth* come fiom one fole and (ame 
Thing ; it is alio upon this Foundation of 
Nature, that CoJhufoUu fupports an incon^ 
teftable Truth in our Philofbphy, that is 
to (ay. That cf oHe is made tTi^o^ and of two ^ 
one^ in )vhich all Ofermionsj Natural and Phi^ ^ 
lofifhical^ ate terminated without anj PQjJibili^ > 
tj of going further* 

PTROP HfLUS^ 

How abftru{*e (bever tliefe iiiblime Truths 
are* you. render them fb intelligible, and 
fo palpable to me,' that I conceive them 
almoft as diflinftly, as if they were mathe- 
matical Demonftrations.' Permit me, if you 
pleafe,' to mate fbme further Enquiry, that 
ib I~n:ny have no further remaining Scru- 
ples about the Interpretation of this Author. 
I hav^ very weU tonlprehended, that the 
Stone born of two ^Suoftances of one fame 

Hz Kind, 
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Kind, is. one whole Homogeneity, atid a 
third Being, endued with two Natures^ 
which renoerit of it felf fole fufficient to the 
Generation of the Son of the Sun ; but yet 
I do not very weD comprehend, how this 
^- Philofiphir underftandj, (*) That the Qfih *► 
Thing whereof the univerfd Medicme is mme^ % 
is the Water ^ and the Spirit of the B^dj. 

E V DO XV S. 

You would find the Senfe of this Paflage 
felf-evident, if you did but recolleft your 
felf, tbit the firft and mofl: important Ope- 
V % mion of the Pradice of the firft Work, i$<^ 
* to reduce into Water that Body, which is^ 
^ btir Stone, and that this is the moft Secret -^ 
y Point of 6ur Myfteries. 1 have ftiewed ». 
ypu, that this Water miift be vivified and - 
fertilized by an aftr^ Seed, and by a cele- ^ 
ftial Spirit, wherein refides the whole Effi- » 
cacy of the phyfical Tinftiire : .So that if ^ 
you well relied iipp'n it, you wiDconfefs, 
that there is no Truth in, our Phildfopbyj 
more evident than wliat' your Author here 
advances, #• e that one only Tiling, where- 
of the Sage hath need to make aU Things, 
7s no other than the Water and the Sprit of the - 
Body. The Water is the Body, and the ^ 
SquI of our Subjeft, and the aftral Seed is 

the 
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the Spirit of it ; and it is therefore that 
the Phito/apbtrs affure, that their Matter has 
a Body, a Soul) and a Spirit. 

PTRO PHI LUS. 
k* I confefs my Inattention, and' that had 
^ I well confidered> I had formed no marv 
ner of doubt uport this Paflage ;. but here is 
another, which, however, is no great Sub- 
jeft of Scruple ; but neverthelef^ I coulcf 
wifli to know your Senfe of thofe Words, 
viz». that the only Thing which is the 
Subjed of the Art, and has not its lik^ in 
*>5 the World ; (*) « jfet vile, and -to he had i$. 
^ for Uttle cofi. 

EVDOXUS. 
This Matter, fo precious by the excellent 
Gifts, wherewith Nature has enriched it, is 
truly mean, with regard to the Subftances 
from whence it derives its Original. Their 
Price is not above the Ability of the Poon 
Ten Pence is more than fufficient to pur- ,, ,; 
chafe the Matter of the Stone. But the 
Inftruments, and the Means that arc neceC- 
fary to purfue the Operations of the Art* 
requite tome fort of Expence; which makes 
Geber fay. That theWork^is not for the Poor* 

The ;]^atter therefore is mean> confidering 
- H 5 the 
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the Foundation of the Art becaufe it cofk 
but very little; it is no lefs mean, if <Mie coii- 
fiders exteriourly that which gives it Per- 
fedtion, fince in that regard it coflis nothing 
at all> in as much as all the World has it in 
^ its Pawer^ Ays Cojmofalite; (b that whe- 
ther you diftinguifti tnefe Things, or whe-i 
ther you confound them, as the PhikfipherJi 
do, to deceive the Sot and the Ignorant, it is 
a conftant Truth, that the Stone is a Thing 
niean in one Senfe, but th^t in another it i% 
moft precious, and that th^re are none hut 
Fools that defpife it, by a jjuft Ju^gnient 
of God- 

PTR OPHILUS. 
I (hall now be quickly as well inftruded 
as I can wifh ; do me only the Favour to 
tell me, how one may know which is the 
true way of the Philofophers ; becaufe they 
defcribe many different, and , often in Af- 
pearance contrary. Their Books are filled 
with an Infinity of various Operations.} as 
X Conjundions, Calcinations, Mktions,^ Scr 
\ parations, Sublimat^ns, Diftillations, Coai* 
V gulations, Fixations, Deficcations, concern- 
ing each of which they make whole Chap- 
ters ; which throws the Artifts into fiich a 
Labyrinth, that 'tisfcarcepoflible for them to 

^xtricat^ 
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extricate themfelves This PhUofiphsry me- 
thiiiks9 infinuates, that as in this great Art^ 
^ere is but one Thing i fo neither is there 
but one way, for whicn he gives no other 
R^afbn but this j he fays, (^) That the So- 5 7. 
hfthn of the Body is not made bm in its own 
Blood. I find not any Thing in this whole 
Treatife, wherein your Inftruftions may 
prove more neceflary to me, than upon this 
Point, which concerns the Praftice of the 
Work, upon which all thet Philofiphers make 
Profeflion of Silence : I befeech you, there- 
fore, not to deny me your Diredions in 
io needful a Point. 

EUD O XU f. 
It is not without a great deal of Reafon 
that you make me this Requeft, it Regards 
the eflential Point of the Work, and I couU 
heartily wifh it were in my Power to anfwer 
as diftmftly to this, as I have done to divers 
of your other Queftions. I proteft to you, 
that I have every where told you the Truth ; 
and I will ftill continue to do fo ,* but you 
kriow, that the Myfteries of our facred 
Sciences may not be taught, but in myfte- 
rious Terms : I will, however, tell you 
without any Ambiguity, that the general 
Intention of our Art, is ocadly to purify, 

H 4 and 






104 The Hermetical 

V y X and to fubtilize a Matter of it feif unclean n 
and OTofs. Arid ihis is -a moft important 
Truth, that deferves yoii fliould make R«- 
•fleftion upon it. 

Remark, that to attain this End, ma^ 

Operations are requifite, which tending all 

but to one ind the feme Scope, are not- in the 

^^^^ «iain confidered by the PtfibfifiTersj but as 

one Ible and fame Oper ation ' d i v er fl ycoH" 

, , N tinned. Obferve, that Fire feparates at firft ^ 

' X the heterogenous Parts, anSTconjoins the ho^ 

^ mogcnous Parts of our Stone-; that the^fecret * 

^'^kc produces afterwards the fame Efltd; ^ 

'^ K ^ Nit mn*^ efficacioufly in introducing into 

>< the Matter a fiery Spirit, which opens in- 

/ V teriourly the fecret Gate which fubtilizesand 

^fublimes the" pure Patrsr tSparatmg them 

"" ""-'■ from thofe that are terreftrtd and aduffiRe. 

^' ' The -Sfrftttion which is afterwards made by 

- " the- Addition of^^fihe-aftral Ouinteffencey 

which animates the Stone, «fllakes a thiid 

•Depuration of it, and Diftillation compleats 

it entirely ; thus purifying aftd fubtilizing the 

Stone by many difFerent Degrees, to wnich 

the Philojophers ufe to give the Names of as 

many feveral Operations, and of Converfi- 

. on of Elements, it is ej^alted to that Pdr- 

feftion, which is the nigheft Dilpofition to 

conduft it to flupptam Perfedion, by 1 • 

Regiment 
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Regiment proporti(»ied to the final Ibtcn* 
tion of the Art, that is to lay, unto per- 
&& Fixtion. Yoa fee now, that to %eak 
properiy, there is but one way, as there is 
but one Intention in the firft Woifc and 
that the PhiUfiphers defcribe not many way% 
but becaufe they confider the diffeitnt Qfc ^ 
grecs of pepurations, as fb ttizny Operati'^ i 
ons, and difftrent Ways, with defign (a^, . 
your Author-^very well RenfjarksO tocon-^ 
ceal this admirable Art. ^ 

As to the Words by which your Au» 



thor concludes, #. e. that the SdlutioiT of 
the Body is ndt made but in its ownlSJbod^ 
I nhiftjnKrke. you obferve that in our Art» \ 
there is in thige Jiffemit Jjip^ three,^- ><'^ 
fential .5olutiom. made, wherein the Body ^ - 
is not diflolved but in its own Bjk^oA and s« 
that is in the Beginning, in tfie'Mj^yip* V »>:. 
afKl at the End m "tKeWork ; take good 
Notice of this. I have already (hewed yoa% 
that in the principal Operations of the Art> 
there are always two Things which produ^ 
ces one, that of thofe two Things, one 
fupplies the place of the Male, and the 
. otner of the Female ; one is the Bodv> 
the other is the Spirit : You muft make 
here the Application of it, i. e. that in ^ . 
the three Solutions t\m I mention to you» 
^ th^ 
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•V rfK Male Mid the Female, the Body, aid 
die Sgirit, are no otEer Thing, but the 
Body and the Blood, and that thefe two 
"fEings are of one fame Nature> and of 
one fame kind ; fo that the Solution of the 
Body in its own Blood, is the Solution of 
the Male by the Female, and that of the 
Body by its Spirit. And this is the adcr 
of thefe three important Solutions. 

In vain you would attempt by Fire the 
true Solution of the Male in the firft Ope- 
ration, you could never fiicceed in it, with- 
out the Conjunftion of tlie Female ; it is 
in their mutual Embraces that they con* 
found and change each other, to produce 
one whole Homogeneity, different from 

C them both. You would in vain open and 
fublime the Body of the Stone, it would be' 
intirely ufelefs to you, unlefi you made it 
efpoufe the Wife wJiich Nature hath defign- 
ed for it ; ihe is that Spirit, "iipm whence 
the Body hath drawn its firft\)riginal ; 
which Body diflblves therein as Ice docs 
at the Heat of Fire, as your Author has 
very well Remarked. In fine, vou would 
attempt in vain to make the perfeft Soluti- 
on ot the fame Body, if you fhould not 

' reiterate upon it the Affiifion of its grp^ 
Blood, which is its natmSTMenftruHm, its 

Wife, 
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Wife,, and its Spirit altogether, wherewith y 
it fo intimately unites, that from thence- 
forth they become but one fble and lame 

Subftance. 

PTR O ? HIL US^ 

After all this which you have revealed to 
me, I have nothifig more to askyou about the 
Interpretation of this Author. I do very . 
well -comprehend all the other Advantages 
that he afcribes to the Stone, more than to 
Gold and Mercmj. I do alfo conceive how 
the Excefe of the Rage of thefe two Cham- 
pions, tranfported them to join their Forces, 
^0 vanquifti the Stone by Arms, not being 
able to fubdue it by Reafon ; but how is 
it to be underftood. That the <*) Stone 3g< 
devotir*d thenty Oftd fii^allawed them both tf^ 
fithat there renufm'dnot am Track^efthem. 

EUDO XUS. 
Know you not that the great Hermes 
lays. That the Sttme is the firossg Force of 
all Forces ; fir it wUl vanquijb all f$tb^ 
tile Things^ and will penetrate every filid 
Thing. And your Author exprelles the 
yery fame Thing here in other Terms to 
teach yoi^ that the Power of the Stone 
is fo gr^t, that nothing is able to reHft it* 
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Itfufmounts indeed all the imperfea Metals, 
trsfflfinuting them into perwft Metals in 
fuch a manner, that there remains no Traft 
of what they were before. 

frn OP H iL vs. 

' I very well comprehend thefe Reafbns, 
ahd yet I have ftiU remaining one doubt 
tbudbing perfeft Metals 5' .(7(>W, for Exam- 
jJk, is a Metal conftant and perfeft, which, 
therefore, methinks, the Stone ftiould not 
be «ble to devour. 

EXJDOXV S. 

■ 

Your doubt is groundlefi ; for as the 
Stone, ftriftly fpeaking, does not devour 
imperfed Mctak, but to changes their Na- 
ture, that there remains nothing to know by 
what they were before ; fo the Stone not 
,X being able to deftroy Gold^ nor to tranfinutt 
M it into a more perfeft Metal, tranfinutes it 
X into a Medicine a thoufand Times moic 
-^porftft than €oldy fince it can then tranf- 
mute a thoufand Times as much imperfeft 
Metal, a.ccording to the D«rce of Perfe- 
ftion that the Stone has received of the Art. 

?TRO- 
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ptrophilus. 

I perceive the Uttle Foundation there wap 
for my Doubt ; but to be plain, there is 
fo much fubtilety in the leaft Hints of thp 
fhilofifhersy that you ought not to think it 
ftrange, that I have often ftuck upon Things 
that ought elfe to have appeared to me fu®- 
cicntly intelligible of tnemfelves. I hav^ 
no more but two Queftioiis to ask you, 
and they are on the Subjeft of the two Ad- 
vices, that my Author gives to the Sons, pf 
the Science, touching the manner of Proceed- • 
ing, and the Scope they ought to propofe to 
themfelves in their Search of the univerlU 
Medicine. He advifes then? in the ferfl: 
Place, to ftiarpen their Minds^ to read the 
Writings of tne wife Men with Prudence, 
to Labour with Exadnefs ; to proceed with- 
out Precipitation in a Work fo precious : 
^ Becaufe; fays, he C^) That it has its tmp 
K ordained hj Nature; even as the Frnits 'which 5^ 
%are upon the Trees, and the clftjter af Grafffs 
>tthat the Vine hfars. I conceive very wjll 
the Ufefulnefs of thefe Counfels ; but pray, 
be pleafed to explain to me, how this. Limi- 
ifltion of Time is to be imderftood. 



-J *' 



..^ '•<. 



IIO The HfiRMETldAL 



Your Author fufficientlyexplaius it to you 
by the comparifon of Fruits, which Nafture 
produces in their due Seafoftr*tWrTompa^ 
rilbn is Exad : The Stone is a Field which 
the Wife cultivates, into which Art and 
Nature have put the Seed, which is to pro- 
duce its Fruit- And as the four Seafons 
of the Year are neceflary to the perftft 
Produftion of Fruits, fo the Stone has in 
•fifce manner its determinated Seafons. Its 
Winter, during which Cold and HtSniTdi- ^ v 
ty have Dominion in this Earth thus pre- 
pared and (owed. Its Sgring^^ wherein the * > 
phifefophick S^ being waifTfi*dr" gives 
Sigm-of''- Vegetation and Increafe; its 
Summer, during which its Fruit ripens, -, , 
and becomes proper to Multiplication ; and 
its Autumn, in which this Fruit being , , 
• perfeftly Ripe, rejoices tke Wife that have 
the good Fortune to gather it. 

To leave you nothing to defire upon 
this Subjed, I muft here make you obferve 
three Things. Firfi^ That the Sage ought to 
imitate Nature in the Practice of the Work ; 
and as this wife Worker \yiz,. Nature] can 
produce nothing perfed, if its Motion be 
made viojentj fo the Artift ought to fufFer v x 

'the 
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the Principles of his Matter to aft interi- 
ourlyj by exteriourly adminiftring a Warmth 
or Heat proportioned to its needj The 
ficend Thing is, that the Knowledge of >* v v 
the four SeSbns of the Work, oudit to 
be a Rjule, which the Wife fliould follow 
in the different Regiments of the Fire, in 
Proportioning it to each, according as Na- 
ture fhows it, who has need of lels Heat 
to put the Trees in Bloffora, and to Form 
the Fruit, than to make them perfeftly Ripe. 
Thtrdljy That though the Work has its four 
Ssafcns, fo as Nature has, it does not fol- ^ 
low tliat the Seafons of Art, and -eP-^a- % 
ture, muft precifely anfwer to each other, ^ 
the Summer ofthe Work may happen with- >i v v 
out Inconvenience in Nature's Autumn, and >t 
its Autumn in her Winter. It fuffices, ,, ^ , 
that the Regiment of the Fire, be prepor- . 
tion*d to the Seafon of the Work ; ic is >< 
in that only, that the great Secret of the - 
Regiment confifts, for which I cannot give - 
you a more certain Rule. 

PTROPHILUS. 

By this Rcafbning, and by this Similitude, 
you give me an open View upon a Point, 
of ^nich the Philofephers have made one of 

their 
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their gretteft My fteries 5 for the Doftrine of 

the Raiments is not to be leam'd by their 

Writings, but I fee with an cxtream Sa- 

tis&&ion> that in imitating Nature and Be-- 

V K V ginning the order of Seafons of the Woric 

^ by the Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wife 

^'to judge, how by the divers Degrees of 

cHeat^ which anfwer to thofe Seafons, he 

-^can affift Nature, and bring the Fruit of 

'^diis philofophical Plant to a perfe6t Ma- 

<turity. ♦ 

my Author in the fecond Place advifc? 
the Sons of Art, to have Uprightnefe of 
Heart ; and to propole to themfelves an ho- 
neft End in this Work, declaring pofitive- 
ly to them, that without thefe good Dif- 
pofitions, they muft not expeft a Bleffing 
fix)m Heaven upon their Labour, upon 
which all good Succefs depends. He affure?, 
MQ^ That (*) God does mt comr/mnicate Jo great 
a' Gift, hm to thofe that willntake a good ufe 
9f it I md that he deprives thofe of itj who 
dejign to ufe it for Ommijjion of EvU. Tliis 
feems to be no other than a manner of 
ufual (peakidg with the Philofo^ers ; pray 
tell me what Refleftions ought to be made 
upon this kft Point \ 

E V^ 
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; You are fufficientfy imfruded m oiir Phi- 
lofophy, to comprehend, that the Poffefli- 
Dn of the univeral Medicine, attd of the 
great Elixir, is of all worldly TrerfuresthiB 
greateft, the 'mod real^ and the nk>ft v^u* 
^le that Man can enjoy. Indeed, imitoenfe 
Riches, fupream Dignities, and ^ die 
XJreatneflfe of the Earth, afc not coShpara- 
ble to this precious Treafure, which is the 
fole temj)oral Gbod, able to ilatisfy the 
Heart 6t Man. It gives to him that pof- 
fefles it, l3L fong Life, ekeihpt from all forts 
of Infirmities, artd puts mto his Power 
more Gold and Sihefy than is pofleffed by 
iaSi the mdft mighty Monarchs together. 
This Trerfiire hath moreover this particu- 
lar Advantage, above all other Bleffings df 
this Life, that he who enjoys it, finds him- 
laf perfeftly fatisfied, even with its only 
Contemplation, and that he can never be 
troubled with the fear of lofing it. 

You are likewife fully convinced, that 
(5od governs the World ; that his Di- 
vine Providence caufes, that there reigns 
an Order, which his infinite Wifdom has 
eftabBflied in it from the beginning of 
^1 Agcsy and that this Providence b not 

I that 
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that blind Fatality of the Antients, nor - 
that pretended Chain of Caufes, or that ne- 
cdTary Order of Tbiags, . that muft make 
th^m folkw without any Diftindion : But 
dn the; i^Qntfary, you are well peffiiaded/ 
that the Wifdom of God prefides qvcr sll 
xhe Bv^^ts that happen ; or appear in the 
World. 

Upon the 4ouble Foundation, which thefe 
.two Refledionseftablilh, you cannot doubt 
but thsat God whodifpoles Soveiiei^y of 
all the Poffeffions in t;he \Vorld, never per- 
.inits th^t thofe who apply themfelv^ to the 
Search of this precious Trea&re, with deiign 
to make a bad ufe of it, ftioiild' by their En- 
deavours come to itsPoffcffion-; leajjy what 
Mifchiefs might not be caufed in the Workl 
by a perverfe Spirit, ' who would have no 
other Aim but to gratify his Ambition, 
and to indulge his Lufts, if he had ui 
his Power and PofleiSion this certain Means 
of executing his mqflf criminal Enterprizes. 
Wherefore the Fhiipfifherty who'perfedly 
know what Mifchid^ and Difordeiis might 
accrue to civil Society, if the Knowk 
of this great Secret were Revealed to 
impious, do Jiot treat of 'it, ' but with fear, 
nor fpeak of it, but cjiigmatically, to the 
end, th^t it may not be comprehemicd, but 

by 




ty thofe whofe Study atid Endeavours God 
will bids. • • 

PrkoPHiLUS. 

There can be none that are of good 
Senie> and who fear God but muft agree 
in thefe ^eijtim^nts, ,ahd ..nm|l be fully per- 
fuaded, th^t to Iqcceed in fo gi;ejt and j^ 
impoitaiit an Ehtdprize, the Divine Good-^ 
fteb is to be in^^fj^ply, fu{)plicated to illu- 
miiHate oUr Mihds> and to give his Blef- 
fing to onr Endes^vo^irs* It only reiiiaij&s, 
th^ I ceturh you jhoft. humble .Tnank$». that 
you have been pleafed to treat me as a Son of 
the ScieticC) to difcoarTe with me fincerelyj 
and to inftrud i^e* in fo great Mrfteri^, .as 
ckartyi ^i as mtdligihk) ^ i&^wfal k> 
do, arid as I W9ul(d reafonably defire. I 
proteft to you, that my Acknowledgment 
Ihall hft as' long >as p\y Lif^4 : • 
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HERMES, 

CONTAINlflc; ' 

Six principal Keys of the fecret 

Philofophy. 

F I writ this Letter to perfuade 
thofe to the Truth of our Phi- 
loibphy) who imagines that it 
is only a vain Iaea> and a 
meer Paradox, f would follow 
the Example of many Matters in this great 
Art ; I would endeavour to convince thofc 

fort 
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fort of Wits of their Errors, by demon-r 
flxadng to diem the Solidneis of the Prin- 
ciples of our Science fupported by the 
Law$» and by the Operations of Nature, " 
and I would Ipeak but (lightly of what 
belongs to the Praflice : But as I have a 
quite difierent Defign, and that I write 
only for you, the wife Difciples of /ftr- 
mesy and true Sods of the Art, my only In- 
dention is to (erve you as a Guide in a way 
io diflSicuIt to be foHow'd. Our Pradice , 
is in ££Fed a track in the Sands* where 
one ought to condud one*s felf rather 
by the North Star than by any Footfteps % 
which are feen unprinted there. The Con- 
fiiHon of the Tracks, which an almoft in- 
finite Number of People have left there, is 
lb great, and one finds fb many different 
Paths, which almoft all of them lead into 
moft frightfiil Defarts, that it is almoft im- 
poffible not to ftray from the true Road, 
which only the Sages favoured by Heaven 
Jiave happily known hovr to fina out and 
to difcovcr. 

This Confufion flops the Sons of Art 
at once ; fome in the b^inning, o- 
thers in the middle of this philoibphical 
Courfe, and fome eyep \yhen they ap- 
proach nigh the E|id of this painful Jour- 

I $ ney. 



ney, and ^cti\ thby te^lri tcr dlftover 

tHe hSppy End of thcfii^ U^a<frtaRiri^ ,• 

but perceive not, that the li^rle of thd 

/^ay which* rqnaihs £qt tli^-tb' go, is 

the ipbft difficult, • They kpbw Aot that 

the ehvibiis of their gobd Poftiirte have 

(flu^ Ditches antf R^dpic^s in tliemiddfe 

of th^"* Way, and t'h'at fiif wMit of knbw- 

V ii)§^ the fecret Windings, vJ'h'ercby fhfe' Wife 

' dvoid tRdfe dangerous Shares^ -they jCHiriap-i^ ^ 

" "^ *^ \ <C JB^'y ' ^^ ^^^ Adviita^d whjjch' die^ 
^ -^'"^ had got, at the^-^be tim^^-^hch they 
^ imagined to have lurnioAntl^d-afi tifi. Dir- 
"ficuhies,-*: '■ \ 

' ''" I vow finterely to you,' that ,^he Wafftice 
^ 'of our Art is the m^ft ^ifecult! 't^yhg.-bf 
ihfe World, hot in reg ^d to j^s |. pp^ * [ 
tioBS, but iti reffce ^ or't ne. ft ^culfics'^ ! 
which are in itl to learn it diftinftly from 1 

the Books of jlie £^^^£2 • ?^^ ^ 
'on cnelI3e it is called with Reafbti the y 
' mi^fCBUr^ ; on the other rt rpquim 
in thole who fearch for -the^Tnith Jby their 
' tSbOTH'^d their Study, aprofoiind Know- 
ledge of thcHE^«fl«ft4€Sr*<^ 
tions ot Nature in the. three -Kinds ; out 
\ particularly in 'the mineral .and metafficlc 
' Kind. 'Tis a oreat Point to Snd 'oGf'tKa 
• true Matter, wliicn is tRe^libjed of our 
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WaSc; yoii muft ibr< tbk p&rcQ thtougb 
Athodaaa obTcuce Vaibx wiier;ewi£h i% has 
been fpread over.; you muft diilmgitiiib. it 
by its proper Name, among a MilliaSi of ua«*. 
c)oaa0ioa N^^nies, wliereby th& PhUaf^hcrs 
kay^ di&rently expsdd k ; you mufi uOf* 
derfbtxl aU the Bit^rties of it» and judge of 
d the Degrees of Perfedtion, which the Ait 
is capable of grving^ t^ it ; joa muft Inpvf 
M xthe fccretJFire of tie Wifc^ which is the f_ 
orfy^^S^enT which can c^en^ fuhlim^j pu- ^ ^ 
rtfW and difc^e the flatter tq he reduced ^/^ ^ 
mto Water ; you. ihuft . tar this penetrajs ^ 
into th[e Divine Sonarcc of the oeleft^l Wa^ >. 
leiS which operates the. Sohitidn, the Ani? 
inatiim and PimGcatjbn (^ the Scone; you 
RHilinKnow^ ficw tp convert our met^licjt v 
V W^ttari nta an inroifabcrftifalc Oilj by the 
I "oSli^Sstetion of ^-^Bocljrr^m wJlience 
^Ir d r iw ' ii^ Qiiyiiud j aiidtu cfl fe^S l t toi -yQi^ 
^ m}i(^* mabr ^g Cuflveifiuu -eg'-tfae— Efe^ ^^ 

"Thiaits, the Separation, and the Re<inion of 
^ ^e^ifcffee Principles ; yaii* -amft-kaffe-to 
ii know now to make thereof a yfait;^ ^wr^ > : 
jfv jagy^ ^gttd ''^' dtrm^ ; you pxuft / -' 

^ fix^thfe Mercmj^ Tiotirifli it wi(h iiR own > 
Blciodi* to the. End that it -DMy- h^^son* 
'vejted intodi^^fort Sulfhttr of the PhiUfi^ 
" fscrs^ 'Thefe-^w^ Ppintj of 
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our Art ; the reft of the Work is fi>iin<t 
clearly enough taught in the Books of the 
PhihJofherSf that we have no need of an 
i>^ ampler Explanation. _ . _ 

* ' As there are three Kingdoms [or Rei^} 
in Nature^ fo there are alio three Medicines ia 
our Art which make three different Works 
in the Pra&ice, and which are nevertheleG 
but three diffeitnt D^;ree$» which raUe our 
Elixir to its hi^eft Perfedion. Thefe im- 
portant Operations of the three Works, are 

- by all PhtUfifhers relerved under the Key 

or the Secret, to the End that the facrdi 

Myfteries of our divine Philolbphy may 

. V not be revealed to the Profane ; but to you 

'^ *j|vho are the Sons of the Science, and can 

V underfland the Language of the Wife, the 

V Locks fhall be opened, and you fhall have 
the Keys of the precious Treafiires of Na-? 
ture and of Art, if you apply aU your Mind 
to the Underftandmg of what I do defign 
to tell you, in Terms as intelligible as is 
nece£&ry for thofe, who are predeftinated 
as you are, to the Knowledge of thefe fub- 
lime Myflerie^. I wiD put into your Hands 
fix Key5, wherewith you may enter into 

• the Sanduary of Philofbphy, open all its 
ReceiTes^ aha arrive at the Un^erftahding of 
the moft hidden Trutb. 
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' The firfi Key. 

. The firft Key is, that which opens the 
f^tk Prifons, in which the SHlfhnr is ihut H 
up; this is it which knows how to extrad the - 
Seed oat of the Body» and which fonns the 
Stone of the Philofi^ersj by the Conjun- 
&ionofthe Male with the Female ; ot the 
Spirit vdth the Body ; of Snl^mr with 
Mercury^ Hnwes )m manifefUy demon'? 
ftrated the Operation of thi^ firft Key> by 
thefe Words : In the Caverns af the Metah *- / ^ 
there u hidd^ thd Stone which is VenerdAt^ 
brigkt in ColattTf a Min4 ffdflime^ md an 
efen Sea. This Stone has a bright glitter* >« v ^ 
ing, it contains a Spirit of a fublime Oljik* ^ 
ginal, it is the Sea of the Wife, in which v; 
they Fiih for their myfterious Fifh. The ^ 
lame PhiUfi^er does ftill more particularly 
take Notice of the Nativity of^this admi- 
rable St<Mie, when he lays : The King Jhall 
cmc out of the Fire, fmd Jhall rejoice in Ins 
Maatrhage, and the hidden Th'mgSjhailheUid 
Pfen. *Tis a King frowned with Gtory^ 
.who has his Nativity in the Fire, who^ is 
pli^d with the Union of the Spoufe,whicIi 
j^^fi^vep to him. 'Tis this Union which 
maKes n^ipifefl that which before was hid- 
den. 

But 



<3i The Hermetic AL 

"" But before I go any further, I have 

' a Counfel to give you; which will be 

* of no finall Advantage to- you ; that is, to 

>*. rcffeft? that the Operations of each of the- 

^ ^f^.Works, having a gK!k deal of Ana-* 

ifigy and Kjclation to one- aiK)ther j #ie Phi* 

tofiphers ' do defignedly ^ak in equivo* 

<ral Terms, to the end thatthofe who have 

itot Lvf^s Eyes, may purfue wrong, arnf 

fee. loft in tills Labyrinth, from whehoe k 

is very hard to get out. In efit<9:, when 

one imagines, that they (peak of one 

Work, tney often treat of another ; take 

heed, therefore, not to be decdvcd herer 

\; v^ ^ fin : For it is a Truth, that in ^h Worife ^ 

c7/^M^^ wife Artift ought to diflojve tKTlfc ^ 

,^^f/ca^ fy.^i^h: the Spjrir, he muft cut^^^STtGe ^ 

,>^ ^/^/.^ J?^rr7^»'sHead, whiten the Black, and m*- 

"7 .^ V Jirir Operation, that the wile Artilt cuts off 

ir%^^ Itfie Head of the black Draionj and of the 

r '/ ^^'M^^' JS&rz»w fays, tliat 'tis from thence 

^'^^ ^ that onr Art takes its b'cginning. What hM^ i 

hm of the Crmi-i is the hepnning of flris^^/' 

"■ ^rt^ Conftder, that it is by the Scparati- 

- on of the black, foul, and ftinking Fiime 

of the blackeft Black, thattmraftrali-wlrftei 

"and relplendent * Stone b formed, which 

"Ifap^f icontaineth in its Veins the Blood of the 
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/^/fe^ y 'tis ai this fivft Porificarion of the ^ /i:^ /; 
Sibhe, and at this ftiiniftg Wliit«iefc tha5>- v./,^ 
the frft i^ej^ of ^ firfl Work ii en^c^^ ** 

The fiet^d fCejf 

Tfc65 fecbftd j^cy (iiflfolves-nho" Cbmwr 
{A^nd^ 6r the Stot)ey and begins the! Sepa-». 
i^li^h of ^ ]^]ienient$ in a phi]ofo|)hi<:al 
M^^ f tliii Sep^o^idh 6f the Elements^ 
i§ hot ttisAi hut hy mCmg trp the fubtile 
^d'^re Pdrt$ ^we the thick wd (erre^- 
ftrfel Pi^rtSr He iJV^Ho knows Hoo? to falv 
fiiwf the Stone philofophkaHyi juftly de*-: 
feives the Name of a PhUoffherj fince he 
Jlij^s the Fire (af the Wife, which is ^ i 

gH^fr ' tnffiximent, tt^hich can Work t^' 
Subtffiiatibnr^o Philofofher has ever open-' 
W Revealed this fecr^t Fire, aftd^ispbwv 
crful Agent, which Works all the Woo^ 
cfers of the Art ,' he who fball 'not under^ 
ftoid it, and not know how to diftinguifti 
it by the Charafters wherewith I hslve eit 
Ifle^^iired to point it out in the EKfcourfe 
of Efuloxus and- Pyy^philus^ ought to makfc 
a ftand here, and -pray to God -to make it 
clear to him 5 fcwr the Knowledge' of this 
great Secitt, is rather a Gift of Heaven,; 
tnan a Light Acquired by the Force of Rea« 
Foiiiqg ; let him, nevertlielefs, read the Wri-? 

.tings 
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xm^ o£ x!tis PhthJ^hm ; let him meditate* 
and above all let hun pray ; there \s no di£- 
ficulty> which may not lA the end be made 
clear by Work, Meditation, and Prayer. 

Without the Sublmiation of the Stones 
tlie Converfion of the Elements,, and the 
Extradion of the Principles is impolfible ; 
^ >v and this Converfion* which makes Water 
H of Earth, Air of Water, and Fire of"ffiri 
>, is tKe only Way wECTcby our Mctcmtj can 
X, be preparw. Apply yotir felf then to know 
this . (ecret Fire> whKh diilblves the Stone 
naturally, and without Violence, and makes 
It difTolve.into Water in the great Sea of 
the Wife* by the Diftillation which is made 
by the Rays of the Sun, and of the Moon* 
'Tis in this manner that theStone, which ac- 
cording to Hermes is the Vine of the Wif^ Vi/i^ 
becomes their Wine, which by the Ope- Wni 
rations of Art, produces their re^ifiedTW^/^jv/./ 
teriofXife, and their moft ftiM^p Vinqpr> ^"^S^^, 
This Father of our PluiofopEy crys out j^^^yy, 
. . concerning this Myfter)' ; O Ueffed watry ^^^^/ 
•: Fomh which dijfolvejt the Elemems ! The 
.^ Elements, of tlie Stone coukl not be dit- 
iblved^ but by this Water wholly Divine ; 
• nor could* a perfeft Diifolution be miade 
of it, but after a proportioned Digeftion 

and 
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irid PutrefifKon, at which the fecbnd Key 
of the firffi Work is ended. 

■ 

The thtrd Key. 

If he third Key comprehends of it felf 
done a longer Train of Operationis, than all 
the. reft together : The Philofiphers have 
^laken very little of it, feeing the Perfecfti- 
oa. of our Mercury depends xbereon ;.tne 
fincereft themfelves, as Artefhiusy Trevtjtiny 
Ftamelj have paft in Silence the Prqparatfi- 
oiis of our AdercMrj^ and there is hardly 
one found, who has not fcign'd inftead 
of ftiowing the longeft and the moft im- 
portant of the Operations of ' our PrafticJe. 
With a deficn to lend you a Hand in this 
part of the Wa(y, which you have to go, 
wherQ for want of. Light it is impoffible to 
foUovBT the true Road, I will inlarge my 
ielf xnore-than the Philofiphers haye'done, 
ODLrfiis .third Key^ or atleaftl will-ibltew 
in an order that whicjh.they have faid of this 
Subjeft fo 'confufedly, that without the In- 
Ipiration of Heaven, or withoiit the help of 
a faithful Friend, one remains undouBtedly 
in this Labyrinth, without being able to find 
a happy Deliverance from thenrce. 1 am* 
fure that you who* are. the true Sons of the 
Science^ will receive a very great Satisfifti- 

on 
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pti. m the explaining of th^fe hidden ^(iy- 

lieries, whicli r^ard die.§^i^Uon5'..and 

the Purification of the Principles of oiir 

^ Mercurjy whjch ji,m^e/jjby a perfed DiA 

" • folution. az>d GlorifiqatioiT^ cff the BfAji 

-^ whence it had its Nativity, and by .the in- 

•" timate ynion of , the Soul T»ith its Bor^hr^ 

^ ,bf whoiii'tlie Spkit is;tpe/ only IJie. which 

•r Wor,ks this C^onjun^ipn ;. tjiis is tl>e jliji- 

^ .tentionj ,;i(Qd,the ^fientiajl/Pomt x)f tjie.Q- 

*" .. peratiocjs 5)if^ this Key, Tj^rhicntejrm^ijjije^at 

the G^a^atipn* of a.ii^w Subi^cp, ^ibLfi-* 

nitely nobler v than, the :fif ft. . v 

After that the wife Art^Hthas n>5iJe a Spripg 

of living \Vater cptne;|Ont pf t;he Stones 

that he. ha^ preft out tl^e. Juipe of thc^Vipe 

of xh^.PhihfofberJ^ .j^dthat he has iiiade 

their Wine, he ought, to M}^e Notice, tljat 

in this horaogei^us Subftance, wh^ch ap- 

r pears iinder the Forai of .Water, tj^re are 

three difiei-ent Subftaqces, ajid. three; nji^tal 

• y Prinriples^ ofi 4II R ndies * Salti Siflfhmi $ 

,and Msrcwrj^ ^t,V\A^ y^ t^y ,<^pgyi the 

Soul, ahd the Body, ^and thoc^lv 3acy ap^ 

. pear pure and peifedly uniteS together, 

there ftill wants much of their ^)ei;pg io ; 

for when by tJiftiUatioii We draw the Wa- 

. ter, which is the Soul apd the^ Spirit, the 

Body remains in the bottom of the VefTe! 
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itke a-cte^) Uack, and dreggy £irt^> . which 
nevertheldls is not to be defpifed ; for in 
otU" Subjcft there is notliing wjuch is. apt 
good. The fUkfofher J^ Potmims pn>- h > ^ 
teft$, that the very Superfluities, of the iir^l^ ^ 
ace converted into a true Eflence i that fee v 
who pretetids to feparate any Thing from ** 
our Subje&i knows nothing m Phitefopl^, ^ 
aiEid that all which is therem of fup^AuoMs, ^ 
luickati* dreggy, and in fin«) the whole v 
Subfiance of ^ me Compound is xinade per-* ^ 
feft by the Aftibn of cmr Fire. .Thi$ Ad-' 
, vice opens the Eyes of thofe v^ho to. make 
to eiiad Purificatiofi of the Elements, afid 
of the Principksj perfpade .thcniftlves> tkat 
jbey muft oflly tdke the fubtile,'and ca/iia- 
way the heavy ; but the Sons of th^ Sci- 
ence ought not to bcTignorantf that t^e 
Fire^ andthe Sf^^^m are hwden-inthe Cen- 
ter of the EartU artd that yourntiuft wdih 
it exaAly with . its Spirit, to extraift out of 
; -yjt the BahAj.'z/i'^. tne fixt Salt^ which is ><v s 
'f\ the ^odpf^onrVStong. : This Is the ef&n- 
''" tial MyRety ofthS**Operation, which is 
not accomplifhed till after a convenient Di- 
geftion, and a flow Diftillation. Follpw 
thcn^ ye Sons of Art, the command which 
the Truth-telling Hermes gives ye, who 
i^ys in ijbis phce ; Bnt wkh thii watrj S^hI^ 
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we nmfi mix oftr Vmtgary that we maf pojfeji 
the fiUfhuroHs Form ; for when the Canfou^ 
ft dtjfohed, it is the Kejftf Refiaratien, You 
know that* nothing is more contrary than 
Fire and Water ; but yet the wiiTe Artift 
muft make Peace between the Enemtes,- 
ivho at the Bottom [or RadicaByJ loVc 
. one another vehemently. Co/mapoute has 
told the manner thereof in a few Words : 
The Things therefore heif§g ptergedf make Fire 
aHulWuer to be Frietub^ Wiichthej will eafl^ 
ij do in thedr Earth which had afcended with 
them. Be then attentive on this Pofiit, 
-. moiften ofrtotimes the Earth with its Wa- 
ters and you'll obtain what you (eek. Muft 
• not the Body be Miffolved by the Water, 
and the Earth be (>etietnKed with its . Hu- 
midity to be made proper for Generation i 
Ac^rding to the Phikf^hers^ the Spirit is Ir 
Eve ; the Body is Adamj they ought ttf be ^ 
j^Itted for the Propagation of dieir Specks. 
Rermis lays the lame Thing in other Tciffts; 
A for TPker is the firongefl Nattere^ which fkr^ 
\ motmts and excites the fixed Nat we in the 
i 'Bodj^ that is, rejoices k. In Eflfed, thefe 
V two'Subftances, which are of the fame Na- 
' turfj but of two different Sexes, embrace 
]* \ one another with the lame Love, and the 
[ s filme Satisfaftioni as the Maje and tb^. Fe - 

^ niSK^ 



ijdjby aod ascend inieniibly together^ lea- 
ving but a little Faec^ in the bottom of 
the Veflel ; ib chat the Soul, the Spirit> 
and the Bod}^^ ^tpc /an exad Purihcati- v v 
ofii sppe^ at laft: infepairably united un- \ -^ 
dcr a more hoble aad ihore perfed Form s ^ -< 
than it was befoFe, ai^d as aiflerent fmm 
its firfl liqmd Fortiu as the Alcohol of 
Wioe exadly redifiedi and actuated with 
its Salt^ is qidereht from the Subftance of 
the Wifie fi^om >v;he|ke it has been drawn ; 
this Coiiipariron is -not only very fittings 
but it £Lirtnerinare gives the Sons of Science^ 
a fTQc^e Khawliedge of the Operations of 
tms third Key* 

Our Water is a Uviiig Springs which 
iQeVDCS oiit of the Sconiib by a natural Mira* 
de of pur PhUofophy, The firfl of all 
u the Wanffr which ^Meth am of this SfOfUi, 
*Th Bermci w^o hath pBbnouiiced ,thi$. 
^t Truth. He ^knowled^ &rth6i!»> 
Qiat this Wdter is ^he Foundation of our 
Art. The Phfhfifhfrs give it mahy Names/ 
for ifbmetimes they call it Wihe^ . fbme- 
times Water of Li^) fbiiietimes Vinegarj 
ipmetimes Oil> according to th^ different 
i^^rees of Prepara{JDn^ or according to^ 
the diverle Effeds, which ;it. is capable of 
ptoducingi Yet I let you kiiow> tnat it is 

K ' properly 
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properly called the Vinegir of tKe Wife^ 
and that ifi the Diftillation of this divine 
Liquor there happens the fame Thing, as 
^ m that of common Vinegar; you may 
fi'om this di-aw a great Inftruftion ; the 
Water and the Phlegm afcend firft ; the 
oily Subftancc, in wnich the Efficacy of 
our Water confifts, comes the laft, *Tis 
this middle Subftance betweeft Earth and 
Water* which in the Generation of the Phi- 
lofophical Child, does the Office of the Male ; 
Hermes mak(^s us take particular Notice of 
it by thefe intelligible Words : The indiffk" 
rent Vngficnty v/Hich is Ftre^ is the Medium^ 
hsrween the Faces and the Water. He is not 
content to give thefe Lights to his Scholan> 
he (hows further in his fmsiragdine Table, in 
what manner they ought to condud them- 
felves in this Operation- Ton JbaU fiparate 
tfje Earth from the Frre^ the fkbtilt from 
the thicks fiveftlj<i and withffreat Skifl* Take 
care above all Things not to fmother the 
Fire of the Earth by the Waters of the 
Deluge. This Separation, or rather this Exi* 
tradion^ moft be done with a great deal of 
Judgment. 

. It is therefore neceffiiry to diflblve the 
Body entirely, to extraft all its Humidity 
from it, which contains this precious ShI^ 

fhUTy 



phriTj this Balm of Nature^ and this won- 
derful Unguent, without which you ought 
hot to hope ever to fee in your Veflel tjjjs /' / 
Blacknefe fo defired by all the Philofophm* ^ 
Reduce then the whole Compound into ^ > 
Water, and make a perfeft Union of the 
volatile with the fixt ; *tis a Precept of 
Senior, which deferves you fliould give 
Attention to it* The^ighefl Fnme^ fays 
he, OH^ to be redtuxd to the krwefly wtd 
the drvine Water is the IQng defiending from 
Heaven^ it is the reducer of the Soul to its Bodjf 
which it at length revives. The Bakn of x v \ 
Life is hid in thefe uticlean Faeces; you v 
ought to wafh them with this cclefti- ^ 
al y/aten uhtil yoii have remov'd away v 
the ^BIackn66 from them, and then your ^ 
Water ftiaD be animated with this fitty -< 
Eflence, which works all the Wonders of -^t 
our Art. . I/cannot give you a better Coun- 
fcl about it than tMt of^ the great Irifhu- 
gifiusl ToH mttjl drive div^ from the Wi^. 
tery the Fume vAjitih is upon ity the Blackpe/s 
from the Vnffsenty and Death fhm the Faces* 
But the only Means to fucceed in this 
Operation is taught you by the fame PA^- 
loJopheTy ' who adds immediately ; jind this 
k^ Dijfolutiony which being doncy we have 
^' ^ ' K a, the 
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tik ffmeft Philafo^ md the Secret cf all 
Secren. 

But that you may not be deceived with 
tlie Term of the Compound ; t will tell A'*'- 
« youj that the Philafiphers have t wo foyts of r^o, 
>r Compoun(lf >> The firfl: is the Compound 
of Natuy ; 'tis that whereof I have fcokc 
in the firft tCey ; for it i$ Mature wnich 
makes it, in a mabher ihcotnbrehenfible to the 
Artift, who doles nothing out lend a Hand 
to Nature, by the adhibitibti of external 
Things, by the Means t)f which Ihe brings 
forth and produces this' admiraUe Conn 
^ poutyd* The fecond is the Compound of 
V Aiti 'tis the Vife Mah Nvhb makes it by 
the fecrct Union of the fixt with the 
Volatile, perfeftly cohjoihcdwith all the Pru* 
dence which can be acquired by the U^ts 
of a profbund Pkiblbphy* The Com^ 
V pound of Art is not alto^tho- the &me 
in the (ecgnd, as in the thitid Wor k; yet 
it is always the Artift who inakes it^ &-» 
ber defines it a Mixture oif n irgem vive 
and S^hgTy that is to fay, of tfae Vobrite 
and the Fixt, which admg 6h one anotli^ 
are volatilized and fixt recibiocally into a 
perfed Fixity. Cohfider tne £xanu>le of 
Nature^ ^you'll fee that the Eam^iyll 
never produce ftw^ if it be Hide "^efitoK 
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ted with its Humidity, and that the Hu- 
midity would remain always Barren, if it 
were not retained and Bj^ hv th^ Drine£^ 
of the Earth. 

You ought then to be certain, that one 
cannot have ^ny good fuccefs in our Art; 
if you do not in the firft Woric purify 
the Serpent, bom of th^ Slime of the Eaith : yer;^e ^ 
If you do not whiten thefe foul and black v. 
Faeces, to feparate from thence the white -< - -^ 
Snlfhw , the Sal-Armoniack pf the Wife^ ^ >^ - 
which is their chafte Diana^ who waflies ^/-^-"'^ 
her felf in the B?ith, All this Myftery y 
is but the Extradion of the fixt Salt of v 
our Compound, in which the whole E- < 
nergy of our AfertHrj confifts. The 
Water which afcends b^ DiftiHation, car- 
ries up with it 5 part of this fiery Salt ; 
fo that the AfFufion of the Water on the >; 
Body reiterated many times, impregnates, 
&ttens> and fertilizes our Mercturj, and 
makes it fitting to be fixt, which is the . > 
end of the fecond Work^ One cannot 
better explain this Truth, than Hermes has 
done by thefe Words : ff^n Ifiu/ that 
t he Water k e^an by Decrees to became fthiciip: 
ajftd harder % I did rejoice ^ for Icer tmfy-k^au 
thM Ifiouldfind what IJSmAt^. 

V 

K 5 Tho' 
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Tho' you might have but a very indift 
ferent Knowledge of our Art, what I am 
going to t^U you will be more than fuF. 
ficient, to make you apprehend, that all thq 
. V - Operations of this Key? which put an end 
. ^ ^ to the firft Work, are no other than to 
^ digeft , diftil, cohobate, diflblve , feparare, 
y and conjoin, the whole with Sweethefi 
and Patience : Thus you will have not 
only an entire Extradion of the Juice" of 
the Vine of the^Wi^j but funhermore, 
you will poffefs the true Water of Life ; 
and I let you know, that the riiore you 
ihall redify it, and the more you ftiall 
iwork upon it, the more Penetration and 
Virtue it will acquire ; the Philofiphers have 
not given it the Name of the Water of 
Life, but becaufe it gives Life to tlie Me-» 
tals ; It is properly called the g reat Z ^^w^-p 
^^'^^ i^ becaiifc its Brightnefs wheiewirh it 
Shines : They alfo call it a fulphureous SuR 
ilance, a Balm, a Gupirn, the vifcous Hu- 
midity, and the moft fharp Vinegar of the 
I h'ilofophers^ &cCf 

Tis not without Reafon that the Philtn 

•y » ' fifhers give this mercurial Liquor the name 

"%i^' ^ of a Pontkk, Wktu and of a moft fliarp 

7/it^^v Vinegar : Its exuberant Ponticity is the 

\ '^ f ruCj Charafter of its Vertuc* There hap- 

p«is 
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pens alfo in its Diftillation, as I have alrea- 
dy faid, the fame Thing which happens in % 
that of Vinegar : The Phlegm and the 
Water arife firft, the fulphureous and tlie 
laline Parts afcend the laft ; feparate the 
Phlegm from the Water, unite the Water . ^- • 
and the Fire together, the Mercnyy with 
the Sulphur J and you fhall fee at laft the J^^/ir//^ 
blackeft Black, you will wliiten the Rmjcn^ /^^ />^ ^i 
and rubefy the Swm. >ew%^ /K:^'^ 

Since I fpeak only to you, ye true Scho- 
lars of Hermesy I will reveal to you one 
Secret, which you will not find entirely in 
the Books of the Philofiphers. Some of 
them only fey, that of their LiquOF 
they make two^-^rc^r^, the one White^/^^^ /7^/^ 
and the other Red. Flamel has faid vaoxo^^^^^^^rrfii 
particularly, that one muft make ufe o? Cf/rr/i^. 
V the Citrin Mercuryy to make the Imbibi-^^-^y; 
t ions to the Red ; he gives Notice to *che 
Sons of Art, not to be deceived in', this 
Point ; he aflures you alfo, that he had 
therein been himfelf deceived, if Abraham 
the yew had not informed him of it. 
Other Philofiphers have taught, that the 
/p^ white Mercury is the Bath of the Moony ^a'M'^^ 
3 ^ and that the red Mercury is the Bath of ^afi ^/* 
the Sun ; but there are none who have \ 

^cen willing to fhow diftindly to the Son^ j 

' ~ K 4 of 
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of the Science, by what way they may set 
thefe two Mercuries t If you ap^hawed 
^le well, you have this Point abcacfy ckamj 
(V /v tff- up to you. The i Mt^'ta is the whit^ < 
" ^ Mercmj y the moft fha rp Vinegar is the isd » 
r f^**^ A^Weg ; but the better to determine thcfe 
>X^ 9 two Merqmes, feed them with Fkfli of 
t heir own Specie?^ ; the BIoo^ of Innor 
cepts, whofe Throats are cut, that is to 
fay, the Spirits of the Bodies, are the Bath 
where the Sun and Moon go to Bath them? 
felves. 

I have unfolded to you a great Myftct 
ry, if yofu rcfleft well on it ; the Pfjil^, 
fhersj who have fpoken thei:eof, have paft 
over this impcMtant Point very fliglily, 
Cojmapolite has very wittily mentioned it 
by an ingenious Allegory, fpeaking of the 
Purification of MeifCHirj : This wiM he ime^ 
(ays he, ^ joh jhdl give eur eld Aim Geli( ^ 
fmd SJher tojwalhw^ that he amfttmcthem^ 
fnd a length he alfi dying be kHtnt^ He 
makes an end of defcribing the whole Mafr 
giftery in thefe Terms; Let^ his uijbes ke 
fjrcrw'd into th e Wkt^ ; bo^ it ttntd it i$ 
eftPH^h ^ an d^yoH hay e a M edicine tojcute tbg 
Lg^ro^. You muft not be ignoi-ant, that < 
^Weirt. our old Man is our Mercmryj that this 
^ame a^iee$ with hiixi^ b^can^ he is the 
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ftrft Mmcr of aU the Mctak ; the feme 
phUofifhiT fays, that he is their Water, .to ^ /^ //^ 
which he gives the Name of Ste^ and discpiirWA 
the Loadftone> and he adds for a greater ^^' Sht>^ 
ConfirmatioA.of what I am afaout to di& 
cover to you : If Gold canpUs with it eleven 
TimeSi k fends fntb us Seedy ^mdhweJ^gued ^ 

fdmofi to J)tath ; the (Jhaifhs cencehm ami CAeJif&^ 
f»gets d fion fftore gkrims than the Tmher. 
Behold then a |reat Myfter}', which I re* 
Yeal to you without any iEnigma ; this 
jbs the Secret of the two Aiercmriesy which 
cont^ the two Tindures. Keep them 
iepQiately> and do not ccxifound their Spe* 
cie$> for fear they ihould beget a monllrous 
Linage. 

I not only fpeak to you more inteliigi* 
bly than any Phdofcfher has done^ but I 
laifo reveal to you all which is the pioil 

X, dlential in the Pradice of our Art ; if you 
aiediute thereon^ if you apply your felf 
to underftand it well ; out above ail, if you 
work according to ttiofe Lights which I give 
you9 I in no wife doubt, but you will obit 
tain what you feek for ; and if you coins 
not to thete Knowledges, by the way which 

. ' I have pointed out to you, I aqi very 
well aiTured that you will hardly arrive at 
your Defsgn by only reading me PhUofi* 

fhers. 
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fhers. Therefore De(jxur of nothing; (earch 
• . s the Sg^ce ofjthe Liquor of tne Sages, 
ivhich__contains all which is neceflary:_for 
t£eWork ; It is hidden under the Stone ; 
ftrike upon it with the Rod of Magick 
^ '^ "* jJiS^e, and a clear Fountain will iffue out (rf* 
i«^; do afterward as I have Ihowil you, 
prepare the Bath of the King with the 
Blood of the Inn ocents? and you will 
have the animated Mercurj of the Wile, 
- which never lofeslts Virtue^ if you keep 
, it in a Veffel well clofed. Hermes {ays, 
that jJiere is fo much Sympathy between 
thjHyrified Bodies and the Spirits, that 
th^never. quit one another when they are 
united together ; becaufe this Union- reiem* 
bles that of the Soul 'vipith the glorified Bo- 
dy, after which Faith tells us, that there 
ihall be: no more Separation nor Death. 
Becaufe the Spirits defire to be in the ckanfid 
Bodies J hut having had them^ thej enlkfen 
themy and dwell in them. You fee by this 
the Merit of this precious Liquor, to which 
the Philofiphers have given mqre than a 
thoufand different Names j it is the Watgr 
^^yj/i^. of yfe of the Wife, the Water of DianAi 
x7i»^^ the great Jjmarioj the Water q( Argent 
i0iri'c^ . Vive i it is oiu" Mercnrj^ our incombuffible 
'"^^^^/^>' O^y which in the Cold is congealed like 

''A pnja Ai^y cry /JiJ^^air^A^^^C*^^^^ ' ' 
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Ice, and is melted with Heat like Butter ; 
Hermes calls it the foliated J artb> or the x y v 
[^irthjQf Leaves, not without a great de^ 
oTReaTon V foi: if you well obfcrve, it is 
all Leavy ; in a word, it is the moft dear 
Fou ntain, which Count Trevifan makes men-* ^ 

tion 0I7 in fine, it is the great Alchaheft ^ 
which radically diflblves the Metals ; it is 
the true permanent Water, which after ha-» 
ving radically diffolved thepi) is infeparably 
united to them? and increafes the Weight 
and the Tincture* 

The foHTth Key* 

The fourth Key of the Art, is the 
trance of the fecond Work i 'tis that which 
reduces our Water into Earth ; there is 
but this only Water in the World, which 
by a bare Boiling can be converted into 
Earth, becaufe the Mercnrj of the Wife 
carries in its Center its own Snlfhury which 
coagulates it. . The Tenification of the Spi* 
rit is the only Operation of this Work j 
boil then with Patience ; if you have pro* 
ceeded well, you will not bJe a long time 
without feeing the Maiks of this Coagu-* 
Ution, and if they appear not in their time^ 
ihey will never appear ; becaufe it is an un-^^ 
doubted Signi that you have failed in fome 

cflential 
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^iTential Thing in the firft Operations ; for 
to c?orporify the Spirit, which is ouTi^Ar- 
itirjy you muft have well diffolved the Bo- 
dy in which the Sii^hir^ which coagulates 
the M€¥cufjy is inclofed, Hermes affures, 
that our mercurial Water Ihalt obtain all the 
Virtues which the Fhikfifhers attribute to 
it, when it'ihaU be changed into Earth; 
Its Fif¥ce will he emircy if it jball be cm^ 
^ened in$e Earth. An Earth admirable for 
its fertility : The Land of Promife of the 
Wife, wno knowing h©w to make the 
Dew of Heaven fall upon it^ make it pro* 
duce Fruits of an inemmable Price. Of- 
fttopolite very well expreffes the Adv^kVigcs 

\ \; of this blefied Earth ; ffe who kwm/s hw 
\ U Ci^eal tKuer in Heat^ and tQ jein a Sfi-^ 

vx^ V^^^ ^^ fi^ truhfind a Thmg 41 thtrn^ 
find Timef more frecious than Geld, and eve^* 
Tj T'^^t Notmng comes near the worth 
6f this Earth, aq^'of this Spirit, perfefHy 
bound together according to the BLul« c» 
^ ©or An ; they are the true AteHHrj^ and 
the true ^ulfhuif of the PhUefefben^ the lf« 
ving Male, and the living Female, wie 
contain the Seed which only can beget a 
Son more illuftrious than his Parents. Then 
cultivate diligently this pr^pcious Earth, moi* 
flen it often Vfkklts qwi^ Huoiidity> dr^ 
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h is often^ attd you wifi not le& augmffic 
its Virtuesi than its Weight, and its Fei;- 
tility* 

The fifth tiej. 

The fifth Key of oiir Wwk is the Fcf- v 
mentation of the Stone with the perfeA 
Body, to make thereof the Medicine of 
the third Order. I will (ay nothing in 
particular of the Operatioa of the third 
Work ; except, that the perftft Body is a 
neceffary Leaven of our Pafte : T^at the 
Spirit oi^ht to make the Union" jEjf the 
Pafte with the Leaven; in the b^tm&xir x 
ner as Water moiftens the MeaL mk dif- 
folves the Leaven to compde a fermented 
.Pafte fit to make Bread. This Cempa-* 
. rifon is very proper; Hertftes firft made it/ 
faying. For as a Pafic cam^ be fmmrntA 
Ti^ithout a ferment; fi when yon JhaU have 
Jktlimedj cUanfid^ and fef orated the Ftmlrttjl 
freim the Faces; when jf on weuld join themy 
put a ferment m thim, and make the Water 
Earthy that the Pafte ma^temode affrment* 
Oh'theSubjjed: of Femienration, the PhUtfi-t 
pher repeals here the whole Work, and fliQ^s 
. that juft Co as the whole Lump of the Pafte 
btcofioes all Leaven^ by the AAipn of the 
Ferment, which* has been added to it } ip 

aU 
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all the pliilofbphical Confeftiori becomes 
by this Operation a Leaven proper to fer^ 
ment a new Matter, and to multiply it 
even to Infinity. -' 

If you obferve well how Bread is mad/^, 
you will find the Proportions which you 
ought to keep ^mong the Matters, which 
compofe our philofophical Pafte# Do 
not the Bakers put more Meal than Lea- 
ven, ind more Water than the Leaveti 
and the Meal ? The Laws of Nature? ate 
the Rules* you ought to follow in the 
Praflrice of <5ur whole Magiftery. I have 
giv6n you upon all the principal Points, all 
* the Idftruftions which are neceflary for 
you, fo that it Would be fuperfluous to 
tell you more of it, pslrtictilarly concern- 
ing the lafl Operations, about which the 
Phihfiphers have been left referved, than on 
the firft which are the Found^ttions of tlie 
Art. 

The Jixth Key. 

The fixth Key teaches th6 Multiplica- 
tion of the Stone, by the Reiteration of 
the fame Operation, which confifls but in 
opening and (hutting, diflblving and coa- 
gulating, imbibing and drying ; whereby 
the Vcrtues of the Stone are infinitely aug- 

mentea# 
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mentied. As my defign has not been to 
defcribe entirely the Pradice of the tliree 
Medicines, but only to inftrud: you in the 
. -Kjnoft important Operations concerning the 7'rf^pari 
'- -Preparation df il/«^c«y^, which the P^/ij/a- ^r^>^^ij 
fhers commonly pafs over In Silence, to 
hide thefe Myfteries from the prophane, 
which are only for the Wife ; I will tarry 
no longer upon this Point, and I will tell 
you nothing more of what relates to the 
Projedion of the Medicine, becaufe the 
Succefs you exped depends not thereon, -•i^ 
I have not given you very full Jnftrufti^ ^ 
ens but on the third Key, becaufe it con- 
tains a long Train of Operations, which* 
though fimple and natural, require a great" 
Underftanding of the Laws of Natur«, and 
of the Qualities of our Matter, as well as 
a perfed Knowledge of Chymiftry, and of 
the different Degrees of Heat, which are 
fitting for thefe Operations. . v , , 

I have conduded you by the ftraight 
Way without any Winding; and if you 
have well minded the Road which I have 

glinted you out, I am fure that you wiD go 
raight to the End without ftraying. Take 
this in good part from me in the defign 
which I hacl of fparing you a thoufand 
Labours, and a thoufand Troubles, which I 

my 
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my lelf have undergone in this pdlnful Jour-'' 
ney for wa&t of an AffiftancCd fuch as this 
which I give you in thb Letter^ which 
comes from a uncere Hairt, add a tender 
AfFeftion for all the true Sons of the Sci- 
V y 4eace< I ikoukl much bewail you^ if like rne^ 
• after having known the true Matter, you 
^ fliould Ipend fifteen Years entirely in Work^ 
y in Studyi and in Meditation* without be*' 
V ing Able t6 e^rad out of the Stones the 
s precious Juice which it wcbfes in its Bo-' 
>^)in^ for wArit of kndwii^ the lecret Fire 
Xjbf the Wife which makes to ruii out ol' 
-Sethis Plant (dry and withered in Appearance) x ^ 
> a Water which wiets not the Hasds, and \ 
^ which by a riigicd Unbft of the dry Wa-* s 
^fer of the Sea of the Wifci is diflfolvcd in- v 
Nuto i vifeous Water^f into 4 mercurial Li-* * 
^ audr^ which is the BeginmAg, the Foon- > 
■^^dation, and rhe Key of our Art , cottvert/ n 
yy^^^i^ feparate, itnd punify the Blemcrtts aa I have ^ 
tai^at'youj and you will poljbft ihe true ^ 
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fAfyrcurj o£ l]xt Pml^ofhefSj which will give 
yoii tn^ '^t Swfmri and the iinivaiaf 
Medicine. 

But I give you Notice, thdt after you 
fliall be arrivea at the Knowledge of the 
fecret Fire of the Wife, yet fttll you fh^ 
not attain your Point at your fir ft Careen 

I hav9 
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I hftve entd many Years in the way which 
remaiDs to be gonc^ to arrive ^ the mvfle* /f^w/^^ 
rious Foumaia where the Kiog bathes \im* fin^^i^f^itAi^ 
idSy is made Young again^ aod retakes a 
new Lift exempt from all ions of Infirmi* 
ties. Befides this you mtift kUcvwhowtQ . 
mnify; to heatf and to aiiim^e the^ Royal 
Bath ; ^tis to lend yoa a Hatxl m this ^ • 
cret Way, ^t.i have expamied oa the 
thind Key» where^ thefe Operations are 
<lefcrib*d. I wafh with all my Heart, that 
the Inftni&ions which I ha^ git^n: yoiu ^ 
fD^ Aiake you go diro^y to the £nd. fiw / 
yi )feinembcr> ye Sons of the Sciencxb that the >^ 
J^iowiedce of our Magiilery cofOies rsicher >.< 
jby the I^mion ofH^vei^ thaa from ^ 
-the Lights which we can get by our (elves** ^ 
vfThis Truth is acknowle^ed by alj FhUoj^ ^* 
*fykers ; *tis for that R.ea(oB that k is not ^ 
enough to Work ; Pray daily, read good ; 
Books, and meditate Night and Day on the 
iOperadons of Nature, and on what ihe 
may be able to do when jQie is aflifted 
•by the help of our Art, tod by thefe 
means you will fucceed without doubt ia 
your Undertaking* This is all which I 
bad to &y to you in this Letter : I was. 
fK>t willing to .make you ilich a long 
Di£:ouj& as the Matter feemed to de^ 

J- mand; 
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mand ; neither have I told you any thite 

but what's eflential to our Art ,* 6:) that if 

* ^ you know our Stone^ which is the only 

Matter of our Stone, and if you have the 

Underftanding of our Fire which is both 

Secret and Natural, you have the Keys of 

V* the Art, and you can calcine our Stone; 

T'^ not by the common Calcination which is 

y made by the Violence of Fire, but by a 

7^ philofophical Calcination which is purely 

Natural* 

Yet obferve this with the moft enli^ht- 
ned Philofi^heirs^ ^ .th^t fh^^ i^ ^Jjis Diffe- 
rence between the commoii Calcination 

^'"**""^'ftroys the Body, and confumes the great- 
eft Part of its radical Humidity ; but the 
x^fecond does not only preferve the Humi- 
dity of the Body in calcining it, but ftiU 
it confiderably Augments it. 

Experience will give you knowledge in 
thePrafticeof this great Truths for you will 
in EfleA find that thb phibfophical Calci- 
nation, which fublimes and diftils the Stxxie 
in calcining it, much augments its Humi- 
dity ; the Reafbn is, that the igneous Spi- 
rit of the natural Fire is corporified in 
the Subftances which are Analogous to it. 

Our 



rence between tne common Calcination 
.. 4/.>^*^^ ^ madft.|3y-Mii Force of Firt^^^nd 
r V the ^Natural Calcination ; that ^e iirft dc- 
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Our Stone is an Aftra] Fire, which lym- tfih^i 
pathizes with the natural Fire, and which 
as a true Sdamander receives its Nativity, 
b nourifli'd and grows in the Elementary- 
Fire, which is Geometrically proportionea 



The T^ame of the Author in Latin i^ 
in this Anagram. 
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i T has been thought prO' 
' per (as mentioned in the 
Preface) to join with this 
Treatife a Tranjlation of 
The Ancient W^r 
OF THE Knights, done from the 
Original German ; that fo the Lo- 
vers of this Scienes might be able to 
compare it with that done from the 
French ; which, by Rhifon of its paf- 
Jing fir (i into X^ZXin, and from thence 
into French, has lojl of its priftme 
Senfe, as will be found upon the pe* 
riifal of the fame, And^ to make the 
Work (lill more- compleat, fame An- 
notations have been added (from a 
German Edition) upon the mojl mate- 
rial Points, where the faid Fren^ 
Tranjlation differs from the GttoaXi 
Original, 
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The Antknc 

ff^ar of the Knights, 

Being a Ihort Alchymiflical 

DIALOGUE 

Betwixt our 

Stone, Gold //«^ Mercury, 

of the true Matter, of which thofe who 
have traced Nature, do prepare the Philo^ 
fifhvr'% Stone, by JWeans of a due Ma- 
nagement, with Help of Z>i««r ^Zp4». 

Defcrib*4 by ah Experienced Philofipher. 

Tranflated from the German Originals 

IHjfHtatim ofGoldoMi Mercury, ^withtht 
Stone of the Philofophers. 

True Philofipher writes thus : By 
God Almighty, and upon my 
Salvation, do I tell you (yeu 
Lovers of this excellent Art) 
form a fincere Heart, and out of Com^ 
paflion for thofe which have fought a teng 
time in vain, tliat our (*) whole Work 

[^] ' comes 
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comes forth out of one Things whicfk fs 
compleated in it felf, and needs no njore 
2. but robe O diflblved and recoagul^tod ; 

V an<f this it muft do off it felB without all 

V foreign Things. 

» As Ice ^iFhich is put over the Fire in a 
dry Veflcl, and by Hdtt turns into Water : 

5.(*) In the lame manner it is with our 
Stone> which wants nothing but the help 

^ of the Operatiodti of the Artiftj and of the 

4. natural (*) Fire. For of it fdf it cannot 
do it) although k fhould lie [or remain] 
for ever inr the £arth> therefore it miift be 
^{lifted; yet not (oj, as to join foreign and 
contrary Things with it* But thus, as God 
gives us the Corn iprTRf Field, and we 
muft grind and bake it for to make Bread 

5* thereat: In like manner in this ; (*) God 
has created for us this Mineral, [or Oar] 
which we take by it felf, deftroy the groui 
Body, extraft the interiour Goodnefs, put 
away the Superfluity, and make out of the 
P^n, a Medicine* 

That you may underfhind this the bct^ 
ter, I'll recite you a fine Diak^ue and Dis- 
putation which happened betwixt the Stone 
of the Philofif^jers, Goldy and Mercmji by 
which thofc who know a little [or in fane 

4. Meafure] how to C^) d^al with Metals and 

Minerals^ 
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Minerals^ (having fought a long time in 
vain,) may cafily arrive to the true Foun-* \ 
dation. And it will be neceflary^ that one . 
kam to know (*) the exceriour and imeni- j^ 
our Quality of each iThing in the Earth, 
and what it is radicaQy capiable ol^ [or what 
it is capable of by (the Foundation of)' Na- 
ture.]- 

CM and Akrcmj came at a oerwatime , 
to a Stone with an armed Hand^ in the In^ / 
tent ion to fulxfaae it* 

And GfAd began thus in A rude tnannec* 
laying^ 

GOLD. 

You poiibnous Worm and Dragon> (*) 8« 
why do you pretend to be above me and 
my Brother Mercery ? Being I jam the moft 
high* moft noble, and moft conihnt Me*^ 
tal ; afid all Princes and Lords, and likewife 
ill ordinary Men, feek to obtain Riches 
from [or to grow Rich by working with] 
me and my Mother Mercmy^ whereas you 
are an Enemy of ^U Men and Metals, and 
you know, that the Phyficians praife me ex- 
ceedingly to be (*) for the Health of 9. 
Men? ^ 

s 

I* »■] To 



IJ 
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To wiaich our '&9nis a^iiwereth. 
Dear Gokl»' why .are .jniju not /ar^ry. with 
God) and erlquirc>. why he hath not -cre- 
•: «ted in you> what isjfoijfid in jne ^^ * . 

GOLD. 

• • • • 

. God diasr given me the Honour^ the 
Beauty) and the Praife, wherefore> I am de- 
fied by. .the. whole World) and becaitie I 
am theianoft conftant . Metal) . in the Fire 
and out of the Fire) for that Rea(ba I am 
loved by. every Body. . But a$ for you, 
10. you are (*) Volatile, you turn Unfaithful 
and deceive the People ; for one fees, that 
you fly away [or efcape] out of the Hands 
of thole tbatt work with you* 

; ^The Sr O N £. 

Dear CJbIj3.) 'tis truC) God has given you 
Honour, Beauty and Conflancy, for Which 
you ought to be thankful unto God, and 
npt deipjfe ot^jers ; byt as for your difca- 
raging me thus, you do it with Untrutn ; 
and I fay^ you are not the Gold, of which 
ijj/the Philofifhers writC) (*) but the fame is 
concealed within me : For although it is 
true that I am Volatile •in the Fire, never- 
thelefs you know, that ^ God and Nature 

,2. (*) have ordered me thus, and 1 muft be fb, 

" - -• for 
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fot my Vc4atility is to the Advantage of the 
Artift ; an4 if he (the faid Artift) . can duly 
extrad the (ame> y^ remains within me the 
conftant Soul^ which is miicb more con« 
ihnt than you Gold> and all your Brothers 
and Companions y tft> Fire or Water can 
confume or deftroy her> as long as fhe 
World lafls* Nor ib it to be imputed to 
me^' that I am fought for by thoie> wko 
cannot duly work ^^^ith me^ or prq^are mo* . 
and join oiten foreign and contrary Things 
with me^ iuch ^ Waters and Powder$» 
whereby they deflrQy my innate Nature and 
Quality, [ot Property.] Befides thi^x there 
is (^) not one in an Hundred) that worksj;, 
\^ith me^ but all of them feek to complect 
the Art. with you Gold and your Brother 
A6rcmj:i Wherein however th^ err, and 
work Mely* it being apparent that all of 
them bring nothi<ig to efFea> but employ their 
Gold in'vainy d^uroy [or ruin] taeoilelves 
by it, and are reduiced to Poverty ; which is 
moft to be imputed to you Sol, who know 
particularly well, that no true Gold or Sil« 
ver ^can bs made without me, fat 1 alone 
have that Power. Why then do ygu allow 
that alnvoftthe whole World worxs chiefly 
with . you and your Brother Mercnn ^ If 
ihto; yqit were inde^ fincerej and did. de- 
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fire to deal honeftly, you would appraife thp 
People, and warn them to s^void Damages ,• 
wherefore I may well fay with Truth, that 

you. arie the Chw. 

* ■ ■ «... . _ 

GOLD. 

m prbVe it by the PhiUfifher^s Sayings, 
that the Art may be compleated by me and 
my Brother jkercuYj; For read Hermes^ 
14. who fays thus :• (^)Thc Sm is its Father^ 
mi the Moon is ^ Mother, now *ti$ I who 
am compared to the Sun. 

Likewife Ariftotlt* JiVicenn, Pliftjfy Sera^ 
fiofh Hfpocrmsy DiofioridtSj Mefncy Rafis, 
' AverrhofiSy Geber, RmmnndLi^y jiShertns 
M^i^Si J^rmldof f^UU-i^^wOj Thomas j4r 
ijmfMSj aiid many others^ which I omit for 
JBrevity*s fake ; dl tbefe fay plain and du 
ftmdly, that the Tindures, as well as the 
Metalf, mufl: be compofed of SuUmr and 
jj -^ MercHTjj and the (*) ^dfhtfr muu be red, 
inccmibuftible, and-conftant for fix*d] in the 
Fire, apd the ^ercttrj muff be bright [or 
clean] and dearly purified, and th^ write 
without titiy winding; EKpFpffions [or Cir» 
cumlocution,] naming tae openly by my 
Name, and fay, that in me Gold, is the 
well digefted, conftant, [or fix'd] incombu* 
^ible; ndSfflfhftr^ which is alio true f and it 
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is obvious to eveiy Body) thac I tm the 
nioft conftant Metal^ and have the beft &4* 
fimr of all) which cannot be 4X)nfiimGd by 
Fiit) but is quite fixed^ 

Then M^cftrjfsSkntcd with his Di(coui&s 
to what the Gold had advanced) and add- 
ed : It were true, what his Brother* the 
Gold had tdd) and might be prov'd by 
the afbrefaid Matters. And that likewi(e 
it were known commonly and by every 
Body (*) what gieat Love and Unity there itf? 
were betwixt them two, above a& other 
Metals-; which might eaiily beprov'd, by 
only this ocubr Dononftnition) that when 
GoU^mithh or fuch like Workmen will 
giE Thii^) they cannot do without Gold 
and Adercmyy but take them and put them 
tc^ether) and unite them with very little 
P^ns. What then might not be done) with 
mcMe Pains and Diligence) >irith (pgiore Wprjc 
and loiter Labour? 

OtiT STONE. 
Th^ our Stoite. replyed in a meny Hur 
mour : Truety) ' you both de&rve to be 
]ftugh*d at with your Pro6fi; and ladmife 
more efpecially 4^ you 6aldj who boaft h 
very much of your felf to be good for a 
many TJiingS) [or Ufes, J that v<5u 

(;*4J have 
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have no more Senfe thfin that comes to ; 
do you think that the old Philofiphers have 
fitted their Writings barely to the comtnon 
literal Senfe or Interpretation, and will be 
uaderftood in that inanner^ 

GOLD. 
The aforecited Mafters have Writ no 
Untruth, and they all agree concerning my 
Virtue, but there have been ibme^ who have 
fought for my Virtues in other improper 
Things, vk,. in various Herbs> Animals, 
BIoqX Urine, Hair, Sperm, and the like, 
who therefore have err*d, and perhaps have 
Writ erroneoufly too ; but the aibrelaid 
Mafters have .good Teftimbny, that they 
jbave pofTefs'd the Art indeed ; for whicn 
Reafon their Wrttings may very wcH be 

tbc STONE. 

I do no ways doubt, and it is very true 
that they have poffefs'd the Art indeed; 
ibme however excepted of thofe whom you 
have quoted* But when they name bare- 
ly the ,Nane of OoU and Afircf^^ they do 
it to hide the Art from die ienfelefs [Dun- 
ces] and the unworthy, knowing very 
wf IV that fuch only dw^U upon Names and 

written 
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written Proccffo, without meditating fur- 
ther upon tl^ Foundation of this Matter* 
But the Prudent and Diligent read with 
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares 
with the other; dut of which they get a 
Foundation; finding thus by Speculation, and 
£roni the PhiUj0pher*s Sentences, the true 
Matter, which no Philo/opber ever named 
and defcrib'd openly by its true Name. 

This they prove themfelves, when they - 
fey, where we write plaineft, [or open] ac- 
cording tb the common Senfe [or Interpre- 
tationj there we have moft concealed the 
Art. (^) But where we fpeak by Para- 17. 
bles and Sentences, there we nave truly dif- 
clofed the Art. And where they write 
of G^ld or Mcrcufj^ they however foon af- 
ter that, tell and explain themfelves, (aying> -^ 
.that their Gold is no common Gold^ nor y 
their Mtrcurj common Mercmy ; by Rea-' . 
{(Mi that Goldj becaufe of its Perteftion, 
cannot be alter'd or changed, becaufe it is 
grown already to a quite perfcft Metal ; and 
although 906 (hould extrad its Colour a 
•hundred Times, \ and Work never fb art- 
-ftii^with-it, neverthelefs it cannot finge any ^ . 
•m6re,<^ than'jisft fo nruch as it has Colour 
sand iTinfture in it felf. Therefore the Phi' 
'hfiphrs fay, C^) If vou fearch in imper- 18. 

fed 



lo The Hermetical 

y \ N feft Thif^, you there will find the Pcr- 

feftion^ a<| you may read in the Rolary. 

Likewife Rttmund LnUyy whom your fdf 

have quoted as a Teltimony, lays thus : 

s )i XWh^t Ihall be melioratcdj muft not be pcr- 

■^ fed ,* nothing is chaog^ [or aleeredj in 

^ perfed Things, it rather is quite deftroy'd 

V and (poil'd. 

' • . • ' 
C O L p. 
I know indeed that they fay thus ; but 
that may be underftbod of my Brother 
Mercury 9 who as yet is imperfed ; and when 
we two mix our felvcs with each other, 
he then is made perfed by me ; for he is 
of the Feminine? and I of the Mafculine Sex* 
Therefor^ the Philofiph^s fey, that the Art 
is entirely an Homogeneum* You fee the 
lame in Men, that np CUU is produced 
but by conjundion of Male and Female* 
And the fame is to be feen in all Animals 
wliich have Life* 

Our StONE. 

Thy Brother Menurj is indeed imper* 

j^^fed (*^ yet therefore is not he the ^Wb** 

^ . CHYj qt the Philofiphers % And if you two 

; Ihould mix yoiff felyes together and were 

kept in fhe Fire [or iq digeftion] for ma- 



' 
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ny Ycarsj it were neverthekfi impoffible y ^^ ./ 
that you two could really be united toge- 
ther ; for as foon as Mercmy feels the Firei 
he flips from you going on high^ and Tub- 
limes it lelf on the top, leaving you in >• ^ y 
in the bottom. Or if you are join'd to- 
gether with corroiive Waters, and are dif^ 
iblved, diftilled, and coagulated, you yield 
nothing elfe but a red Powder and Prasci- 
pitate, which if it is thrown [by Projedi- 
on] upon imperfed Metals, it tinges not; 
but only (o much of you Gold is found 
sigain, as was taken at the Beginning, and 
your Brother Mercury efcapes entirely from 
you ; which the Searchers in Alchimy have 
experienc'd for many Years^ and are con- 
vinced of it by their own qo fmall damage. 
But as for your referring to the Sentences 
of the Ancients who fay, that the Art 
is wholly an Homogeneum, aud that no 
Child can be produced but by Male and 
Female, which yoti fancy, x\it PhUofiphers . 
did to. hint at you sind your Brother Mer* 
C0$ry by it ; that js not thus neither, but 
mifunoerflood by you, altho' they (writing, 
thus) fpeak vety^xight and proper; fbr t. ' 
t^ you in Truth* tl»t even this is (^) the xp. 
Comerflone laid by the Ancients, at which, 
many Thoufends fcive ftufnbfcdti Do you 

imagine 
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21, imagine it is with Metals (*) juft as with 
other Things, ^K'hich have Life ? YoU Sire 
ifi this, as all thofe who work wrongly in 
this Art ; when you read thde- Things in 
ih the Phihfopher's Writings, you do not 
meditate on the Scope, and whether it agrees 
vith what has been faid bfcfpre,'Or what is 
faid rfter.dhaf ; for wllat'thfe Philofifhers have 
d^fcrib'd df this Art with fuch parabdical" 
Words, is Iblely to be ap|)lied to me, and 
to no other Thing in the World; &x *tis 

22. 1 alone that do perfomi it,* and (*) with- 
out me no true Gold or Siher can be miade.' 

GOLD.. 
Good God \ are you not afraid to ccwi- 
mit a Sin, and have no ftiame to tell fuch 
A Lie ? And are you fo audacious, as to ap« 
ply [or attribute] folely unto yoo, what fo 
ramy PhHofephers and Learned Men have 
written of this Art in fevettd Ages i You, 
who are ah '^ only,, gwfe poifonous> and 
linckan Thing, and yet confefe, that the 
Art is an Homogeneum; and you affinn 
befides this, that wkhout you, who are (*) 
^3* the !iJniv^V ho tru!^ Gold or Silver can 
•' lie tnade ;' whereas it is known, that many 
have fought' fb' afliduoufly and diUgently, 
that- they have found- idnte other ways, 
' which 
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vrhich are called particulars^ from which 
they may have a good Profit. 

Our STONE. 
My Dear Goldy do not wonder at wliat 
I have told you, and do not thus impudent- 
Jy and imprudendy give me the Lie, be- 
. caufe I am older than your felf. C^) And 24. 
although I had been miftaken in this, you 
ought to foare my Age ,* for you are not 
ignorant, that Age ought to be honoured. 

But to fave my Honour, I'll prove by 
the Matters you have cired> that I fpoke 
Truth, whofe Teftimonies [being quoted 
by your own relf,3 you have no Reafon 
to objeft againft. And firftly, Hermes Sd\^ 
thus: In Truth, without Lie, certain, and 
moft true, is this, that that which is un- 
der, is like to that which is above, and that 
which is above, is like unto that below, (*) 25* 
' by this you may attain to Miracles and 
Wonders of one Thing. 

Itim, Artpole writes thus ; Oh ! wliat 
a ftrange Thing is this, for it has in it fclf, 
all what we ftand in need of; it kills it fclf, 
and gets Life again of it felf ; <'^) it cfjx)ules 2<J. 
it felf, it begets it felf, and brings, forth [cr 
gene: ates] ol it felf, it diflblves it felf in its 
^wn Bleed, and recoagulates it felf with the 

fanie^ 
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fame ; it grows White and Red of it felfi 
and we add nothing more to it) nor do we 
change any Thing, only we feparate the 
Terreftreity and the Grofthefs from it. 

Item^ Plato the Philofipher fays thus of* 
me : *Tis even but one and the fame [or 

-?• only] Thing in it felf ; (*) it has a Body, a 
Soul) a Spirit, and the four Elements, over 
which it has Dominion; and it does not want 
to borrow any Thing of other Bodies, for it 
brings forth [or generates it felf] only of it 
felf, and all 'l^hings are in it. 

Many Teflimonies more of thefe Maflers 
could I proffer, but it being unneceflary^ I 
omit them for Brevity's Sake. 

However, as for Particulars^ of which 
you make mention, it is thus with them s 
Some are come thus far, that they have 

28* been able to C*^ extrad my tinging Spirit, 
which they have joined to other Metalsj 
and brought it about by many Opei*ations, 
that I li^ve participated to fuch Metals as 
had any Affinity with me, a fmall Matter 
of my Virtue and Power ; which, however, 
but very few fiicceeded in t Likewife did 

2p. they pardy find it by Chance- C^) And by 
Reafon that they did not penetrate into the 
Foundation, whence Tinftures come, therc- 
foiie they could not proceed further, and 

thus 
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tkus they could not reap very great Advan- 
tages therefrom* But if the Artift C^) hd^ jo- 
looked funher about for my own [proper] 
Wife, and joined [or united] jne with her, 
I then could have tinged a thoufand Times 
more : But they thus fpoiled my Nature 
[or Property] widi foreign Things. How- 
ever, wnatcver they found, (although but 
a finall Matter in Comparifon of my true 
Power and Efficacy,) it proceeded from ine, 
and of no other Tiling whatfoever. 

GOLD. 

What you have faid is no fufficient 
Proof : For although they [the Philo/ophers'} 
write of one only Thing, in which are con- 
tained the four Elements, and a Body, a 
Soul, and a Spirit ; they thereby infinuate 
[or give to underftand] the Tinfture, after 
the imic has been compleatly finiftied : It 
muft neverthelefi be compofed in the begin- 
ning of me Gold, and my Brother Afer" 
cHrji we being the Male and Female Seed, 
as has been mentioned ; and when we are 
brought to Maturity [or compleated by Di- 
geftion] we then are both [that] one Thing, 
of which they write. 

Onf 
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It is no ways thus ; and I have told you 

5 1, befbrej (*) that it is not poffible for yoii 
two, [to pwfonn it J for you two are not 
one Body,: but two Bodies, and you are 
in the Foundation of Nature [or Radically] 

J a. contrary to each other. (*) But as fpr me, 
I have an imperfed Body ; a pure, pene- 
trating, tinging, and conftant [or fixed] 
Spirit ; and oefides this, a clear, bright, vo- 
latile, and moveable Mercwy \ and am alone 
capable of what both of you together do 
indeed boaft of, but are npt able to perform 
it ; for in me is the Philofipher's Gold, and 
the MercHTj of the Wife. . For this Reafon 

J J. the Ancients fay : (^) our Stone is not Vi- 
fible, nor our Msrcwry to be had, but out 

j^, of the foft (*) uncorrupted [or proper] Bo- 
dies, and neither of the two can be attyin- 
ed without the other ; wherefore I alone 
do yield the .Male and Female Seed, ^d 
am wholly an HornQgencum ; alfo am I called 
an Hermofbrodite. 

Richaraus An^s too, witnefles the (ame 
of me, faying : The firft Matter of our 
Stone is called Rsblsy that is to fay, a Thing, 

which 
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\rhich by Nature has ft double quality [or 
property] concealed in it (elf; and it is like- 
wife call'd an Hermaphrodite* that is, a 
Matter, which is not eafily to be diflin-^ 
guiih'ds whether it be a Male or Female ; 
oy Realbn$ that it inclines to both Parts* 
Therefore a Medicine is made, (*) out of 55» 
a Thingj [or one Thing] which is the 
Water of the Body and ^irit. 

This has occafioned the faying, that this 
Medicine has by its ty£mgma*s deceived ma'- 
ny Fook. The Art, however, requires but 
(Mie Thing* which is known to every Bo^ 
dy ; many wifh for it, and yet it is but one 
only Thing ; [or Matter ;] (*) nothing is j ^4 
to be compared to it^ and yet it is mean 
and cheap : Btit for this it ought not to be 
defpiied, for it makes and brings forth [or 
compleats] admirable Things. 

y/^bmm the Philofipher fays : You Opera^ 
tors in this Art, you ought to be of a fixed 
Mind in your Work^ not beginnir^ and 
trying fbmetimes with one Things and fome^ 
times with another; for the Art confifh not 
in Multitude of Species^s, but in Body and 
Soul. And for a (ccftain) Truth, the Me-^ 
dicine of oiir Scone is one Thing, one Vef- 
fel> one Compofition. For the whole [Ma- 

[**] fterpiec^ 
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fterpiece of] Art is begun with one Tliiimw 
and is ended with one Thkig ; akhoogn 
the Phikf^herh in order to hide tix^ Art> 
have pretended to point out imny other 
waysy as for Inflance : continual Caf>king5 
[or D^eftion,] Mixtion, Sublimation^ Tri* 
toracion, apd Stccation^ and as many other 
Names [or Allegories^ a$^ the fame may ba 
1 7- named withal. (*> However, the Soluti** 
on of the Body is not brought about, but 
in its own Blood. 

Gekr fays thus r In the Foundation (or 
in the Root] of the Nature of Mercmjy is 
SH^hnr, which perfeAsit, [vim. riit Afer-^ 
cmj] by cooking and digcfting it during 
a long time in the Veins of the Mines. 

Thusj my dear Gold, with what has 
been fiud, you are fufficicntly convinced, 
that it is only in me, and I alone can per- 
form all, without the Affiftance of you and 
all your Brothers ; nor do I want you any 
ways, akhough ^ of you want me : [Or 
have Occafion for me :) For I can pencA 
you all, and- bring you to a higher D^ree, 
. than what you are by Nature. ^ 

Then the Gold grew angry, and not 
knowing any inore what to anfwer, con- 
:folted with its Brother AieTC$irj!t.mi agreed 

upo^. 
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iupon this, that they would afSft one anc^ 
tner, who bebg two in Nimibery and our 
Stone but (ingle, they (becaufe they codkt 
get no Advantage mon it by difcmmg} 
would by their double Power deftroy it 
[or kill it] by the Sword. 

But when the Fight began, our Stone if- 
fuod Strength, [or Power,] ("*) and deftroy- ^ g^ 
ed and conquered them both : Andfwallow-^ 
ed them [in fuch a manner] that nothing at 
all was to be fecn of them ; nor what was 
become of them. 

Thus, you my dearly beloved who ftar 
God, yoii have here a true and fufficient 
Narrative [or Inftriiftion] to ttnderftand 
the Foundation [or Root] of the higheft 
and moft precious Treafure. For no Philo' 
fipher did ever declare himfelf (b plah and 
openly. 

You therefore want nothing elfe, but 
that you praj^ to God that he may grant 
you, to attain to fuch a dear and preci- 
ous Jewel : Next -to this quicken your 
Thoughts, and read with Prudence, work 
with Diligence, and hafte not in [the Pre- 
paration of] this precious Work ; for (^) ^ gj 
it muft have its natural Time, [or its Time 

prdained by Nature,] like fruit on a Tree, 

[*¥ 2] or 
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or Grapes on a Vine. Be likewKe of a good 
Will and Intention, or c)fe the Lwd wiU 
grant you notliing ; for God gives ii to 
xo.tnofei who dtfirc to do good with it, C*) 
and takes it, or detains it from fuch as 
would employ it .to ill Ufes. 

The Lord give yoH his BUjftng^ Amen* 




->s9t'«s>:«j6HK^Ifi>i:(<is.«»;«!*K<8;ISH6;»;»:$^^ 



ANNOTATIONS 

Upon the moft 

Material Pajfages^ 

Where the French Traiiflation of 
The Ancient War of the 
Kniphts, difFers from the Ger^ 
man Original* 

From a GfiRMAN Edition. 

Ht German Original (ays 
by Number 4. Ofitfelfit 
camu^ do it, dtho* it fiyonli 
iS* for ever IN the Earth ; 
but the French Tranflation 
fiys : Thotigh it jbould f(^ 
ruer remm ON THE EARTH. 'Tis 
t)robable the Tranflator into lAUin did fay in 

j-^^^j terrMi 
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?«T^> which indeed fometimcs may be tinder* 
flood on the Earthy and is taken thus in the 
lAfrd's Prayer : SicHt in CceU & m Terra, 
thy Will be done on Earth ,• but in this 
place it ftiould be otherways, vi*. in th^ 
Earth. 

if 
By Number 9. the German Orieinal (ays i 
To whicl^ OVR Stone anjiverethiuaim^t 
Trench the word (ktr is omitted ; for it fays, 
the Stone anfwered, 'Tis fuppofed the .Tran- 
flator into Latin has omitted firft the word 
Our J not knowing perhaps that there is a 
difference between the Stone of the Phibfi^ 
fhersy and between the Stone caBed thus (im- 
ply. But the French Commentator, as an in- 
genious Philofofhery would not have omitted 
the word Ow, but perhaps rather have gi- 
ven a learned Explication about it, if (b dc 
he had found it in the Latin Tranflation ; 
For when the Philofefhers fay. Our Sttmcy 
they rpeak of it> ^as in that Condition, when 
it is work'd upon to be brought to Perfefti- 
on, and flujqtutm Perfeftion, viz. -to the 
Quality commonly called, The PhiUfiphici^ 
Stone. But when it is barely called Tht 
Stonjt, without any other Epithet, in that 
Cafe it may be applied to the Stone, either 

gcnfrally. 
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Ij^mlSfyyvhi* in all and every one of its States 
and.Conclitions> or eUe it is taken in parti- 
cular (to diftihguilh the Stoile of the Pk'^ 
b/ophersy or its Matter) when k iS ftill un- 
der the Operations of IsTature, arid not yet 
brought fo fir as that the Artift may auift 
Nature by ^ firiicleht tmitetioh of her* But 
a$ foon as t\kPhihfiphers work upon it, it is 
dicn properly and in particular called Their 
Stone. 'Tis trufe the Philojophers fometimes 
confound on purpofe thefe two Denomina- 
tionsj becaufe of the unworthy ; but fince 
the Gemuut Philofophef rtiakes fuch a Di- 
ftin(5Hon, tht Tranflator into Latin ought 
not to have deprived the Hermetick Diici- 
ples of the 6me ; for they might take Oc- 
ciafion thereby, to meditate, wny *tis called 
one time The Stone, and at another time 
Our Stone i as.likewife in what manner the 
Author fpeaks when he calls it merely The 
l^oncy and what he lays when he diftin- 
guifties it with the word Q»r. *Twas wrong 
therefore to be guilty of fuch an Omiffipn, 
-as not to give it the t)enomination of Our 
Stoney as often as it was found in the German 
Original ; but in Lieu thereofi to call it al- 
ways merely The Stone. 
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By Number lo. the Gernum Original. 
fays : De^irGMy Uif true, God has riven jm0 
Honour^ Beamy^ and Omfiancj ; whicn is ren* 
dered by the French in this manner : *7a 
tme^ mj dear Goldj *tis Ged who has ffven 
joH THE Honomy THE DmahiU^^ and 
THE Beamy. This is faid by die Stone as 
an Anfwer to what Gold aavanced in its 
Reproach jufl: before by Number p. in 
which Reproach Gold ufcs the Article the, 
viz. the Honowr^ &CC4 thereby to aflume to 
it felf aU the Honour^ Beauty^ and Praife 
which is to be found in the Operation ami 
Art of the Philofiphers ; for the German 
Tongue has this Propertyy that the Addition 
of the Article The takes in all^ or the whole* 
Therefore the Stone in its Anfwer ("accord- 
ing to the German OriginalJ limi^ very 
much thofeVertues (which Gold b(MLils(^ 
by the Omiflion of the Articie,i laying : 
God has given it Honour> which is to 
£iy : God has given it Ibme Honour, in« 
tending as it were, thereby to intimate, that 
Gold poffefTes. but a part of fuch Vcrtucsj; 
and it alfb gives to underfland in the follow- 
ing Difcourfes, that the Stone it fdf has 
communicated in the Earth to Gold, that 

Honour/ 
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Honour, Beauty, &c. which it poflefles, 
and who is beholden fer the iame to the: 
Stone ; fb that it ought not to pretend from 
that, to havetheChie^ or (o much as any 
part at all in the Philoibphical Work, efpe- 
dally with the Exdufidn of the Ston^ whom 
Gold wrongly vilifies. 

*Tis, however^ not die fiult of our emi- 
nent /rr;ff^ Philofbpher, that the £dd Arti^ 
cle \Thc\ has beai made ufe of in the reply 
of the Stones it having h^pened by Acci« 
dent ; . for as he did not tranflate the (aid 
Treatife, called. The Warof the Knghsy ftom 
the German Tongue, but from theX4fi«, in- 
to which it had been tranflated firft i and 
the Latm Tongue having no Articles, it was 
not poflible for him to know, whether or 
no, or at what place the Article was made 
ufe of in the Original ; fb that it feems to 
have aept in, at the place afbreiaid, by mere 
Chance. 

'Tis neverthelefs true, that ^t Latin Trai^^ 
flator is to blame ; for in Cafe he had been 
careful to render the Author's Intention ex^p 
ad, he might have done it, although it was 
not poflible to do it by an Article ; and it 
might have been given in thefe or the like 
Words : Ferwn ejiy Dettm tibi homris, fuU 
fk^kfulinis ^ in kne confiantU ALIQVID 

r*l j] Cor 



a6 The Hermetical 

[or NECESSARIVM TIB! DA 

MZNSVM\ ConceJJijfe. 






By the laft mentioned Nurjiber there fbl^ 
lowsfoon after : B$it as for jour dtjpar^ing^ 
methuSyjoH do it with Vntrmh,w\\kh Woros 
have been left out in the Frerich. Whofo 
Fault foever it be, it is certain, the Words 
are very expreffive, (as almoft all the reft of 
the faid Treatife,) and give to underftand, 
that the Addition of Vulgar Gold to the 
philofophical Work, tends to the faid Work'si 
Deftruftiont % 



*** 



By Number 15. the Germm Original 
lays : It being ^pparem^ that all of them iring 
nothing to Effedi^ hut employ their Gold in vain^ 
[and] DESTROY THEMSELVESi 
B Y IT. But the French lays : For *tis im- 
profit ably that they employ their Goldy and that 
they ENDEAFOVR TO DESTROY 
TT. 

The Latin Tranflatpr has in this Pafl&ge 
taken the German (for the word deftroy) 
quite wrong, having probably (aid thus ; 
jiurum inntilker impendent (fr corrumpHnt — 
which is altogether againft the Senfe and 
^Ifaning of the Original. 

The 
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The French Phllofopher has very well 
perceived> that this Paflage could not be right, 
and therefore did not render it into Frem^h 
in the feme Senfe, viz,. That they deflrcj the 
Goldy but fays. That tloej endeavour to deflroy 
it ; knowing ven^well, that it is not pofli- 
He for them to aeftroy the .Gold, 
f The Traiiflator into Latin finding the 
word deftroy in* the German^ wouki have 
jkcpt the. true Meaning of the fame Author, 
* i£lie had fiiid : jInimadvertimHS, qnodhifce 
nlhil^effdianty fid potms OHrum eorum inutdi^ 
ter imfendanti eoque ipfi deficient es mifire pej^ 
Jitm eant, ^ in p$mmam egejiatem incidant^ 






By the laft quoted Number, the German 
Original fays in the reply of Gold : /'// 
frofve k iy the Philofofher* s Sayings^ that th^ 
Art may he comfleated by me and my Brother 
Mercury ; concerning which it is to be nor 
ted, that in the French^ the Words : And 
m Brother Mercury j have been omitted. 






By Number 15. the German Original 
fays : And they write without any winding 
Fxprefions. But the French fays, li^ithone 
0ny Refirve* 
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By Number 15. the Qerman Original 
fays : Thy Br^fther Mercfity is wdeed imfeX'^ 
fiSiy yet therefore is not he the JHercury of the 
Philojophers.-^l^nt the Frewh^ys: ThjBrtH 
ther Mercur] is inJi/eed imferfeU^ and by con^. 
fecj^ence he is not the Mercury of the Wife.-^ 
In this manner it would be true indeect, 
that the Author of The .^ient ffar of the 
Knights had contradided himfdf ; which 
the French Commentator is obliged to own, 
and therefore makes Pyrophilns to ftate a Que- 
ftion, how to fblve this Doubt \ In anfwer 
to which, Eudoxm has done what he could 
to maiiitain the Honour ^nd Credit of the 
Author. But there would have been no 
Occafion to form fuch Doubt, nor to clear 
it, if the Tranflation had been true, an4 
conform to the Intention of the Original. 

However, as nothing is fo bad, but fome 
;ood arifes from it, as the Proverb j(ays ; it 
las been the fame with this Paflage ;' it ha-» 
ving given Occaflon to the Commenting Phi-? 
lofopher to give feveral important and ufefiil 
Confideratiohs upon this P^flage, although 
he found it himfelf very hard. Perhaps rae 
Tranflator into Latin has been a German^ and 
^ rendered it thus x Fr^er ttm Msrctrnm ejl 
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ftiukm w^erftBuSy fidtrMcrea imi» efi Mn^ 
fmiM fiftemum'^m It it were thus^ it were 
a Germanijmy whofe Senfe will be taken right 
by a German who underftapds Latin ; but 
not eafily bv a Frenchman^ who is not ac«? 
quainted with the Germam^^s^ which often 
happen amongft the Germans in the Zjotif^ 
Tongue ; For, one fees that the French Phi- 
lofbpner has taken the Senfe of the Latin 
Words thus s He, is inferfeS^ bm for that 
very Rsafm {EEC AVSE HE IS IM^ 
fERFEQT) is not he the Mercury of the 
Wife. A German:, howevery underfiands 
it thus : He is wnerfiQy tut therefbre {AL^ 
THOVGH HE IS IMPER. 
FE CT) he is not the Mercury of the Sages ; 
pr> it is therefore no Qnfequence^ thathejSoul4 
he the Adercury of the Philojophers ; it being 
no Argument at ally that an imperfed A^^ 
cury (of which there are many Kinds) ftiould 
by Reaibn^of its Imperfedion be the Philo- 
fophick Mercury. And thus it's very pro- 
bate to have been the f^ult of the Tranfla«t 
tmry who> If he had been refolved to make 
yfe of the word frofterea, (whif h neverthe- 
iefs might better have been omitted,) he 
pught at leaft to have put the word non be- 
fore it) viz*. Non tamen frqfterea efi Mercu^ 
fins fa^ntms \ or^ Non tamen inde conficpm^ 
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Hei« it ought to be ifaid, that both, fef^ 
fsQ and imperfeEl is true, confidering thac 
the Stone is at different Times in a diflfe- 
rent Station^ which is fufficiendy limited 
by the Anfwer which Eudoxus gives upon 
the Objedion made by Pyrcfhilns upon the 
iaid Number* 

If however one would keep to the two 
afbre*mentioned Edirions, in that Ca(e there 
would have been no Occafion for the Ob^ 
jedion of Pjrophilm, nor for the Anfwer of 
jEffdoxus* 






The Paflage by Number J4. is that of 
which the French Commentator makes men* 
tion in his Prefice. where the Old Philojo^ 
fhers are quoted, and made to fay thus : 
Oar Mercury £annot be had bnt out ef the 
Jofr unadulterated Bodies, 

The Caufe why this Paflage has been cor- 
rupted in the tranflating it into Lathh feems 
to proceed from the Germm word e/£ CHT, 
which fignifies fo much as true> proper, 
l^itimate, uncorrupted, ftandard> andnne* 
and feives generaDy to diftinguifli a true 
Matter from a Counterfeit ; but the fame 
.\Vord having fom? Similitude with the 

~ -'" ' Wo!4 
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Worci ACHT which fignifies tight, the 
iTranflatof has been led into the Miftake^ 
which the Comflientator finds fault with. 

Whether the Trench Coftimentator ^t 
this grofs Error redified from the Origi- 
nal, or whether he thdught proper to ex- 
punge thofe dark and improper Words, and 
mfert others in theit room> is not known ; 
but it is certain^ that if this \& be the 
Cafe, a Philofofkery like himfelf, has Au- 
thority to do it ; efpecially when he inti- ' 
mates fiich his Intention, as the Commen- 
tator has done ; who likewife^ as a Mafler, 
has- the Prerogative to teffch the Difciplcs 
of Hermesy by what Words he thinks pro- 
per, from whence the Mmmy of the Wife 
is to be taken. 

*Ti$ obfervable alfo> that this faid Com- 
mentator faying : It is mt po0U to attain 
to the Pojfejjion of ottr Mercury af^ othef 
"wajy than by the means of two Bodksy where" 
of one cannot receive its reqn^e PerfeEiion 
ointhofitthe others has ordered this Paffage 
in fuch a manner, that it agrees with the 
intention of the Original, akho' the Words 
ire varied* 

By 
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By Number 35* the Brench Tranflatiolf 
lays : The (Vniverfd) Medidne is therefore 
tnad^ omcf a Thmgy which' is the JVaier^ and 
the Spirit of the Bmji But tte German Ori- 
ginal fiys : Therefore 4 AietUcine is made o$u 
cf a Thing, which is the Water of the Boefy 
and Spirit* — Which kft, however, contra- 
dids no ways the Senfe and Meaning of our 
Comrnentator, who lays himfelf in his third 
Key : That in the Wine of the Phihfophers 
(v/hich appear s, in form of Water) there are 
three drvers SnifianceSi and three natural Prin-^ 
ciples of all Bodies^ viz* Salt, Sulphur, and 
Mercury, which are the Spirit^ the Soul, and 
the Body. — And thus it inay be laid, accord- 
ing to the Senfe of the Original : That 
Things out of which the Medicine is made^ is 
the Watery (viz. the Wine of the Wife) of 
the Bodjfy (viz. of the Body in the Water, 
who is the Male) and of the Spirit, (viz. of 
the Body and Spirit.; for the Author him- 
felf takes them altogether in the aforecited 
place, as the Feminine.) And with this, 
compare what is £ud by Number 57. 

SeS. 
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By Number 38. the German Original 
(ays : When the Fight hegany our Stone 1$*^ 
SVED STRENGTH.^BiittheFrewh 
fiys : 7*he Stone difplajed ITS Forcey and 
iTS Vdowr.^ Which intimates, as if the 
Stone had employed M its Strength for to 
conquer the two Companions ; whereas the 
German gives to underftand, that the Stone 
employed only fo much of its Strength as 
requinte to conquer them. 

This Paflage may be compared with the 
Annotation, which has been made about that 
by Number 10. 






Ld^ljy It is worth obferving (and it ought 
rather to have been mentioned firft of all, 
bebg it is on the Title Page, as likewife 
afterwards mentioned by Eudoxus in th^ 
Commentary by Number 4.) that the Ger-^ 
hfon Original wys : That the Stone of the 
Phihjophers is^ prepared hj thofe who trace 
2Vatwrej with the JlJJiJiance of LV NA R 
F^VLCAN; by which Z«»4r Fitlcan (ac- 
cording to what is faid by the afore-menti- 
oned 
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oncd Number 4.) is meant the fccret and 
natural Fire of the Philojophers. 

*Tis trucj this Fire is> as to it iel£ end 
only Fire ; but as to the place> it is called 
both Interiour and Exteriour ; for Inftancey 
the faid Eudixus calls it> T'he natural and 
interioHr Fire^ becoHfiy lays he, it is broHght 
to jlElion bj the exteriour Fife^ 

PhibfipUa t/E^ptiaca on the bther Hand 
fays : Ofirh & ifis uti conjuget Jum^ Jk & 
frMer & firoty Plmarcho t^e, fib mffiicd 
quadam ratione haJbentesy quibus addkur ter^ 
tins quidan^ Tjphm {frrte iguii intemus nuh 
terut) niger ^ or dens Spiritusy qui OJrridem 
fratrem uterinum in minutiffma membra difi 
fecat. mfce adnUnseroHt VVLCANVM 

SEt> IGNEM EJCTERNVM. 

Therefore if taken according to this ktter 
Sonfe, t{$z,. of its being ExteriouTy it is not 
part of the Matter, as Arteptms £iys ; but 
if taken in the firft Senfe, it is part of 
the Matter, according to the meaning of 
Eff^edocks. 

As to PUcau beihg called Lunaty the Au« 
tlior of the War of the Knights agrees in 
this with the great Hermesy wio lavs : Pa* 
ter ejus Soty mater veri Luna ; and hereby 
is intimated the Quality of the philolbphn 
cal Fidcauj viz* that its Heat muft be tem*« 

• percd 
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pcted hy the Humidity proceeding from 
Loina ; for, .Algahel in CmjU. Conj. ae maffk 
Solk & Ijtrut i&ys i Sol (which by our Au* 
thor is called Vkkan) efi fans totim caloris .* 
lAina OHtem d/muna Hfimiditatis. And HcT'* . 
fnes fays : HumUUtas efi ex dominio Jjtndt t 
f'tngue(i» OHtem ex ^dormnm SoUs. For that 
'Rj^ovi(^ysCofinopoUte: CahrintrinfecmmHl^ 
to efficackr efi hoc igrte element aUy fid temper 
ratHT terrenk oquh^ qtue de die in diem faros 
terra penetrat iUamqtte refrigerat : Sic jfolem 
ccelefiem (^ ejns calorem temferat air, qni dt 
die in die ctrcumvolM orbem. And at ano«* 
ther ' place ; Sicmi Sol centralis habet fiinm 
fnare ^ aquam crudam ferceptibilem ; Jk Sol 
coelefiis hd^et etiamfiium mare ^ aquam fiih'^ 
tilem ijr infercepibilem. —And thus for the 
afbrefaid Reafons, the Vidcan of the PhUQ-^ 
fifhers muft be Lamar. 

As to the French Tranflation of thefe 
Wofdsj they are quite otherways ; for the 
fame Tranflation calls it Lnnatick^ Vidcan* 
It is not to be fuppofed that thefe Word? 
arc given with any other meaning than what 
afbre-mentioned ; for, iMnatickJi& in ano* 
ther Senfe mad, and it cannot be fuppofed 
that the Title of The War of the Knightt 
W9j^d injimate, that the Stone of the Phi" 
- ' [****] hfifhers 
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hfiphers is to be prepared with the AlSft* 
ance of fuch a mad Vukan. On the con- 
trary, the THrha fays : Ne mendatis bd- 
nestm Gtrim ^ ejus uxoris fUtrtmumj tie 
fenfn & motn frivemur. Item, Feneramim 
Regem & fmm uxarem & mlite eos cenAti^ 
rere nimio igm. And therefore the Fomw 
tain (which Bcrnhard Trevifm fpeaks of) 
in which the King bathes himfelf is ie- 
ciared by a threefold Fence.— In the Expo- 
fition of the £piftie> ScUs ad Lttnamj are 
thefe Words : Ego Lma crefiens in hmine 
Solari frigida ^' hnmidaj quia fum nuuer hu^ 
mortan & tu Soly calidus (fr ficcus^ quod efl 
principium gener attorns omniuffh quaudo cafu- . 
lati fuerimusy i. e. conjunct. N« B* In ex£- 
qualitate Jlatusj i. e* if^ p'oportime (ir num^ 
Jtone. - Now fuch a Copulation as that can- 
not be brought about by a mad Fkkan^ 
and therefore The TVjxr of the lOughts could 
not fuppofe that the Tracers of Nature 
had made ufe of the Affiftance of fuch Vio- 
lence, for to make the Stone of the Phda^ 
fiphers. 
. The Reafon why in the French Tran- 
flation is (aid Lunaticl^ Fukafh proceeds 

Kobably from the Tranflators into Latin 
, ving made another Error in this Pafiage, 
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and laid : jinxilio fnlcani Lunatiei ; vhei^ 
he Ihould have &id, Atx^ yitlctoii Luna^ 
rit ; which Error, however, is not to be 
unputed to our eminent Commentator, who 
was oblig^i to receive the Words as they 
Vere given him ; and it is only in, order to 
dear our Learned Commentator from the 
$u(picion of fuch an Error, that this Ao- 
tK»ation has been made thereupon. 



FINIS, 
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PAG'B 7. Line 15. dele ^A p. it: 
1. I p. tov Kno-wkdge. resd^rt* P* !$• 
1. 2 5 and i6. n and agree together, p. 16. 
L 3. f. iw. r. /. 1. 22. dele^i&^^. p. 17. 
]. I. dele r/yi^j. p. ip. 1. (f. u Jmallin 
Nfmfheir. ']. '22. r. /^^^ i&^n/^ indeed jhttpid. 
p. 27. 1. 8. fir the. r. 3ii?i?4r. 1. 14. r. /# 
penetrate further. p# 31. 1. 10. f. Property. 
^. r. froferly. p. 35. !• 2(J. f. ^^Atfr rA^w. r« 
^ rA:cf/>^ p. 44. L I J. Y. one only felf-faihc 
V SHvflance. ^.Afi. \. 23. i.vifim. x.vtfiom% 
p. 75. 1. 23. r. Arifiotk. 
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